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WarafaAAa abawayhi AAala alAAarshiwakharroo lahu sujjadan waqala ya abati hathata/weelu ru/yaya min qablu
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qad jaAAalaha rabbee haqqanwaqad ahsana bee ith akhrajanee mina alssijniwajaa bikum mina albadwi min
baAAdi an nazagha alshshaytanubaynee wabayna ikhwatee inna rabbee lateefun limayashao innahu huwa

alAAaleemu alhakeemu
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 Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

 

 ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

 

[12:100] [12:100] And he raised his parents on the arsh, and they fell down to him in prostration,
and he said “O my father, This is the meaning of my true dream from before. Surely my Lord has
made it into a reality, and surely He has done Ihsan to me when He took me out of the prison and He
made you all come to me from the desert even after Shaitan had sown enmity between me and my
brothers. Surely my Lord is Subtle when He does what He wills. Surely He is the Knowing, the Wise”.
 

 ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

 
In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how He (swt) completed His (swt)’s favor on Yusuf (as). The story
of Yusuf (as) is the story of a man who went from the lowest of the low to the highest of the high.
What is most beautiful about this is that it was Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) Alone Who did it. Allah
(swt) is the One Who was involved in every moment in the life of Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) is the One
Who took him (as) from that deep well to that high position in Egypt. It was all because of Allah
(swt). Everything that happened to Yusuf (as), from the good to the bad, was part of his Lord’s plan
for him (as). So in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how He (swt) completed His (swt)’s favor on Yusuf
(as). Allah (swt) shows this to us using Yusuf (as)’s own words. However before that Allah (swt)
shows us what Yusuf (as) did that made him (as) worthy of this great honor and reward. Without a
doubt Yusuf (as) sacrificed a lot, without a doubt he (as) went through many trials and hardships in
the way of Allah that made him (as) deserving of such great blessings and reward from Allah (swt).
But in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us one action that he (as) did that was probably greater in His
(swt)’s Sight than everything which he (as) did.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And he raised his parents on the arsh”. To understand
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And he raised his parents on the arsh”. To understand
the meaning of this part the ayah we have to understand the meaning word of the word arsh.
Although some would translate this word to mean “throne”, we can see from the ayah that this is not
what the word means. The reason we say this is because we have already established with countless
evidences that Yusuf (as) was not the king of the land. Although the king had given Yusuf (as) a very
good position and he (as) had the favor of the king, he himself was not the king. That is one reason
why this word cannot literally mean “throne”. The other reason why the literal meaning of this word
should not be taken can be seen if we look at th esentence in which it is used. Allah (swt) is telling us
in this sentence how Yusuf (as) raised his parents on the arsh. Now how exactly can someone raise
two people upon a chair? Furthermore even if he somehow did that, why does such an act signify?
What is the benefit or the lesson that gives? How can we come closer to Allah (swt) and know how to
please Him (swt) by knowing that fact? We must always believe that every ayah of the Quran has a
meaning and a guidance that we can take from it. Why would Allah (swt) reveal an ayah if that ayah
does not in way give us any benefit or guidance? So every ayah in the Quran does serve a purpose,
every ayah in the Quran does have a meaning. For this ayah if we take the literal meaning then we
will never realize that benefit or that guidance. However if we take the metaphorical meaning then
we can clearly see what Allah (swt) intended to tell us Insha Allah.
 
We believe that what Allah (swt) means here is that Yusuf (as) raised his parents to the highest
place of honor and dignity. Thus the word arsh in this ayah is a metaphor for honor and dignity. We
know that we have to honor our parents. We know that we have to regard them. So here Allah (swt)
is telling us that Yusuf (as) raised his parents to the highest station of honor and dignity. Even
though his parents came to him (as) as beggars. Even though they came to him in dire of need of
him. He (as) did not use this as an opportunity to put himself above them. To exert his authority
above them. Yusuf (as) did not do this. Instead he (as) did the opposite. He (as) raised his parents
above himself. He (as) gave them the position of authority above him (as). The position of honor and
dignity. So the word arsh in this ayah does not mean “throne”, but it refers to the high position to
which Yusuf (as) raised his parents. As always Allah (swt) Knows best!
One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to not only realize that we have to be the
best that we can be to our parents but also to see the rights that they have over us. Yusuf (as)
raised his parents above him (as). He (as) did this even though they were in need of him (as) and he
(as) was not in need of them. He (as) submitted himself completely to them. This is how we have to
be with our parents. We have to give them everything that we can give. We have to sacrifice for
them all that we have. Many scholars even said that all of the wealth that we have belongs first and
foremost to our parents before it belongs to us. Our parents also demand our complete obedience.
As long they do not tell us to disobey Allah (swt) then we have to do whatever they tell us to do.
This is what we owe to them. We have to put them on a “throne” and raise them up high just like
Yusuf (as) did here. May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to serve our parents as part of our
servitude to Him (swt)!
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servitude to Him (swt)!
 
Then Allah (swt) says “and they fell down to him in prostration”. Now Allah (swt) begins to
describe how He (swt) completed His (swt)’s favor upon Yusuf (as). Recall how we said that there
was much that Yusuf (as) did and much that he (as) went through in order to be deserving of this
mercy. But perhaps the greatest of his deeds, the deed that Allah (swt) was most pleased with, was
his treatment of his parents. How he (as) brought his parents close to him and how he (as) raised
them up high above himself. It is in connection with this action of his that Allah (swt) begins to
describe how He (swt) completed His (swt)’s favor on him (as). First Allah (swt) tells us how they fell
down in prostration before Yusuf (as). “They” here of course refers to the parents of Yusuf (as) and
his eleven brothers. They all fell down in prostration before Yusuf (as). Once again we have to
emphasize that this was not a prostration of worship but rather it was only a prostration of respect.
These people were all Muslims and so they all worshipped only Allah (swt). So never would they bow
down in worship to any but He (swt). But they wanted to show their respect and regard for Yusuf
(as). They saw what a fine person he had turned out to be. A perfect slave of Allah (swt). So just to
show him (as) how much they loved him (as) they fell down prostrate before him (as) in this way. The
ayah almost gives the meaning that they could not control themselves. So much was their love for
Yusuf (as). So much did they want to express this love for him (as). That was why they prostrated in
this way.
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “O my father, This is the meaning of my true
dream from before. Surely my Lord has made it into a reality”. This was a private
conversation that Yusuf (as) had with his father. These were words that Yusuf (as) told his father
during that conversation. After Yusuf (as) saw his entire family prostrate themselves before him, he
(as) then realized that this was indeed the fulfillment of his dream from before. The dream where he
(as) saw eleven stars, the sun and the moon prostrate before him. Yusuf (as) tells his father how his
Lord had made this dream into a reality. Notice how even at this moment, at a moment when most
other would be filled with arrogance, Yusuf (as) was thinking about Allah (swt). This shows us once
again how he (as) did not live for himself but rather he (as) only lived for his Lord. He (as) witnessed
the indescribable Majesty and Sublimity of Allah (swt). So every breath that he (as) took, every
moment in which he (as) existed, was only for Him (swt). Even at that moment when his entire family
fell down in prostration before him (as), including his brothers who used to have such power over him
and who had done him so much wrong, even at that moment he (as) did not think about himself but
he thought only about Allah (swt). He (as) realized that this was the fulfillment of his dream from
before and that it was Allah (swt) Alone Who had made into a reality. Allah (swt) had made Yusuf (as)
have that dream as a child and now He (swt) made that dream into a reality that he (as) witnessed
with his own eyes. See then how your Lord favors and blesses those who dedicate themselves to Him
(swt). How then can you turn away from Him (swt)?
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Then Allah (swt) tells how Yusuf (as) said “and surely He has done Ihsan to me when He took
me out of the prison”. Here Yusuf (as) continues to describe for his father all of the favors and
blessings that Allah (swt) had bestowed on him (as). Among these is how Allah (swt) had brought him
(as) out of the prison. Yusuf (as) tells his father how Allah (swt) did Ihsan to him (as) when He (swt)
took him (as) out of the prison. This means that Allah (swt) did the best to Yusuf (as) when He (swt)
took him (as) out of the prison. Allah (swt) did to Yusuf (as) the best that a master could do to a
servant and Yusuf (as) acknowledges that fact here. When this noble prophet speaks about his Lord
he (as) only speaks in the best of ways. In humility and submission he (as) acknowledges that what
Allah (swt) did for him (as) was indeed the best.
 
The lesson that we can take from this is that we must always think the best of our Lord. No matter
what our situation in life is we must always think the best of Allah (swt). Simply look here at the
humility and respect that Yusuf (as) had before Him (swt). Despite all of the trials that Allah (swt)
had put him (as) through, he (as) did not attribute any evil to Him (swt) whatsoever. Rather he (as)
said that “my Lord has done the best to me”. Even though it was Allah (swt) Who put Yusuf (as) in
prison. Even though Yusuf (as) himself had asked Allah (swt) to put him in prison in order to save him
(as) from the temptations, still Yusuf (as) does not attribute his going to prison to Allah (swt). Rather
he (as) only attributes to Allah (swt) his coming out of prison. He (as) only attributes to Allah (swt)
the good and never any evil. Similarly for us no matter where in life we might find ourselves we must
always think the best of our Lord. We must always think that there is a reason why Allah (swt) put
us where He (swt) did. We must always think that there is some good for us in it. May Allah (swt)
give us the grace to only think the best of Him (swt)! In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us
how Yusuf (as) said “and He made you all come to me from the desert even after Shaitan
had sown enmity between me and my brothers”. Once again we have to remind ourselves
that here Yusuf (as) is describing all of the favors and bounties that Allah (swt) had bestowed on him
(as). Even in the moment of victory, even when he (as) had everything that he (as) could ever want,
he (as) was still remembering Allah (swt) and thanking Him (swt). Here he (as) acknowledges and
thanks Allah (swt) for reuniting him (as) with his family. In so many ways did Allah (swt) reunite Yusuf
(as) with his family. First there was the physical reunification. Allah (swt) brought Yusuf (as)’s entire
family to him (as). Allah (swt) brought them out of the poverty and suffering of the desert life in
Philistine to the wealth and comfort of the city life in Egypt. So not only did Allah (swt) reunite Yusuf
(as) with his family but He (swt) improved all of their lives. Now they would no longer be living in the
desert.
 
Now they would no longer be living in a famine. But even more important than the physical reunion
that Allah (swt) brought between Yusuf (as) and his family was the spiritual reunion that He (swt)
made between him (as) and his brothers. Allah (swt) united their hearts. Yusuf (as) describes the
situation between him (as) and his brothers by saying that Shaitan had sown enmity between them.
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situation between him (as) and his brothers by saying that Shaitan had sown enmity between them.
Shaitan had caused hatred and conflict between them. Notice once again that Yusuf (as) does not
blame his brothers at all for everything that happened between him (as) and them. Even though they
were in truth deserving of all blame, he (as) does not blame them. Instead he (as) places all of the
blame only on Shaitan. Now was this true? Was Shaitan the only one to blame for all of the evil that
happened? Were the brothers completely innocent? Of course not. Shaitan only invited the brothers
to sin but they followed his invitation. So why then does Yusuf (as) only blame the devil instead of
also blaming his brothers? It was for Allah (swt). For Allah (swt) Yusuf (as) forgave his brothers. He
(as) completely forgot about all of the evil that they did to him (as). He (as) knew that Allah (swt)
would be pleased with him (as) forgiving his family so he (as) forgave them. Not only did Yusuf (as)
forgive them for Allah (swt), but he (as) even thanked Allah (swt) for bringing them back together.
After their hearts had become so distant, after all that rage and anger, Allah (swt) brought them
back together as brothers. Brothers in faith and brothers in blood.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is to see that any closeness that we have with our family is
only because of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who brings families together. He (swt) is the One
Who unites hearts. When Yusuf (as) and his family were close, both physically and in their hearts, he
(as) attributed this to Allah (swt).This shows us that Allah (swt) is the One Who brings families
together. So if you are close to your family then thank your Lord for that. Thank Him (swt) for the
love and the affection that is between you. Let that be another reason for you to worship and serve
Him (swt).
 
Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see once again the merit and the
reward that we will get when we forgive our family members for the wrong that they do to us. How
great was the evil that the brothers did to Yusuf (as)? Without a doubt your family has not done
anything to you that is anywhere near as great as that. So if this noble prophet can forgive his
brothers completely then why can not you? Do you not realize Who Allah (swt) IS? How you are
dependent on Him (swt) for every breath that you take? How then can you turn away from Him
(swt)? How then can you refuse to live for Him (swt)? Is it too much to ask of you to forgive your
family and love them? How many of your sins has Allah (swt) forgiven? If you know that your Lord
would love you if you were to love them then would you not love them?
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “Surely my Lord is Subtle when He does what He
wills”. The Arabic word Lateef that Allah (swt) uses here to describe Himself (swt) cannot easily be
translated into English. The best translation that we can find is that it means that Allah (swt) is
Subtle in what He (swt) does. It gives the meaning that when Allah (swt) wishes to accomplish
something then He (swt) does it in the most subtle and undetectable of ways. The way in which Allah
(swt) acts is so subtle that it is almost incomprehensible. It is almost unbelievable. This is what Allah
(swt) did for Yusuf (as). Simply look at how He (swt) took that young boy who had been placed at
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(swt) did for Yusuf (as). Simply look at how He (swt) took that young boy who had been placed at
the bottom of a well and raised him (as) to that high position in Egypt where he (as) not only could
care for himself but also for his entire family as well. Look at the way in which He (swt) did this. Allah
(swt) did not immediately take Yusuf (as) from the well and place him (as) in a good position in Egypt.
First Allah (swt) made him (as) go to the house of the Aziz. A house in which he (as) faced
temptation and seduction that is unlike what any man has ever faced. The temptation that Yusuf
(as) faced was so bad that he (as) had to go to prison only to escape it. However this was all part of
the plan of Allah (swt) for Yusuf (as). This was how He (swt) planned for Yusuf (as) in the most
subtle ways. You see it was because Yusuf (as) went to prison that he (as) met the prisoner who
would be the king’s cup-bearer, and then it was because he (as) met this person that he (as) became
close to the king. So everything that happened in the life of Yusuf (as) was part of the plan of Allah
(swt). Everything that happened to him (as) was the best of what could happen to him (as). This is
the way in which Allah (swt)works. In the most subtle and unimaginable of ways.
 
Allah (swt) also did the same with the Prophet (saw). Look where the Prophet (saw) began the
dawah. When Islam began it was only the Prophet (saw) and a handful of followers. Over the course
of the dawah, this Message went through many setbacks and defeats. But in each defeat there was
a lesson. With each step taken back there was a step taken forward. In the end, look where this Din
ended up. An empire that stretched from the shores of Spain to the islands of Indonesia. This is how
Allah (swt) works. This is how He (swt) is Lateef . Everything that happens is part of His (swt)’s plan.
In the end, despite all that happens on the way, His (swt)’s Will is what will be fulfilled. Of this there
can be no doubt.
 
Finally Yusuf (as) says of his Lord that “Surely He is the Knowing, the Wise”. Of all of Names of
Allah (swt), these two Names are what Yusuf (as) chooses to mention here. This shows us how Yusuf
(as) always thought of his Lord by these two Names. During every moment of his life, Yusuf (as) was
remembering how Allah (swt) is the Knowing and the Wise. Allah (swt) Knows all of the hardships and
difficulties that Yusuf (as) had to go through. The fear that he (as) felt when he (as) was placed in
that well. The desire that he (as) felt when that beautiful woman presented herself before him (as).
The suffering and deprivation that he (as) had to go through in that prison. Allah (swt) Knows all of
this even better than Yusuf (as) knew it. So does all of this pain and all of these difficulties cause
Yusuf (as) to despair? No of course not, because he (as) knows that his Lord is also the Most Wise.
In everything that Allah (swt) does and in everything that He (swt) decrees there is Wisdom. There is
perfect Wisdom because both His Knowledge and His Wisdom are perfect. So Yusuf (as) never
became sad because he (as) knew that in everything that happened to him (as) there was the
Wisdom of Allah (swt). Notice that these are also the two Names of Allah (swt) that Yaqoob (as)
mentioned to Yusuf (as) at the beginning when he (as) told his son the meaning of his dream. This
further shows us how Yusuf (as) was always thinking of Allah (swt) and remembering Him (swt) by
these Names.
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these Names.
 
Insha Allah we must learn to do this as well. So for any difficulty that you face in your life always
remember that your Lord is the Knowing and the Wise. Find solace and comfort in the fact that He
(swt) is the Knowing and the Wise. When you feel some pain then know that He (swt) Knows the pain
that you feel and that He (swt) is pleased with you for the patience you demonstrate through it.
When some calamity befalls you then remember that it only befell by His Will and permission. Then
remember how He (swt) is the Most Wise and how there is His Wisdom in that calamity. Even if you
yourself do not realize the Wisdom at that particular moment, rest assured that it is there. Because
Wisdom is one of the very Names of Allah (swt), it is a part of Who He (swt) IS. So in the end, no
matter what happens, you have to believe that everything will work out for the best. This is because
this world is only a thin illusion. Behind this fragile veil is the Real and the True. How can you not
expect the very best from Him (swt)?
 

 
 URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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