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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:92] He said “No blame on you on this day, may Allah forgive you, and He is the most Merciful of
those who have mercy”.
 
[12:93] “Go with this shirt of mine, and cast it on my father’s face, he will come seeing, and bring
to me your families all together”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
[92 ]In this ayah Allah (swt) reveals to us the absolute perfection of the character of Yusuf (as).
This was the same character that the Prophet (saw) had. This was the character that Allah (swt)
described as a “tremendous character”. We know that when Allah (swt) created us He (swt)
breathed His Spirit into us. This means that there is something of Allah (swt) within us. Now of
course we do not mean this in the literal sense to say that Allah (swt) somehow lives within us.
Rather what this means is that we have the ability to have some of the Names and attributes of
Allah (swt) within us. Now the most salient feature of Allah (swt), the One Name that He (swt)
mentions again and again in the Quran, is His (swt)’s Mercy. Of course there is no one who can be as
merciful as Allah (swt). There is no one who can be as loving and as forgiving as the One Who is Love
and Who is Forgiveness. But if there is one creature among all of the creation of Allah (swt) who can
come close to this it is the human being. Allah (swt) has placed within the human being the ability to
rise above this world, to rise above the passions and the desires, to be one who is truly selfless. To
be one who can love, and forgive and show mercy like Him (swt). This was the Prophet (saw), this
was Yusuf (as), and this is how we should try to be.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how Yusuf (as) said “No blame on you on this day”. Now
that the brothers realized that this man in Egypt was really Yusuf (as), they were probably
expecting him (as) to punish them in some way. He (as) could have easily denied them the grain that
they were begging for. Since he (as) was close to the king, he (as) could even have had them
arrested and tortured. He (as) could have done whatever he (as) wanted with them. They were
completely at his mercy. So they were expecting some form of punishment from him. Would they
deserve anything less after what they had done to him (as)? But not only does Yusuf (as) not
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deserve anything less after what they had done to him (as)? But not only does Yusuf (as) not
punish them in any way, but he (as) does not even criticize or rebuke them. He (as) does not say
anything negative about them whatsoever. In fact he (as) even explicitly says that there is to be no
blame on them that day. This is to emphasize and acknowledge that there is to be nothing said
against them and nothing done against them. They will receive no punishment and not even any
form of criticism whatsoever. See here how forgiving Yusuf (as) to a people whohad done so much
wrong to him (as).
 
Also notice how Yusuf (as) says that there will be no blame on them on “this day”. By mentioning
“this day”, Yusuf (as) is also acknowledging that they have now changed. He (as) acknowledges the
fact that they are not the same people today who threw him into the well all those years ago. They
are different now. They have changed. So there is to be no blame on them whatsoever. See here
how not only does Yusuf (as) not blame his brothers for what they did, but he (as) even
compliments them and praises them for the fact that they have changed. For the fact that they
have finally brought Allah (swt) into their lives. How great then was the character of Yusuf (as) in
that not only would he (as) not blame his brothers for what they did, but he (as) even praises them
and compliments them. Despite all that they did to him (as), he (as) has nothing but love for them.
Why cannot we inculcate this kind of relationship with those in our family? Why cannot we love them
only for the sake of Allah (swt)? Shaitan always likes to create animosity between us and our family
members because he knows how displeasing it is to Allah (swt) when we fight. So he will make us to
see all that is wrong with them and he will make us to forget the good in them. This is the opposite
of what Yusuf (as) does. He (as) sees the good in his brothers and overlooks their evil? This was so
even though their evil was much greater than their good.
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “may Allah forgive you”. Not only does Yusuf (as)
not punish his brothers. Not only does he (as) not blame them in any way. Not only does he (as)
compliment them and remind them of the good in them, but as we see from this ayah he (as) even
prays for Allah (swt) to forgive them. This shows us once again the Ihsan of Yusuf (as). He (as)
served Allah (swt) as though he (as) beheld Him (swt). He (as) wanted nothing else except to please
His Lord. Because of this, he (as) was the best that he (as) could be with all of the creation of his
Lord, including his brothers. His relationship with them was through his relationship with Allah (swt).
He (as) loved them for the sake of Allah (swt). He (as) knew that it was Shaitan who made them to
do what they did. He (as) knew that there was still good in them. So he (as) prayed to Allah (swt)
for them.
 
This prayer was indeed the best that Yusuf (as) could do for his brothers. Because what is better
than forgiveness from Allah (swt)? This was better than the grain. Better than the merchandise.
Better than anything that this world has to offer. For Allah (swt) to forgive you. For Allah (swt) to
be pleased with you. For Allah (swt) to wipe away the wrong and the sin that you have done. When
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be pleased with you. For Allah (swt) to wipe away the wrong and the sin that you have done. When
you realize that there is so Magnificent and Perfect a Being as Allah (swt) what then can you desire
more than His Pleasure? What could you desire more than for Him (swt) to not be angry with you?
So we see the perfection of Yusuf (as)’s character here as well. Not only did he (as) not have any
hatred or anger for his brothers at all but he (as) gave them the best that he (as) could give them.
He (as) prayed to Allah (swt) for Him (swt) to forgive them.
 
Finally Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “and He is the most Merciful of those who
have mercy”. In the previous part of the ayah Yusuf (as) prayed to Allah (swt) to forgive his
brothers. In this part he (as) reminds them that Allah (swt) is the most Merciful of those who have
mercy. He (as) says this so that they never think that are beyond the Mercy of Allah (swt). As great
as the sins they have done. As numerous as their sins are. As distant as they have gone from their
Lord. They should never for one second think that they are beyond His (swt)’s Mercy. There are
creatures in this world who show mercy. A mother shows mercy for her young. A master sometimes
shows mercy for his servant. A king shows mercy for his subjects. As we mentioned all humans have
the ability to show mercy to others. So there is some mercy in this world. But there is none who has
Mercy like Allah (swt). The Mercy of Allah (swt) does not even compare with that of the creation.
Mercy is one of His (swt)’s Names. So He (swt) is Mercy by His very Essence just as He (swt) has
Mercy in what He (swt) does. So these brothers should never think that they are beyond the Mercy
of Allah (swt). They remember the mercy that their mother had with them when they were young.
The Mercy of Allah (swt) is to an infinitely greater degree than this. Now what kind of a Mercy is
this? Whenever we sin, whenever Shaitan makes us despair, may Allah (swt) then help us to
remember this Mercy! May Allah (swt) allow us to submit to Him (swt) even more, to worship and
glorify Him (swt) even more, because of this Mercy!
 
These words which Yusuf (as) spoke to his brothers in this ayah were the exact same words that
the Prophet (saw) spoke to the Quraysh chiefs when he (saw) conquered Makkah. Recall at the
beginning of this Surah how we talked about the similarity between Yusuf (as) with his brothers and
the Prophet (saw) with the Quraysh chiefs. After the conquest of Makkah, the Prophet (saw) found
himself in the same situation that Yusuf (as) was in this ayah. The Quraysh chiefs were now at his
mercy (saw). These same Quraysh chiefs who had done so much injustice and oppression to him
(saw). The ones who had hurt him (saw). The ones who had hurt his family. The ones who had
mocked him (saw) and ridiculed him (saw). The ones who had killed many of his beloved companions.
The ones who had opposed the Message that Allah (swt) had given him (saw) even when they knew
that is was the truth. We can even say that the evil that these chiefs did against the Prophet (saw)
was far greater than what Yusuf (as)’s brothers had done towards him (as). These Quraysh chiefs
were now at his mercy (saw). He (saw) could have done anything that he (saw) wanted with them.
But he (saw) did not do anything at all to them. He (saw) only said to them the words in this ayah
“No blame on you on this day, may Allah forgive you, and He is the most Merciful of
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“No blame on you on this day, may Allah forgive you, and He is the most Merciful of
those who have mercy”. What kind of a human being was he (saw)? What kind of a heart did he
(saw) have? He (saw) was one who lived purely for Allah (swt). See now what a beautiful human
being can be like. You have this capacity deep within you as well. All that you have to do is discover
your Lord and you will discover it. May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace!
 
[93] Recall the reason why Allah (swt) revealed this Surah. This Surah was revealed when the
Quraysh chiefs came and asked the Prophet (saw) to tell them how the children of Israil came to
Egypt. Some of the Jews had told them to pose this question to the Prophet (saw) in order to
discredit him (saw) and destroy the Message that he (saw) had been sent with. Now in this ayah
Allah (swt) tells them all how this happened. Allah (swt) tells them how the entire family of Yaqoob
(as) came to Egypt. Just a portion of this ayah would have been sufficient to answer their question.
But in addition to that, Allah (swt) revealed this entire Surah as well. In it is the story of the noble
prophet Yusuf (as) and his brothers. Wherein is a guidance for all mankind on how they can be what
they were created to be.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how Yusuf (as) said “Go with this shirt of mine”. Here
Yusuf (as) commands his brothers to go back to Philistine and to take his shirt with them. Notice the
emphasis once again on the shirt. This is the third time in the Surah that the shirt is mentioned. First
the shirt is what told Yaqoob (as) that Yusuf (as) was not eaten by a wolf as the brothers were
claiming. Second the shirt was what proved that Yusuf (as) was innocent and that he (as) did not
try to seduce the wife of the Aziz as she had claimed. Now here the shirt comes again, thus we see
Allah (swt) is drawing our attention to the shirt. From this we take the lesson once again that our
wearing of garments is also an important part of our worship and servitude of Allah (swt). As
Muslims we must remember to dress modestly and we must cover all that Allah (swt) has ordered to
be covered. We live in a society today where garments are designed to show and reveal what Allah
(swt) has ordered to be covered. So we need to take care and cover ourselves properly. If we do
not then we are rejecting and showing ingratitude for this blessing of clothing that Allah (swt) has
given us. Would He (swt) be pleased with that?
 
In the next part of the ayah we find the third purpose of the shirt when Yusuf (as) says “and cast
it on my father’s face, he will come seeing”. Now we know that Yaqoob (as) had gone blind
because of his crying for Yusuf (as). He (as) had cried so much that it had made him (as) blind. Here
Yusuf (as) tells his brothers to place his shirt over the face of his father and he (as) tells them how
this will restore his vision. Now it is important for us to realize that it was not the shirt itself that
cured Yaqoob (as), nor was it any power that Yusuf (as) had. Rather it was only Allah (swt) Who
removed the blindness. Allah (swt) simply willed for him (as) to be cured when the shirt was placed
on him (as), but it was not the shirt that did it. There is no might nor power except in Allah (swt).
This is something that we must always remind ourselves of. We should never keep our trust in
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This is something that we must always remind ourselves of. We should never keep our trust in
medicines or talismans to cure us of our illnesses, but we should always remember that it is Allah
(swt) Who cures all. Now of course when we are sick we can take medicines, but we must never
think that it was the medicine which cured us. Allah (swt) cured us and He (swt) sometimes does it
through medicines that we take. Similarly Yusuf (as) tells his brothers here that his father will be
cured when his shirt is placed on him. But we know that it was Allah (swt) Who cured him (as) and
not the shirt.
 
Also notice in this ayah how Yusuf (as) says “he will come seeing”. There is a subtle yet powerful
beauty of the language here. We see from the next part of the ayah that Yusuf (as) wants his
entire family to come to Egypt. Now of course this includes his father as well. However Yusuf (as)
has so much respect and regard for his father that he (as) does not want to order or command his
father in any way. In other words he (as) does not want to tell his father to come to Egypt. So
instead of commanding his father to come, he (as) says “he will come seeing”. So in this one
statement Yusuf (as) is both telling his brothers how his father’s vision will be restored and he (as) is
also telling them how his father will come to Egypt. In telling them that his father will “come to Egypt
seeing” he (as) is also implying that his father should come to Egypt. So rather than ordering his
father to come to Egypt, Yusuf (as) puts it in this way. From this on the one hand we can see the
respect and reverence that we too must have for our parents, and at the same time we can also
see the beauty of the Quran in how Allah (swt) can place so much meaning in only a few words. Who
but Allah (swt) could have produced this Book?
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “and bring to me your families all together”.
Look here at how much is the Ihsan of Yusuf (as) towards his brothers. Not only has he (as)
completely forgiven them for all of the wrong that they have done to him (as). Not only has he (as)
even prayed to Allah (swt) to forgive them. Not only has he (as) given them a means by which the
vision of their father can be restored. But as we see from this ayah, he (as) even allows them to
bring all of their families to Egypt. You cannot even begin to realize how great and magnificent was
this bounty that he (as) bestowed on them. At that time Egypt was the land of wealth and
prosperity. It was the only land in which there was sufficient food and provisions for the people. It
was the only land in which death and pestilence was not widespread. So Yusuf (as) does a great
favor to his brothers by not allowing them to come to Egypt, but also by allowing them to bring all
their families as well. Without a doubt these brothers must have had families of their own by now.
Yusuf (as) allows them all to come and settle in Egypt. How much then was the Ihsan, the
excellence in character and behavior, of Yusuf (as) towards his brothers? From this we can once
again take the lesson that we need to be the best that we can be towards our families. Yusuf (as)
had no reason to bring his entire family to Egypt. It did not bring him (as) any benefit in any way. On
the contrary, it probably cost him (as) a lot of effort to convince the king to allow this large group of
foreigners to come and settle in Egypt. So why then did he (as) do it? Of course it was only to
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foreigners to come and settle in Egypt. So why then did he (as) do it? Of course it was only to
please Allah (swt). So we too must strive to be the best that we can be towards our families. Even
if we may not always find the love for them. Even if they may have done wrong to us. We must still
be our best to them. Not for them. Not for ourselves. But only for Allah (swt). Because of our love
for Allah (swt) we must love them. Because we want Allah (swt) to forgive us all of the sins that we
have done, we must forgive them what they have done. Let us not forget that this Surah was
revealed shortly before the Islamic State was established in Madinah. That is why Allah (swt)
reminds us here that the foundation of the Muslim society is the Muslim family, and well being of the
society depends of the well being of the family. Study the life of the Prophet (saw). See how he
(saw) behaved towards his family. Then remember that every good deed that you can do for your
family is among the most pleasing of acts for your family.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub

VISIT | JOIN

GOOGLE GROUPS | YAHOO GROUPS | REGISTER | WEEKLY POST | PUBLICATION SPECIAL | AR-
RAHEEQ E-PAPERS | FEEDBACK | REPORT ERROR

© Since 2004  | http://www.tharjuma.com  | http://www.quranintamil.com | http://www.tamiltafsir.com 
 

Powered by RMDA-RIMD
 
                                                                                                                                                   

 PDFmyURL.com

http://groups.google.com/group/tharjumadaily/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Tharjuma/
http://www.quranintamil.com/register.aspx
http://tharjumaweeklypost.blogspot.com/
http://tharjuma.blogspot.com/
http://www.scribd.com/Tharjuma Daily
http://www.quranintamil.com/feedback.aspx
http://www.quranintamil.com/reporterror.aspx
http://www.tharjuma.com/
http://www.quranintamil.com/
http://www.rmdarimd.com/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

