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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:95] They said “By Allah, you are surely in your old error”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us what was the response of the family of Yaqoob (as) to the
statement that he made in the previous ayah. Recall from the previous ayah how Yaqoob (as) had
told them how he had perceived the scent of Yusuf (as). Before we look at their response, we
should remind yourself once again that Yaqoob (as) was a prophet of Allah (swt). He (as) was one
who received revelation from Allah (swt). His family knew this fact very well. So in their response to
him (as) we can see how heedless they were of Allah (swt). How distant they were from Him (swt).
 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how they said “By Allah, you are surely in your old error”. Now
look here they are swearing by Allah (swt). They are mentioning His (swt)’s Name. And yet still they
are saying that their father, who they knew was a prophet of Allah (swt), was in error. Not only are
they saying that he (as) is in error but they are saying that he (as) is in his “old error”, and they
emphasize this fact again and again. By “old error” of course they mean that he is senile. Just like
Yaqoob (as) said that they would, they accuse him of having gone mad in his old age. They said this
when he (as) claimed that he (as) perceived the scent of Yusuf. For them it was absolutely

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


when he (as) claimed that he (as) perceived the scent of Yusuf. For them it was absolutely
impossible for Yusuf (as) to still be alive. It was even more impossible that their father could
perceive his scent when they could not and Yusuf (as) was also nowhere to be seen. It was
impossible for them, and so the only explanation for them was that their father was mad. Even
though he (as) did not display any signs of lunacy. Even though he (as) was a prophet of Allah (swt)
and they knew this fact without a doubt. None of this mattered. For them their father had gone
mad and they were certain of this fact. This shows us how they had forgotten about Allah (swt).
How heedless they were of Him (swt). If they would only had remembered Allah (swt) then they
would have believed that yes it is possible for Yusuf (as) to somehow still be alive. It is possible for
their father to perceive the scent of Yusuf (as). All of this would have been possible if they had only
remembered Allah (swt) and remembered how He (swt) can do anything.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how those who are heedless of Allah (swt) and
those who remember Him (swt) have very different views of looking at the reality. The family of
Yaqoob (as) was heedless of Allah (swt) at that time and so they could not believe how Yusuf (as)
could still be alive and how their father could perceive his scent. So the conclusion they reached was
that their father was crazy. But the reaction of Yaqoob (as) was different. When he (as) perceived
the scent of Yusuf, he (as) knew that he was not crazy. He (as)did not think that this scent which
he (as) was perceiving was him losing his mind. Rather he (as) knew that this was Allah (swt)
answering his prayer. He (as) knew that he (as) would soon be reunited with his son. So even
though Yaqoob (as) was blind at that time, he (as) saw the reality much better than his family did.
He (as) perceived Allah (swt) while they were blind to Him (swt).
 
They only saw this world and nothing else. So the people who are aware of Allah (swt) and the
people who are heedless of Him (swt) having very different ways of looking at this world. This is true
when you look at any group of people. For example look at what those in the West say about where
mankind and where the universe came from. They say that the universe came from a huge explosion
o f gases and they say that mankind came from monkeys. Of course these are the most
preposterous and ludicrous of theories. They do not have a single evidence for either of these
beliefs. But this is the best that they can do because they are so heedless of their Creator. This is
the best that they can come up with to explain the universe. Even though this makes no sense
whatsoever they will still believe in it with certainty just like they family of Yaqoob (as) believed with
certainty that he (as) was senile. This is because they are so heedless of Allah (swt). Because
Shaitan has lead them so far away from the Truth. For them now darkness has become light and
falsehood has become truth. The same can be said for those so called
Muslims who say that victory will never come for this Din and that we must compromise with the
West to make Islam compatible with secularism. These people are also utterly heedless of Allah
(swt). So they do not believe that the Islamic State will ever return. All that they see is this world.
They are blind to the Real and the True. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May
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They are blind to the Real and the True. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May
Allah (swt) allow us to see Him (swt) before we see the world!
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