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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:83] He said “Bal, rather your souls have made the matter seem light to you, so beautiful
patience, perhaps Allah will bring them all to me, surely He is the Knowing and the Wise”.
 
[12:84] And he turned away from them, and said “O my sorrow for Yusuf”, and his eyes turned
white from sadness and he was suppressing.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
[83] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Yaqoob (as) to what the brothers
had told him in the previous ayah. Try to imagine once again the desperate situation that this noble
prophet was in. He (as) was a prophet of Allah (swt) and look at the great trials that Allah (swt) put
him through. How then can you complain at the trials that your Lord gives you? How can you say
that you do not have the strength to bear them? What are your difficulties compared to what this
noble prophet had to go through? Yaqoob (as) had already lost Yusuf (as) and only with pain and
reservation did he (as) agree to send Binyamin with the brothers. His family was in the midst of a
great famine. They did not have enough food to eat or water to drink.
 
Now his own sons are coming to him and telling him that his own son is a thief. They are telling him
that his son is a thief and that as a consequence of that he has been taken as a slave by the
Egyptians. Not only that but they are also telling him that one of children has chosen not to return
home. So Yaqoob (as) has lost not two but three children. In the midst of a famine, he (as) finds
that he (as) has lost of his three of his sons. This was the great trial that his Lord chose to gave
him (as). Pray to Allah (swt) that you do not get such trials. You know that you do not have the
strength to bear them.
 
Allah (swt) tells us how Yaqoob (as) first said “Bal, rather your souls have made the matter
seem light to you”. Notice that these were the same words that Yaqoob (as) spoke to the
brothers the last time when they came and told him (as) that Yusuf (as) had been eaten by the

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


brothers the last time when they came and told him (as) that Yusuf (as) had been eaten by the
wolf. He (as) speaks the same words to them here. He (as) tells them that their souls have made a
great matter seem small to them. But what is this great matter? Is the situation here the same as
was with Yusuf (as)? Is Yaqoob (as) certain that these brothers were lying this time? Does he (as)
think that they had done something to Binyamin like they had done to Yusuf (as)? It seems to  us,
and of course Allah (swt) Knows best, that Yaqoob (as) knew that the brothers were speaking the
truth this time. He (as) knew that they were not lying in what they said. The reason why we say
this is because of the testimony that they brought. Remember that this time they came with the
testimony of both the people of the town, and the people of the caravan. So if Yaqoob (as)
doubted them then he (as) could have checked with these people. They could have easily verified
the truth of what these brothers were saying. So most likely Yaqoob (as) knew that the brothers
were speaking the truth this time. Why then does he (as) once again say to them that their souls
had made a great matter seem small to them? What is this great matter of evil that their souls
have made seem small? We believe that it is their treatment of their brothers and their disregard for
the oath that they had given their father.
 
The first evil that these brothers had done was the injustice that they did against Binyamin with
their tongues. The cruel words that they spoke against him. Binyamin was their own brother and
their brother in Islam, but still they spoke against him and told their father that he was a thief. This
was not right. They should have known better than to speak such evil about their Muslim brother. If
anything they should have said that the Egyptians had accused Binyamin of theft instead of saying
that he was a thief. They should have avoided saying anything evil about their brother at all costs.
But they did not. They spoke evil about him and called him a thief because they still had jealousy
and hatred for him. Even if it seemed to them that their brother had done this evil they still should
have spoken only good about him. They should have always thought the best of their brother and
spoke of him even better. But they did not. They called him a thief and they did not think much of
what they said. This was the first matter of great evil that their souls made seem small to them.
 
The second matter of great evil that these brothers had done was the lack of regard that they had
for the oath which they had taken from Allah (swt) Himself. The elder brother realized the
weightiness of this oath. That was why he refused to leave Egypt until Allah (swt) judges for him or
his father gives him permission. That brother was terrified to go back to Philistine without Binyamin.
He was terrified to break the oath that he had taken from Allah (swt). These brothers however did
not share the same reverence for the oath that they had taken from Allah (swt). They  broke the
oath by returning home without the boy and they did not think much of it. Thus did their souls make
this great matter of breaking an oath from Allah (swt) seem light to them. They were still so
heedless of Allah (swt) that they could break this oath without it terrifying them.
 
So now look at the situation of Yaqoob (as). Not only had he (as) lost three of his children, but his
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So now look at the situation of Yaqoob (as). Not only had he (as) lost three of his children, but his
other sons had committed such great evil and they still did not even realize the magnitude of the
evil that they had done. Back-biting and the breaking of oaths. These are among the greatest of
sins but these brothers did not even realize it. They committed these sins without them thinking
much of it. Without them realizing how displeasing it was to Allah (swt). How painful must it have
been for a father to see his sons this way? A father who is a prophet of Allah (swt). What else then
could Yaqoob (as) say at a moment like this other than “so beautiful patience”? Beautiful
patience was all that Yaqoob (as) could have. The grief was overflowing and all that Yaqoob (as)
could do was try to the best of his ability to contain it and suppress it for the sake of Allah (swt).
The Arabic word sabr means much more than patience. It means restraint and control, like you
would restrain and control a wild animal. This is what Yaqoob (as) had to do.
 
The only reason why Yaqoob (as) was able to do this was because his heart was attached to Allah
(swt). He (as) lived for Allah (swt). He (as) thought of Allah (swt) at every moment of his day.
Because of this relationship that he (as) had with his Creator and Sustainer, he (as) was able to
weather this storm that came upon him (as) in torrents and torrents. Because of this relationship he
(as) was able to have beautiful patience. The lesson that we can take from this is to realize that the
key to making it though this life is patience and the key to patience is our relationship with Allah
(swt). Islam is nothing but our relationship with Allah (swt). This Din is nothing but our quest to know
our Lord and our quest to come closer to Him (swt) in everything that we do. Allah (swt) is Who we
should be thinking of at every moment of our day that passes. We should realize that every breath
we take is only because of Him (swt).This remembrance, these thoughts, are what will help us to
make it through this life and all of the trials that this life contains. Without a doubt there will be
trials in this life, such is the nature of this life, but what will help us to make it through these trials is
our remembrance of Allah (swt). Only Allah (swt) can save us if only we would think of Him (swt).
 
So we said that Yaqoob (as) was able to make it through these trials by his remembrance of Allah
(swt). His beautiful patience came from his thoughts of his Lord. The proof for that can be seen in
the very next part of the ayah when he (as) says “perhaps Allah will bring them all to me”.
Just like last time, this time as well Yaqoob (as) speaks of Allah (swt) right after he (as) says
“beautiful patience”. This shows us that his patience comes from his remembrance of his Lord. Here
Yaqoob (as) speaks of a wish that he (as) has. A hope that he (as) has. Yaqoob (as) says that he
(as) hopes that Allah (swt) will return all of them to him (as). “All of them” here refers to Yusuf (as),
Binyamin and the oldest brother. Yaqoob (as) says that perhaps, perchance, his Lord will bring them
all back to him (as). Not only is this a declaration of a great hope that he (as) has in his heart, but
this is also a prayer that he (as) is making to Allah (swt). Yaqoob (as) is calling out to Allah (swt) to
return all of his sons to him (as).
 
From this we not only see the patience of this noble prophet but we also see the great hope that he
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From this we not only see the patience of this noble prophet but we also see the great hope that he
(as) had in his Lord. Even after all of these years, even after all of this time, he (as) still has a hope
that Allah (swt) will return Yusuf (as) to him (as). How many years now must it have been since
Yusuf (as) was taken away from him (as)? It must have been years upon years. But he (as) still has
this hope that Allah (swt) will bring the boy back to him (as). This was because Yaqoob (as)’s heart
first saw Allah (swt) before he (as) saw this world. When he (as) saw Allah (swt) he (as) knew that
anything was possible for Him (swt). Even though everything that he (as) saw of the world was
telling him (as) that his son was gone, he (as) still knew that Allah (swt) was there. When Allah (swt)
is there then there is always hope. This hope was what Yaqoob (as) had. That is why he (as) always
believed that one day Yusuf (as) would return. So the lesson that we can take from this is that we
must never give up on our dua. When we are making a prayer to Allah (swt) then we can never give
up on it. We can never stop our prayer if a response does not come immediately nor can we
question as to why the response is not coming. We have to keep praying to Allah (swt) and know
that He (swt) hears our prayer. We have to realize that He (swt) loves us and that He (swt) has a
Wisdom in not responding immediately. The moment that we give up on our prayer, the moment that
we question as to why a response is not coming, that is when we may have destroyed our prayer.
 
Also note that this time Yaqoob (as) did not say that he (as) seeks refuge in Allah (swt) from what
they say like he (as) did last time. Last time when the brothers came and told him (as) that Yusuf
(as) had been eaten by the wolf, he (as) sought refuge in Allah (swt) against what they were
saying. This time however he did not, and that shows us that this time he (as) knew that they were
speaking the truth. He (as) knew that they were speaking the truth when they said that Binyamin
was taken as a slave by the Egyptians on the charge of stealing. This also shows us that the matter
of great evil which their souls had made to seem light was not their lying or their hurting their
brother physically like it was the last time, but this time their evil was the oath that they broke and
the words of evil that they spoke against their brother. This shows us that backbiting and the
breaking of promises are as great sins in the Sight of Allah (swt) as lying and physical assault are.
So even if your Muslim brother had done some evil, to speak about his evil to other people for no
reason is as great a sin as attacking him with a knife. May Allah (swt) help us to realize this! May
Allah (swt) save us from such sins!
 
Yaqoob (as) ends his prayer to bring back his children by saying “surely He is the Knowing and
the Wise”. Here he (as) reminds himself of these two Names of his Lord. Allah (swt) Knows every
single thing with the most perfect and complete of Knowledge, and He (swt) has the most perfect
Wisdom. These are two Names that we can never forget as well whenever we make a prayer to
Allah (swt). Allah (swt) Knows how desperate we are in need of what we are asking for. Allah (swt)
Knows our need more than we ourselves know it. He (swt) is also Wise in that He (swt) Knows when
is the best time for Him (swt) to give us what we are asking for. So whenever you make a dua to
your Lord then remember these two Names of the One Whom you are praying to. Remember that in
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your Lord then remember these two Names of the One Whom you are praying to. Remember that in
justice and in fairness, if you were in any way deserving of what you are asking for, and if what you
are asking for is truly what is best for you then Insha Allah you will get it. But you will get it when
Allah (swt) Sees it fit for you to have it. Allah (swt) Knows and we do not know, Allah (swt) is Wise
and we are not. May Allah (swt) help us to realize this! May Allah (swt) help us to always remember
these Names of His (swt) whenever we call out to Him (swt)!
 
[84] In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us the words of Yaqoob (as) when his children
brought him (as) the terrible news. They had told him that his beloved son Binyamin was a thief and
that he had been taken as a slave by the Egyptians. His eldest son had remained behind in Egypt
and he had vowed not to leave until his father forgives or Allah (swt) judges for him. His family was
in the grip of a terrible famine and now their only source of food had been cut off. So wave upon
wave were the trials that Yaqoob (as) had to face. Trials that would have broken most other men.
So reflect once again on the trials that Allah (swt) gave for this man. This man who had done
nothing but worship and sever Allah (swt) for his whole life. How then can you complain at the trials
and difficulties that you have to face? Why can you not realize that such trials are the nature of
this world?
 
Allah (swt) begins by saying “And he turned from away them”. Yaqoob (as) could see now that
these brothers had not reformed. They still had this jealousy for Yusuf (as) and Binyamin. They still
failed to remember Allah (swt). Their hearts were still attached to the life of this world. They still
cared more about themselves than they did for their Creator. So Yaqoob (as) turned away from
them. He (as) did not want to be close to them. How could he (as) be close to a people who were
heedless of the Real and the True? Even though they were his own children, Yaqoob (as) still turned
away from them. Now of course he (as) still loved them and he (as) still treated them fairly and
justly because they were still Muslims and they were his children. But at the same time he (as) did
not want to be close to them. He (as) did not feel this connection with them because of the fact
that they were so distant from Allah (swt). So after they had done this great evil of breaking a
promise from Allah (swt) and slandering Binyamin by calling him a thief, Yaqoob (as) turned away
from these brothers.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is that we must also turn away from those who are heedless
of Allah (swt). Those who indulge in vice and sin. As the Prophet (saw) has warned us, the thinking
and behavior of those who are around us will affect us. If they are close to Allah (swt) then it will
also bring us closer to Him (swt). But if they are distant from Him (swt) then it will only take us away
from Him (swt). When we live for Allah (swt) why then would we ever do anything that will take us
away from our reason for being? No of course sometimes we may be forced to be with the heedless.
Sometimes we need to interact with them for trade or business, or even more importantly when we
want to carry dawah to them and bring them closer to Allah (swt). These are the only times when
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want to carry dawah to them and bring them closer to Allah (swt). These are the only times when
we should be close to such people. And even when we are with them we must make certain that we
do not forget Allah (swt). We must make sure that the moments we spend with them do not take us
away from our Lord. But the best is to avoid such people as much as possible. Yaqoob (as) knew
that he (as) could not find his Lord in these brothers who continue to persist in sin, so he (as) turned
away from them. So too must we leave those who are heedless of Him (swt) and those who
continue live in disobedience to His (swt)’s Law. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace!
 
After Yaqoob (as) turns away from the brothers he (as) says to himself “O my sorrow for
Yusuf”. There was much that caused despair for Yaqoob (as), but nothing caused him (as) as much
sorrow as the loss of Yusuf (as). Even after all of these years he (as) still grieved for his lost boy.
So much was his grief for the loss of Yusuf (as) that this grief consumed all other grieves. It
weighed the heaviest on his heart. As we mentioned Yaqoob (as) tried to treat all of his children
equally, but he (as) had this special love for Yusuf (as) that he (as) did not have for the others. This
was not under his control, it was the love that came in his heart because of who Yusuf (as) was.
There was no one else like Yusuf. So righteous. So pious. So humble. And so absolutely dedicated to
Allah (swt) was he (as). Yaqoob (as) loved the boy unlike he (as) loved anyone else in this world.
Even after all of these years the pain of that wound had not eased. Every day that he (as) did not
see the boy was like a dagger in his heart. That is why in this ayah he (as) cries out for his sorrow
for Yusuf (as). He (as) calls out to this sorrow for it consumes him. He (as) asks of it to leave him
(as) for a moment. To show him (as) a moment of mercy.
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us “and his eyes turned white from sadness”. Yaqoob (as) was crying.
So much was his sadness that he (as) was crying. Not only was he (as) crying, but he (as) was
crying so much that his eyes turned white from crying. The scholars say that he (as) was crying so
much that his eyes turned so that the pupils were no longer at the center of his eyes. This made his
eyes to become white and it caused him to go blind. Can you then even begin to imagine how much
he (as) must have been crying? How much was the sadness that must have consumed him (as)?
How much he (as) must have loved Yusuf (as)?
 
This serves to remind us once again that is those who are close to Allah (swt) who are the most
severely tried by him (as). So if you are facing any trial in your life then take glad tidings at the fact
that this very well could mean that Allah (swt) is pleased with you. Allah (swt) wants to bring you
close to Him (swt) through that trial. Do not necessarily think that it is because you are evil or
because of a sin that you did that this trial has befell you. Look at Yaqoob (as). He (as) was a
prophet of Allah (swt). That means that he (as) did not commit any sins. Still a calamity this great
befell him (as). So do not ever think that your difficulties and your pain are because of your sins. It
may well be that Allah (swt) wants to raise you in rank and bring you closer to Him (swt). Just as
you console yourself by reminding yourself of how others like you have gone through such trials, you
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you console yourself by reminding yourself of how others like you have gone through such trials, you
must also be grateful to Allah (swt) that He (swt) has not given you a trial so severe like He (swt)
gave to Yaqoob (as). Men are supposed to be emotionally stronger than women and children. Yaqoob
(as) was not only a man but he (as) was also a prophet and the head of his family. So without a
doubt he (as) was strong emotionally. How great then must have been his sorrow for him (as) to cry
like this? Of all of the trials and difficulties that Allah (swt) has given you, has He (swt) ever given
you a calamity that has made you cry? Even when you have cried, have you cried like this? It is only
us in our arrogance who think that the trials that we go through are severe. But if we compare the
difficulties that we are facing to what Yaqoob (as) had to face then we will see that what we are
going through is nothing, So you should be thankful to Allah (swt) that He (swt) did not give you a
trial as great as this. Your gratitude to Allah (swt) should translate into you doing more of the
actions that are pleasing to Him (swt) and staying away from what is displeasing to Him (swt).
 
Finally in this ayah Allah (swt) says “for he was suppressing”. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt)
tells us the reason why Yaqoob (as) eyes turned white. It was because he (as) was suppressing all
of the grief that he (as) had. So much grief did Yaqoob (as) have. Still he (as) did not shout it out to
the world. He (as) did not wail or moan or grieve to others. Rather He (as) kept it to himself. This
was the reason why this grief consumed him so, it was because he (as) kept it to himself. How great
then was his sorrow? Even more importantly how much was his patience? It was like an ocean was
swelling up inside of him (as) but he (as) kept it all contained within himself. This was how great his
grief was. So realize once again all that those before you had to go through. See how they were
tested. Be thankful to Allah (swt) that you have not received trials as great as this. Then meet with
resilience and fortitude all of the difficulties and misfortunes that happen to you. If Yaqoob (as) was
able to suppress this ocean of grief then can you not contain whatever difficulty befalls you?
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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