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Falamma an jaa albasheeru alqahuAAala wajhihi fairtadda baseeran qalaalam aqul lakum innee aAAlamu mina
Allahi ma lataAAlamoona

Qaloo ya abanaistaghfir lana thunoobana inna kunnakhati-eena
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Qala sawfa astaghfiru lakum rabbeeinnahu huwa alghafooru alrraheemu
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 ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

 

[12:96] So when the bringer of good news came he cast it on his face, then his vision returned. He
said “Did I not tell you? Surely I know from Allah what you do not know”.
 
[12:97] They said “Oh our father, ask forgiveness for us for our sins. Most surely we have been
sinners”.
 
[12:98] He said “Soon I will seek forgiveness for you from my Lord. Surely He is the Forgiving the
Merciful”.
 

 ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

 
[96] In the previous ayah Allah (swt) showed us how heedless the family of Yaqoob (as) was to the
reality. When Yaqoob (as) told them that he (as) perceived the scent of Yusuf they told him that he
(as) was surely in his old error. They made this statement only because they were so heedless of
their Lord. If they had thought about Him (swt), if they had remembered Him (swt), then they would
not have made this statement. But the family was so heedless of Allah (swt) that they accused
Yaqoob (as) of lunacy only because they could not accept that he (as) could be speaking the truth
and that Yusuf (as) could somehow still be alive. From this we can see once again how it is Allah (swt)
and Allah (swt) Alone Who guides the people. Because even here in the household of a prophet you
can have those who are heedless of Allah (swt). So do not expect to be guided only because you
come from a religious family or only because your grandfather was an Imam. Realize that it is Allah
(swt) and Allah (swt) Alone Who guides the people. So you must seek the guidance from Him (swt).
Now here in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how wrong the family of Yaqoob (as) was in thinking him
(as) to be senile. Allah (swt) shows us how the reality was exactly as how Yaqoob (as) said it to be.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “So when the bringer of good news came he cast it on his
face”. Notice the Arabic word fa with which Allah (swt) begins this ayah. This word connects the
meaning of this ayah with the previous ayah. Recall in the previous ayah how the family of Yaqoob
(as) was accusing him (as) of being senile because he (as) said that he (as) could perceive the scent
of Yusuf. The family could not believe how Yusuf (as) could still be alive after all of these years. In
this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how wrong they were. Allah (swt) shows us how exactly what they
were saying did not exist did indeed exist. What Yaqoob (as) perceived was the shirt of Yusuf (as),
here Allah (swt) shows us how that shirt was cast on his face. Now the family of Yaqoob (as) could
see how wrong they were. They could see the reality that they had been denying. They could see
the very shirt on whose account they accused their prophet and their father of being senile being
brought in front of them and placed over his face. This reminds us once again that those people who

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


brought in front of them and placed over his face. This reminds us once again that those people who
deny Allah (swt), those people who are heedless of Him (swt), they will be proven wrong one way or
another. Either in this life or the next they will see how wrong they were. May Allah (swt) save us
from ever becoming like them!
 
Notice also how Allah (swt) refers to the one who brought the shirt as “the bringer of good news”. No
doubt this was in reference to one of the brothers of Yusuf (as). Now this brother had changed. Now
he was no longer a harbinger of evil. Now he was a bringer of good news. He brought to his father
the good news that Yusuf (as) was still alive. That Binyamin was not a thief. That they would all soon
be reunited. That their family would no longer have to suffer from the famine. That the animosity
between them and Yusuf (as) had been removed. That his vision would be restored. He brought to
his father all of this good news and that is why Allah (swt) refers to him here as the bringer of good
news. How much of a relief must this have been for Yaqoob (as) to look to his son now and feel joy?
To not feel disappointment and hurt at what he was saying but rather to feel happiness. A long time
ago this son of his had brought him (as) a shirt stained with blood and he had told him (as) that
Yusuf (as) was dead. Now that same son brings him (as) a shirt and tells him (as) that Yusuf (as) was
still alive. What a great mercy was this for Yaqoob (as)? Not only to know that Yusuf (as) was still
alive but also to hear this good news from his brothers. Such does the Mercy of Allah (swt) descend
upon those whom He (swt) is pleased with. May Allah (swt) make us among the recipients of this
Mercy!
 
Then Allah (swt) says “then his vision returned”. As soon as this brother placed the shirt of Yusuf
(as) on Yaqoob (as)’s face his vision returned. He (as) was able to see again. What a tremendous
mercy and blessing must this have been from Allah (swt)? Can you imagine how difficult it is to lose
one’s vision? Can you imagine living for even one day without your eyes? So Allah (swt) did indeed
confer a great favor and blessing upon Yaqoob (as) by allowing him (as) to regain his sight. Notice
also that it was not simply that Yaqoob (as) was able to see physically. But he (as) was also able to
now perceive the reality that he (as) had been blind to all this time.
 
Now he (as) knew where his son Yusuf was. Now he (as) knew that Binyamin was not a thief. Now he
(as) knew what would be the fate of his family. Now he (as) knew that they would be able to survive
the famine. Now he (as) knew that the conflict between his children was over. Now he (as) could see
all of this that he (as) had previously been blind to. Thus with this shirt, Allah (swt) returned his
vision to him (as) in so many ways.
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yaqoob (as) said to his family “Did I not tell you?
Surely I know from Allah what you do not know”. Now the family saw the reality that they had been
denying. They saw that Yaqoob (as) was right and they were wrong. They had accused him (as) of
being senile even though they knew that he (as) was a prophet of Allah (swt). Now they realized how
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being senile even though they knew that he (as) was a prophet of Allah (swt). Now they realized how
wrong they were. Here Yaqoob (as) reminds them. He (as) does not remind them in order to show off
and tell them how he was right and they were wrong. No, rather he (as) only reminds them so that in
the future they may remember Allah (swt) as he (as) has done. Yaqoob (as) knew of this reality that
Yusuf (as) was still alive only because he (as) remembered Allah (swt). He (as) knew that with Allah
(swt) there is always hope. With Allah (swt) anything is possible. But the family did not remember
their Lord in this way. Because of this they did not know what Yaqoob (as) knew. They did not realize
what Yaqoob (as) realized. Even when Yaqoob (as) told them that Yusuf (as) was still alive they did
not believe him (as). This was only because they were so heedless of Allah (swt). So Yaqoob (as)
reminds them in this part of the ayah about the difference between them and him. He (as)
remembered Allah (swt) so he (as) could perceive the reality that they did not. He (as) knew from
Allah (swt) what they did not.
 
[97] Surah Yusuf is more than anything else a human story. It is a story about how people can
change. It is a story about how this Din can transform people. We should remind ourselves at this
point that the primary objective that we seek when we approach any ayah of the Quran is to find
out how that ayah can guide us to Allah (swt). How that ayah can help us to be more cognizant of
Him (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how the brothers of Yusuf (as) changed. How they went
from a people who were the worst of sinners to being among the most repentant. So far was the
journey that they took back to Allah (swt) that some scholars even say that they became prophets.
So look now at this journey that the brothers took. Then realize that no matter how far you have
gone from your Lord, there is always a way back to Him (swt).
 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how the brothers asked their father to ask forgiveness for their sins.
First notice the love and affection that is present in the tone of the brothers as they speak to their
father. Now they finally found the love for their father. They no longer hated him, they no longer
thought that he (as) unjustly loved Yusuf (as) more than them. They realized that it was wrong of
them to judge their father. They knew now that they should not care so much about their father’s
love as they should for Allah (swt)’s love, and they also knew that He (swt) does not love the jealous
and the hateful. So they strove hard to clean their hearts of all traces of jealousy and hatred. They
loved their father now. They loved him first and foremost for Allah (swt). Now all that these brothers
care about is attaining the Love of Allah (swt). That is why they do not ask their father for his
forgiveness, but rather they ask him (as) to ask Allah (swt) to forgive them. Even though they had
done much wrong to their father, even though they had caused him (as) much pain, even though at
this point they had regained their love for their father, they still do not ask him (as) for forgiveness
but rather they ask him (as) to ask Allah (swt) for forgiveness.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is that we too must always be seeking the Forgiveness of
Allah (swt). What is more beautiful than Forgiveness from Allah (swt)? What should any of us crave
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Allah (swt). What is more beautiful than Forgiveness from Allah (swt)? What should any of us crave
more than this Forgiveness? We who sin by night and day. We who are in perpetual sin. For Allah
(swt) to forgive us. For Allah (swt) not to be displeased with us even though we have so blatantly
and arrogantly disregarded His commands. Such would be better than this whole world and all that it
has. The true believer would give up this entire world only for the Forgiveness of his Lord. He always
hopes for it and he never thinks himself to be beyond it. Look at how many sins these brothers of
Yusuf (as) had done. Yet despite all these sins they still hoped for the Forgiveness of Allah (swt).
How then can we give up on it? How then can we think that we are beyond it? No, rather we must
ask Allah (swt) for forgiveness and we must believe with utmost certainty that He (swt) will forgive
us. He (swt) can do all things and nothing  whatsoever is beyond Him (swt). Not even forgiving
terrible sinners like you and me.
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how the brothers said “Most surely we have been sinners”. These brothers
crave the forgiveness of Allah (swt) because they realize that they have been sinners. They realize
all the wrong that they have done. They realize that what they have done was not pleasing to their
Lord and Master, So that is why they stress and emphasize here that they have indeed and truly
been sinners. The language that they use is beautiful. First there are two linguistic tools to stress
and emphasize the fact that they have indeed been sinners. Then there is the fact that they not
only say that they are sinners but they say that they have been sinners. So they even acknowledge
the fact that they have sinned over a continuous period of time. For years and years they harbored
jealousy and hatred for Yusuf (as). For years and years they looked down upon their father and
thought him (as) to be unjust in his treatment of them. For years and years they hid the truth from
him (as) as to what they had done with Yusuf (as). So they even acknowledge the fact here that
their sins were not isolated but that they were perpetual and continuous sins which lasted for years
and years. They acknowledge this fact. They acknowledge this fact with emphasis and certainty. Yet
despite all of this they still hope for the Forgiveness of their Lord. They know that as great as their
sins were the Forgiveness and Mercyof Allah (swt) was even greater.
 
Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must realize that the first step in seeking
Forgiveness from Allah (swt) is to first of all admit that we were wrong. How can you hope for Allah
(swt) to forgive you if you yourself will not even admit that you were wrong? That which is most
displeasing to Allah (swt) to be in the human being is arrogance and pride, and it is only such
arrogance that makes the human refuse to acknowledge his mistakes. He always has to be correct.
He always has to be perfect. So we have to strive to remove such thinking from ourselves. We have
to humble ourselves before the Glory and Majesty of Allah (swt). We have to admit our mistakes. We
have to admit our sins. This is the first step in the path to seeking the Forgiveness of Allah (swt).
Only when you humble yourself before your Lord and you realize your slave hood of Him (swt) will you
realize who you are and will you realize Who He (swt) IS. Only then can you have a hope of gaining
His (swt)’s Forgiveness. May Allah (swt) help us to realize our mistakes! May Allah (swt) allow us to
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His (swt)’s Forgiveness. May Allah (swt) help us to realize our mistakes! May Allah (swt) allow us to
turn to Him (swt) again and again!
 
[98] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Yaqoob (as) to the request that the
brothers had made in the previous ayah. Recall from the previous ayah how the brothers had asked
their father to seek Forgiveness for them from Allah (swt). What they craved more than anything
else was the Forgiveness from their Lord. They finally realized the enormity of the sins that they had
done. They realized how ungrateful to Allah (swt) they had been for all that He (swt) had given them.
They realized how arrogant they had been towards the Majestic and the True. They finally realized
Allah (swt) and they realized their own station with Him (swt). How could they have become so far
from Him (swt)? So distant from Him (swt)? Now all that they wanted was to come back to Allah
(swt). They needed it more than they needed the air that they breathed.
 
Allah (swt) tells us how Yaqoob (as) said “Soon I will seek forgiveness for you from my Lord”. First of
all notice the attitude of Yaqoob (as) towards these brothers. He (as) did not have any anger or
resentment towards them whatsoever. Even though they had done so much injustice to him (as).
They had taken his beloved sons away from him (as). They had hurt and caused pain to his most
beloved son. They had lied to him (as). They had accused him (as) of being unjust with them. They
had looked down upon him (as) and thought him (as) to be senile. They did all this to him (as) even
when they knew that he (as) was their father and their prophet. Still even though they had done so
much evil to him (as), Yaqoob (as) does not hurt them in any way. He (as) does not even say one
word to reprimand them when they finally admit their guilt before him (as). Once again this shows us
how Yaqoob (as) lived only for Allah (swt). All that he (as) cared about was pleasing his Lord. He (as)
knew that Allah (swt) likes maintaining family ties and that He (swt) likes those who forgive others.
That is why Yaqoob (as) forgave these brothers completely for all that they had done to him (as). He
(as) did it only for Allah (swt).
 
Not only does Yaqoob (as) forgive them and not reprimand them, but he (as) also honors their
request. He (as) tells them that he (as) is soon going to ask Allah (swt) to forgive them. One
question that may be posed here is that why does Yaqoob (as) say that he (as) is soon going to ask
forgiveness for them, why did he (as) not do so right there when they had asked him? The scholars
say that it was because he (as) wanted to wait till the time when prayers were most likely to be
accepted. We know that there are certain times in which Allah (swt) is more likely to answer our
prayers. For example during the last third of the night, or the time between dawn and sunrise, or the
late afternoon, or the day of Friday, or the month of Ramadan. These are all times in which our
prayers are more likely to be accepted. So the reason why Yaqoob (as) postpones this prayer for his
children is because he (as) wanted to wait for these times. We also should do the same. Of course
we should always be asking Allah (swt) to forgive us the many sins that we have done, but we must
be especially earnest during these times. How could we allow these times in our day come and go
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be especially earnest during these times. How could we allow these times in our day come and go
without taking advantage of them and asking Allah (swt) to forgive us in them? What is more
valuable than Forgiveness from Allah (swt)? Yaqoob (as) knew of these blessed times and that is why
he (as) waited for them to seek forgiveness of his Lord for his children.
 
Another reason that the scholars give as to why Yaqoob (as) postponed the seeking of forgiveness
for his children was so that he (as) could do it in private and so that he (as) could do it properly. The
seeking of forgiveness can not be a simple word that you say. Rather it must be a prayer that is
made out in earnest and with sincerity. So Yaqoob (as) wanted to take his time and make this dua for
his children properly. He (as) wanted to do it in private so that he (as) could truly call out to Allah
(swt) in sincerity. He (as) did not want his children to see him shed tears and cry out to Allah (swt).
He (as) wanted this prayer to be only between him and his Lord. So another lesson that we can take
from this is to realize how it is best that we make of our prayers in private. Now of course there
were some prayers that the Prophet (saw) made in public, such as the dua during the Friday Khutbah
or during the Witr Salah in Ramadan. But in general the Prophet (saw) would make most of his
prayers in private. When we make our prayers in private we built a special and personal relationship
with our Lord. No one knows how close we are except us. It is also a proof of our faith that we would
make dua in private. We are calling out to Allah (swt) because we are certain that He (swt) is there,
we are certain that He (swt) hears our prayers. Unfortunately some people in the Ummah today only
make dua when they are in a group. As we see from the example of the Prophet (saw) and the
example of Yaqoob (as) here that such is wrong. The best dua that we can make is when we are by
ourselves. When no one can hear our words except the One whom we want to hear them.
 
Finally Yaqoob (as) reminds the brothers about Allah (swt) that “Surely He is the Forgiving the
Merciful”. Recall from the previous part of the ayah how the brothers stressed with emphasis and
certainty that they were indeed sinners. They were sinners and they had been sinners for years
upon years. How then could they ever hope for the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) when they had been
s o disobedient to Him (swt)? Here Yaqoob (as) reminds them that they were not beyond the
Forgiveness of Allah (swt). Because by His (swt)’s very nature, by His (swt)’s very essence, He (swt)
is Forgiveness. This means that there is no sin that He (swt) will not forgive as long as forgiveness is
sincerely sought of Him (swt). Once Allah (swt) has forgiven then He (swt) will cover in His (swt)’s
Mercy because He (swt) is also the Merciful. Can you even begin to realize how Magnificent and
Sublime is He (swt)? How then can you turn away from Him (swt)?
 

 
 URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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