
 
 

                                                                                     ....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah)
::....           
ARABIC

Falamma dakhaloo AAalayhi qalooya ayyuha alAAazeezu massana waahlanaalddurru waji/na bibidaAAatin
muzjatinfaawfi lana alkayla watasaddaq AAalayna innaAllaha yajzee almutasaddiqeena
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:88] So when they entered upon him, they said “O Aziz, we and our family have been touched
by hardship, and we have brought worthless merchandise, so give us the full measure and be
charitable to us, surely Allah loves those who charitable”.
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With this ayah Allah (swt) begins the final chapter in this beautiful story. This ayah begins the scene
where Yusuf (as) is finally reunited with his brothers. In this scene compare now the situation of
Yusuf (as) with the situation of his brothers. Then compare and contrast this to the time when the
brothers had put Yusuf (as) in the well. Look at how their situations had changed. These brothers
now were the ones who were weak. They were the ones who needed Yusuf (as) to look after them.
This is how Allah (swt) works. This is how He (swt) changes the fortunes of those whom He (swt) is
pleased with. So if you always strive to please Allah (swt), then you have to believe that He (swt)
will change your condition for the better as well.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “So when they entered upon him, they said “O Aziz”.
So at the request of their father these nine brothers travel to Egypt. They return to where Yusuf
(as) was and they enter in upon him (as). They address him as “O Aziz”. Once again this does not
mean that Yusuf (as) had a position of power, it is only the brothers showing regard and respect for
him (as). They know that he (as) has the power to help them now by giving them grain so they refer
to him (as) as the “powerful one”. They think that they can play to his ego in the hope that he (as)
will be kind to them. They still did not realize at all who they were dealing with.
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how they said to him “we and our family have been touched by
hardship”. Their father sent them to Egypt to in quire about Yusuf (as) and Binyamin, but we can
see from this ayah where their mind was. They were only concerned with getting grain for their
family. They were only concerned with the material provisions of this world. They knew the order
that their father had given them. They knew that according to the Law of Allah (swt) they should
have listened to him. But they did not, they still focused on this world and the provisions of  it. So
we can see how love of this world still lingered in these brothers. Their focus was still on this world.
Their focus was still on filling their bellies. As you travel this path to Allah (swt), you should realize
from this how dangerous the life of this world can be. How it can draw you to it again and again. So
turn away from it. Do not let it occupy your mind. Rather try to spend every moment you have
thinking about Allah (swt). All that matters is He (swt).  So these brothers tell Yusuf (as) that they
and their family have been touched by hardship. This of course refers to the famine. The famine was
just as bad in Philistine as it was in Egypt. Only in Philistine they did not store any food, so now the
people had almost nothing. They were literally starving. The language of the ayah truly brings to life
the desperation of their situation. They were deprived of everything. Even the most basic needs of
food and water. Such was the extent of the hardship that afflicted them. Of this do they complain
to Yusuf (as).
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how the brothers said “and we have brought worthless
merchandise”. Now the brothers have no more merchandise which they can trade with. They had
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merchandise”. Now the brothers have no more merchandise which they can trade with. They had
used up all of their merchandise the last time they came for grain. Now they had nothing left. So all
they brought was worthless merchandise. Things that have no value whatsoever. They did not want
to come empty-handed so they came with these. But in reality it was junk. This was all that they
could offer Yusuf (as). These brothers whose only concern was the life of this world.
 
See now how much of this world they had. Then Allah (swt) tells us how they said “so give us the
full measure”. We see from here that their concern was this world. What they wanted was the full
measure of grain. They did not ask about Yusuf (as) and Binyamin like their father had requested.
Now you might argue that their situation was desperate. You might say that they were in desperate
need for food, and so it was justifiable that they not listened to their father. But this is not true.
There are no excuses to disobey Allah (swt). Even if you are starving. Even if you are dying. Your
first and primary concern should still be your Lord. Remember that you exist for Him (swt) and not
for yourself. It is true that this is a high ideal to reach, but nonetheless we should still be striving to
reach it. Even if we never make it to this level, we have to keep trying. This was the station that
the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah (ra) were at. This was the station where Allah (swt) expects us
to be in.
 
Finally Allah (swt) tells us how they said “and be charitable to us, surely Allah loves those
who charitable”. These brothers knew that they do not have anything. They knew that Yusuf (as)
is under no obligation to give them anything. Their people had to came his land as thieves even
when he had been so kind and generous to them. They had broken the trust that he (as) had given
them. So why then should Yusuf (as) have done anything for them now? They say that it is because
of Allah (swt). They ask Yusuf (as) to be charitable towards them because surely Allah (swt)
rewards those who give in charity.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is to see once again the desperate situation that these
brothers were in. Here they are literally begging Yusuf (as) to give them some food. Look here at
how low Allah (swt) had reduced them to be. These same brothers who used to be so proud and
arrogant. These brothers who once thought that they were invulnerable and that nothing could
harm them. These brothers who thought that they were deserving of everything. Now they realized
their wretchedness. Now they realized how weak they were. They felt their stomachs pang with
hunger. They saw their families starving. They had to go to a foreign land and beg of a foreigner to
give them food. Now they realized the consequences of their turning away from Allah (swt). Now
they realized how much they were in need of Him (swt). Therein lies the other lesson for us in this
ayah and that is to see how their desperation made them finally remember Allah (swt). They ask
Yusuf (as) to be charitable towards them and the reason they give is that Allah (swt) will reward the
charitable. This is the first time in the story that these nine brothers mention the Name of their
Lord. Now when they were in such desperation that was when they finally remembered Him (swt).
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Lord. Now when they were in such desperation that was when they finally remembered Him (swt).
This serves to remind us once again of the hidden blessing inside every trial and difficulty. That is
that it makes us remember our Lord. It turns us away from this world and towards Allah (swt). How
great then is this blessing? Is not what we strive for to remember Allah (swt) at every moment? Is
not the purpose of our existence to worship Him (swt)? So do not despair then at any trial that
comes to you. Remember this blessing in it. Remember your Lord and then call out to Him (swt) to
relieve you of your difficulty.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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