
 
 

                                                                                     ....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah)
::....           
ARABIC

Walamma fasalati alAAeeru qalaaboohum innee laajidu reeha yoosufa lawla antufannidooni
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:94] And when the caravan had departed, their father said “Surely I perceive the scent of
Yusuf, though you would think me senile”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
In this ayah Allah (swt) returns our attention to Yaqoob (as). Allah (swt) shows us how his prayer
was answered. Although this story is a story in which everyone gone those through much trials and
hardships, in the end everything works out for the best for all people. In the end, everyone finds
peace and tranquility. Everyone finds contentment and joy. Everyone finds Allah (swt). For example
in the previous ayah we saw how Yusuf (as) forgave his brothers, and we saw how the enmity and
hatred that was between them was removed. Yusuf (as) gave them what was even better than his
forgiveness and that was that he (as) prayed to Allah (swt) to forgive them.
 
What is better than forgiveness from Allah (swt)? Through this prayer that Yusuf (as) made for his
brothers, all of the love and affection between them was restored. Now in this ayah Allah (swt)
brings our attention to Yaqoob (as). Allah (swt) shows us how even the severe trial that he (as) was
going through was lifted.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how the caravan left from Egypt. This in reference to the
brothers. Recall from the previous ayah how Yusuf (as) told them to return to Philistine with his
shirt. They are supposed to place the shirt on the face of Yaqoob (as) to restore his vision, and then
they are to bring their entire family to Egypt. Here Allah (swt) is bringing our attention to the
moment in time when their caravan departed from Egypt. At this very moment, Allah (swt) tells us
how Yaqoob (as) said in Philistine to the people who were around him “Surely I perceive the
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how Yaqoob (as) said in Philistine to the people who were around him “Surely I perceive the
scent of Yusuf”. How beautiful is this? Yaqoob (as) could feel the scent of his son even though the
caravan was still hundreds of miles away. Of course this was a miracle from Allah (swt). Allah (swt)
gave Yaqoob (as) the ability to perceive a scent that came from this shirt even though the shirt was
still hundreds of miles away. This scent was a good news for Yaqoob (as). A good news that his trial
was being lifted and that his prayer was being answered.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is that we can never know how Allah (swt) will answer our
prayer. Without a doubt Allah (swt) will answer our prayers if we sincerely and earnestly pray to Him
(swt). But sometimes the response can come in the most unexpected of ways. Look here at how
Yaqoob (as) found his prayer being answered. Would he (as) ever have thought that he (as) would
have had his prayers answered by him perceiving the scent of Yusuf in this way? No of course not,
but such does Allah (swt) surprise us. He (swt) surprises in the most wonderful of ways. So do not
ever give up on the dua that you are making to Allah (swt). Be more earnest and be more frequent
in your dua. Know that your Lord may surprise in a way that younever expected.
 
Ibn Abbass (ra) said in his tafsir of this ayah that the way that the scent of Yusuf (as) reached
Yaqoob (as) was through the wind. This wind which bore the scent of Yusuf (as) traveled a distance
of eight days and nights worth journey to reach to Philistine were Yaqoob (as) was. This reminds us
once again that everything on the earth is a servant of Allah (swt), even the wind. Everything
exists only to do His (swt)’s bidding. This shows once again that Allah (swt) is not absent from the
world for even a moment. He (swt) is not some old man sitting on a chair above the sky like the
Christians and some deviant Muslims believe. But rather He (swt) is with us all the time. He (swt) is
with us and He (swt) is closer to us than even our jugular vein. In this ayah Allah (swt) changed the
properties of the wind and made it to carry the scent of Yusuf (as) to his mourning father. How then
can you forget about Him (swt) when He (swt) is so close to you and He (swt) is involved with
everything that you do?
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how Yaqoob (as) said “though you would think me senile ”. Yaqoob (as)
told his family that he (as) perceived the scent of Yusuf. Now here he (as) tells them what they
would think of this. He (as) knows that they will think him to be senile because of this. They will
think of him (as) as having gone mad from his old age. However this statement of his actually shows
that he (as) is not senile. He (as) is actually quiet sane and he (as) is much more aware of the
reality than they are. The Reality is Allah (swt) and this world is the illusion. Those who are aware of
Allah (swt) and who remember Him (swt) are the ones who are sane. Those who are heedless of Him
(swt) and who only see the world are the ones who are lunatics.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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