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Falamma dakhaloo AAala yoosufaawa ilayhi abawayhi waqala odkhuloo misrain shaa Allahu amineena
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 Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

 

 ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

 [12:99] Then when they entered upon Yusuf, he took his parents to himself, and he said
“Enter Egypt, if Allah wills, in security”.
 

 ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

 
This is the beautiful ayah in which Yusuf (as) reunites with his family. This is the culmination of this
story. This is the realization of the dream of Yusuf (as). This is the answering of the prayer of
Yaqoob (as). This is the fulfillment of the plan of Allah (swt). Recall how we said that all of this was
actually part of the plan of Allah (swt) to bring the family of Yaqoob (as) to Egypt. In this ayah that
is what happens. The entire family of Yaqoob (as) is brought from Philistine to Egypt. However what
is even more significant than that is the reunion of Yusuf (as) with his family. It is to such that Allah
(swt) brings our attention to in this ayah.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “Then when they entered upon Yusuf, he took his
parents to himself”. Notice once again how Allah (swt) does not relate to us all of the details of
the story because such is not necessary. The previous ayah ended with Yaqoob (as) promising to ask
Forgiveness of Allah (swt) for his children. Then the brothers must have told Yaqoob (as) how Yusuf
(as) had invited the whole family to come and stay in Egypt. Then the father agreed.Then they told
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(as) had invited the whole family to come and stay in Egypt. Then the father agreed.Then they told
the rest of their family the news of their leaving their land. Then they all packed up all of their
belongings and they made the long journey. All of these details have been left out. Allah (swt) does
not need to mention them explicitly because we can easily derive them from the context of the other
ayahs. Thus we once again see the Miracle of the Quran in that Allah (swt) tells us a story with so
much information using the fewest amount of words. Who but Allah (swt) could tell such a story?
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how the entire family entered the chamber where Yusuf (as)
was. Can you imagine what a powerful scene this was? How much energy and emotion there was
both for Yusuf (as) and for his family? Imagine what it is like to be reunited with your family after so
many years. How much joy you must feel? All of this was only from Allah (swt). Notice how Allah
(swt) begins this ayah with the Arabic word fa. Recall how we said that this word connects the
meaning of one ayah with the previous ayah. Recall also how Allah (swt) ended the previous ayah by
telling us how He (swt) was the Forgiving and the Merciful. So this shows us that the reason why the
family of Yaqoob (as) was able to enter to where Yusuf (as) was because of the Mercy and
Forgiveness of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) forgave them their sins and admitted them to His (swt)’s
Mercy. This reunion was a manifestation of this Mercy. How Forgiving and Merciful then is our Lord?
Both in the Hereafter and in this life.
 
After Allah (swt) tells us how the entire family of Yusuf (as) entered to where he (as) was, He (swt)
then tells us how Yusuf (as) brought his parents to himself. This means that he (as) brought his
parents near to him (as). The way in which he (as) did this was similar to how he (as) brought
Binyamin near to him in a previous ayah. This show us both the love and the respect that Yusuf (as)
had for his parents. Out of his entire family, he (as) chooses his parents and brings them near to him
(as). This special love that Yusuf (as) has for his parents of course is because of his love for Allah
(swt). He (as) knows that Allah (swt) loves those who love their parents. So the love that Yusuf (as)
has for Allah (swt) makes him (as) to love his parents. He (as) brings them especially close to himself
when the family entered to where he (as) was. Of course the lesson that we can take from this is
that we too must strive to love our parents. Countless are the ayahs in the Quran and the hadith of
the Prophet (saw) that command us to be the best that we can be to our parents. So how can we
claim that we love Allah (swt) and then disrespect our parents or fail to show them kindness? Know
that one drop of happiness that you make to come in the heart of your mother and father is among
the most pleasing of actions that you can do for Allah (swt). Out of his entire family that entered
upon him (as), Yusuf (as) chose his parents and brought them close to him (as) to show his love and
respect for them. How then do we compare with this in our treatment of our parents? Would you do
the same for your parents if you were in the situation of Yusuf (as) here? When you realize this then
you must realize how far you are from the model that Allah (swt) expects of you. May Allah (swt)
forgive us! May Allah (swt) allow us to be the best that we can to our parents! Nothing matters
except pleasing Him (swt) and one of the best of ways to please Him (swt) is to please our parents.
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except pleasing Him (swt) and one of the best of ways to please Him (swt) is to please our parents.
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said to his parents “Enter Egypt, if
Allah wills, in security”. To understand the meaning of this part of the ayah we have to
remember the time period in which this story takes place. This was a long time ago when the world
was much more savage and isolated than it is today. At that time, nations and tribes were far apart
from each other. Almost all people cared only about themselves. About preserving and protecting
their nation or tribe. So we can assume that many among the Egyptians would not be too happy with
this mass influx of foreigners coming into their land. Not only was this large group of people coming
into their land, but they were coming there to settle there and live there permanently. So many
among the Egyptians might have not been too happy with them. Some among them may even have
tried to hurt the family of Yaqoob (as) when they entered Egypt.
 
Thus this part of the ayah is actually a prayer of Yusuf (as). A dua for his family to come into Egypt
safely. For his family to live safely in Egypt. Now of course Yusuf (as) did his best to ensure that his
family would be safe. Being close to the king, he (as) did all that he (as) could do in his capacity to
ensure the safety of his family. But in the end, he (as) knew that the safety and well being of his
family was up to Allah (swt). His family would only be safe if Allah (swt) willed them to be safe. That
is why he (as) prays to Allah (swt) here. He (as) asks that his family enter into their new home and
live in their new home in safety and peace.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is to realize that even in this world, the safety and the well-
being of us and our family depends solely on Allah (swt). We will only be safe if our Lord and Protector
wills us to be safe. If He (swt) were to allow some harm to come to us then there is nothing or no
one who can save us. On the other hand if He (swt) were to choose to protect us then there is no
one or nothing that can harm us. In truth, the world today is not all that different from how it was at
the time of Yusuf (as). The world today is a savage place and there are people who would do harm to
us and our families only for their own selfish reasons. Our only hope for safety is in our Lord. So yet
another reason why we should strive to worship Allah (swt). Yet another reason why we should try to
do the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt) is to ensure the safety and well-being of our family.
May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace! 

 
 URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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