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 ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:111] Most surely there has been in their stories a lesson for those of understanding. It is not a
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[12:111] Most surely there has been in their stories a lesson for those of understanding. It is not a
story that has been invented, but it is a fulfillment of that which came before it, and an explanation
of every single thing, and a guide and a mercy for a people who believe.
 

 ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

 
This is the last ayah of this beautiful Surah. We have seen that this Surah has been much more than
the story of the noble prophet Yusuf (as). Rather this story, much like the rest of the Quran, is
about the path that leads to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). The one true goal that everything in
existence yearns for or should yearn for. To know the Real and the True. To be near to Him (swt).This
Surah shows us the path that leads to that goal. Simply doing the actions that are pleasing to Allah
(swt) and refraining from the actions that are displeasing to Him (swt) is only the beginning of this
path. The pinnacle and the apex of this path is dawah and jihad. The effort to call the people to Allah
(swt). To establish on the earth of Allah (swt) all that is pleasing to Him (swt) and to remove from it
all that is not. That was the life of Yusuf (as). That was the life of the Prophet (saw). That should be
our life as well. But they were prophets from Allah (swt). They received revelation from Him (swt).
What do we have? What will give us strength? What will show us the way? Allah (swt) tells us in this
ayah.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “Most surely there has been in their stories a  lesson
for those of understanding”. Recall in the previous ayah how Allah (swt) had told us bout the
messengers. Here He (swt) tells us that in the stories of these messengers there is a lesson for
people of understanding. There is a benefit in their stories. What is this benefit? Of course it is the
path to Allah (swt). The benefit in these stories is that they bring us closer to our Lord. So Allah
(swt) is telling us that in the stories of these messengers, like Yusuf (as), there is that which will
guide to Him (swt). There are lessons that we can take, and should we learn these lessons and then
base our lives on that knowledge, then through this emulation we can come closer to Allah (swt). So
for example in this Surah we saw Yusuf (as) face several different situations. If we can behave just
like Yusuf (as) when such situations come before us then we can come closer to Allah (swt) through
that. Restraint at times of temptation. Patience at times of adversity. Steadfastness and courage in
dawah. Gratitude at favors and bounties. These are just a few of the lessons that we can take from
this Surah. In all of these we can emulate the noble prophet Yusuf (as), and we can draw closer to
our Lord through that emulation.
 
But note how Allah (swt) says that such lessons are only for those of understanding. Those of
intellect and reason. Those who understand the true nature of this universe. Those who recognize
that they have a Creator and that they have a responsibility to please Him (swt). Those who want to
be guided and those who want to learn the lessons. These are the people who will benefit from these
stories. However if you are among those who do not care for Allah (swt). You do not wish to come
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stories. However if you are among those who do not care for Allah (swt). You do not wish to come
closer to Him (swt). You do not reflect and contemplate on the Quran and  see how you can apply it
in your life. Then unfortunately you will not get the benefit of these stories. You will not be drawn
closer to Allah (swt) through them. For you such stories it will only be entertainment, or it will be like
a history book. May Allah (swt) save us from being like such people! May Allah (swt) make us among
those who benefit from this Quran! May Allah (swt) make us among the people of understanding!
 
Then Allah (swt) says about this Quran “It is not a story that has been invented”. What do
you think about this Quran? What do you think about the story of Yusuf (as) that you just learned?
Do you think that it was conjured up in the mind of some human being? Allah (swt) tells us clearly
here that it has not. This Quran is not a story that has been invented or imagined by someone. It is
not falsehood but it is the Truth. It is what it claims to be. A revelation from the Lord of all the
worlds. Allah (swt) tells us clearly in this part of the ayah that this Quran has not been invented. You
might think that this part of the ayah was intended only for the Quraysh chiefs at the time of the
Prophet (saw) who were claiming that this Quran was invented by someone. But in reality this ayah is
also for the Muslim Ummah. Why is it that we often treat this Quran as something that has been
invented? Why do we as Muslims, those who claim to believe in this Quran, often think and behave as
if this Quran is something that has been fabricated by someone in a desert a long time ago? The fact
that we do not turn to this Quran for guidance, the fact that we neglect it, shows that deep down
inside this is how many of us think the Quran to be. Because if you truly believe this to be a
revelation from Allah (swt), then would you not make the utmost effort to learn it and to implement
it in your life? Would you not spend your life trying to find out what your Creator is telling you? Would
you not make this Quran as central in your life? The fact that many Muslims do not do this shows
that deep down inside they have some doubts concerning this Quran. They do not believe it to be a
revelation from the Creator but they think it to be a story invented. May Allah (swt) save us from
such hypocrisy!
 
Then Allah (swt) further describes this Quran by saying “but it is a fulfillment of that which
came before it”. So it is not a fabricated story but rather it is the confirmation of all that came
before it. Many were the Books that were sent down before this Quran. Many were the prophets and
messengers who came before the Prophet (saw). But Allah (swt) in His (swt)’s Wisdom chose this
Book and this Messenger to be the last Message that He (swt) would send.This is the Message from
the Creator for every single man, woman and child who has ever lived since the time of the Prophet
(saw) and who will live till the Last Day. This is the Message for all of them. Such is the greatness of
this Message. The greatness of this Book. The greatness of this Messenger (saw). Now would Allah
(swt) reveal such a tremendous Message and not mention it in the previous messages? Of course
not. Rather in all of the scriptures that Allah (swt) revealed prior to the Quran there has been
mention of this Final Message. Of all of the messages that Allah (swt) has ever sent to mankind this
is without a doubt the greatest. That is why every single other message which Allah (swt) revealed
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is without a doubt the greatest. That is why every single other message which Allah (swt) revealed
prior to this Message speaks of it. All of the previous books and all of the previous prophets told their
people of this Final Message. Thus another tremendous aspect of the Quran is how it is the fulfillment
of the promise that Allah (swt) had made in all of the previous Books that He (swt) revealed. This
Quran is the confirmation and the culmination of all of the previous revelations that Allah (swt) has
ever sent for mankind. Every single prophet and every single messenger whom Allah (swt) has ever
sent has spoke of this Quran. Can you then realize the magnitude and the tremendousness of this
Book?
 
Then Allah (swt) says of this Quran that it is an “an explanation of every single thing”. Here
Allah (swt) tells us that in this Quran there is an explanation for every single thing. Now this part of
the ayah may seem confusing for some. They might ask as to how is it that the Quran explains every
single thing. They would say that there is so much in the Quran that has not been explained. For
example there is no mention of how the human body works, there is no mention of what lies in the
distant galaxies, there is no mention of how computers and technology works, all of such things has
not been mentioned. So how is it then that the Quran can be an explanation of all things? The
answer to this question is that the Quran is an explanation of all things in relation to the purpose for
which it was revealed. The Quran was revealed to be a source of guidance for mankind. It was
revealed to show mankind how they should worship and serve their Creator. So in these matters the
Quran is an explanation of all things. Everything that the human being could ever need in terms of
how he should worship and serve his Creator can be found in this Quran. Now the key question to be
asked is what is and what is not part of the worship and
servitude of Allah (swt). Of course we know that prayer and pilgrimage and the other pillars of Islam
are part of the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). But is there anything more than this? Is there
anything more that the Quran speaks of other than these five pillars? Yes there is. Much more. In
this Din that Allah (swt) has revealed He (swt) has shown us how we should interact with our family,
how we should interact with members of the opposite sex, how we should behave, how we should
speak, how we should walk, how we should marry and divorce, how we should dress, what are the
emotions and feelings that we must have, the government that we must live by and the economy
that we must have, even the way in which we use the restroom. All of this is part of our worship and
servitude of Allah (swt) and so all of this has been explained for us in the Quran and Sunnah. Only
matters of science and technology, matters specifically in relation to how this world works, has been
left out. Because the Prophet (saw) has told us that we know more about the affairs of this world.
Meaning in relation to science and technology. Other than that every single thing has been explained
to us in detail. So full and so clear is the guidance that is in the text that we do not need to look
anywhere else. For every situation, for every reality, for every problem, there is a guidance in the
text. Our only task is to search for it.
 
Finally Allah (swt) tells us how this Quran is “a guide and a mercy for a people who believe”.
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Finally Allah (swt) tells us how this Quran is “a guide and a mercy for a people who believe”.
We saw in the previous part of the ayah how the Quran explains for us every single matter in great
detail. What then would we receive if we follow what this Book tells us to do. In this part of the ayah
Allah (swt) tells us. We would receive guidance and mercy. Guidance to what we said all of us should
be seeking, Allah (swt). If we follow this Book to the best of our ability then we would be shown the
way to the Contentment of our Lord and nearness to Him (swt). What could be better than this?
This in and of itself is Mercy. It is Mercy both in this life and the next. In this life this mercy is the
peace and tranquility that comes from knowing Allah (swt) and being close to Him (swt). If you
always had presence of heart with Allah (swt) then would you ever have any fear or any sorrow?
Would anything of this world ever trouble you? Of course not. But the true manifestation of this
Mercy is in the Hereafter. Deliverance from the punishments. Admittance into the Gardens of delight.
Being able to behold the Real and the True. What could be better than this? This Quran is the
Guidance that leads to that Mercy, how then can you neglect it? How then could you allow the
moments of your life to pass without being close to it?
 
However we can also note from the ayah that this Guidance and this Mercy are not just for anyone.
The only ones eligible for it are the people who believe. So before anything, first and foremost, you
have to believe. You must believe with the deepest conviction that you can muster that this Message
truly is from your Creator. If you have any doubts concerning this then you will not receive this
Guidance and this Mercy. So belief is the key. Belief with submission. Belief with conviction. So we
see from this ayah what we have. We are on the same mission that Yusuf (as) and the Prophet
(saw) were on. We may not have direct revelation from Allah (swt) like they had, but we have this
Quran. In essence it is the same because this Quran is also the timeless Word of Allah (swt). With
this Quran we have what will give us strength to continue on this mission. We have the guide that will
show the way. We have everything that we could ever need. If only we would turn to it. If only we
would attach ourselves to it. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace because we cannot do it
without Him (swt)!
 
All praise and thanks belongs to Allah (swt), our tafsir of Surah Yusuf ends here.
 

 
 URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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