
 
 

                                                                                     ....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah)
::....           
ARABIC

Falamma istay-asoo minhu khalasoonajiyyan qala kabeeruhum alam taAAlamoo anna abakumqad akhatha
AAalaykum mawthiqan mina Allahi waminqablu ma farrattum fee yoosufa falan abrahaal-arda hatta ya/thana

lee abee aw yahkumaAllahu lee wahuwa khayru alhakimeena
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IrjiAAoo ila abeekum faqooloo yaabana inna ibnaka saraqa wama shahidnailla bima AAalimna wama
kunnalilghaybi hafitheena

Wais-ali alqaryata allatee kunnafeeha waalAAeera allatee aqbalna feehawa-inna lasadiqoona

TAMIL Translation | E.M.Abdul Rahman
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:80] So when they despaired of him, they met together in secret, the biggest of them said
“Do you not know that surely your father took from each of you an oath from Allah and before this
how you had failed in your duty to Yusuf. So I will not leave the land until my father gives me
permission or Allah judges for me. And He is the Best of Judges”.
 
[12:81] “Return to your father, and say ‘O our father, surely your son has stolen, and we do not
witness except to that which we know, and we are not guardians for the unseen’”.
 
[12:82] “And ask the town where we were, and the caravan the one in which we returned, and
surely we are of the truthful”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
[80] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what happened next with the brothers of Yusuf (as). Allah
(swt) begins this ayah by saying “So when they despaired of him”. The Arabic word fa which
we have translated here as “so” shows that the brothers only gave up on trying to convince Yusuf
(as) after a long and desperate struggle.. Recall from the previous ayah how they had made this
request of Yusuf (as) that one of them be taken instead of Binyamin, and recall how he (as) had
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request of Yusuf (as) that one of them be taken instead of Binyamin, and recall how he (as) had
said that if he (as) were to take any but the thief then he (as) would be among the unjust. So we
see from this part of the ayah that they had pleaded and pleaded with Yusuf (as) to make this
exchange. They were desperate to make this trade. They were begging him and begging him. After
all this they finally had to give up. Now see once again what is the end of those who turn away
from Allah (swt) and what is the end of those who serve Him (swt). See how these brothers had to
completely abase themselves before Yusuf (as) and see how he (as) controlled their fate
completely.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “they met together in secret”. When the brothers had finally despaired
of convincing Yusuf (as) they held a secret meeting. They all conferred together in private. Now
they had given up hope on Yusuf (as). They realized that they could not convince him otherwise.
They could not bribe him (as) and they could not say anything to make him (as) change his mind. His
resolve was firm not to make the exchange for Binyamin. His resolve was firm that justice be done.
His resolve was firm that what was pleasing to his Lord was what would be. So they gathered
together in private to discuss what they should do next. They asked for a meeting in private so
that Yusuf (as) and the other Egyptian officials would not hear what they spoke.
 
Allah (swt) then brings our attention to the speech of the one whom He (swt) refers to as “the
biggest of them”. Now most likely this does not mean that this brother was the biggest of them
in terms of size. Rather the scholars have given several reasons as to why Allah (swt) refers to him
as “the biggest of them”. One reason could be that he was the oldest of them. Another reason
could be that he was the most intelligent of them. Another reason could be that he was the closest
of them to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) Knows best but most likely all of these opinions are correct. This
brother was big in terms of his age, in terms of his intelligence, and most importantly in terms of his
closeness to his Lord. Because this brother remembered Allah (swt), He (swt) considered him to be
bigger than the others. Allah (swt) considered the others to be small and insignificant because they
did not remember Him (swt) much. This shows us once again that our Lord’s estimation of us is
based on how much we think of Him (swt) and how much we strive to please Him (swt). This was
also most likely the brother who did not want to kill Yusuf (as) but who suggested instead that he
(as) be placed in the bottom of a well. Once again Allah (swt) Knows best!
 
Allah (swt) then tells us how this brother said to the others. “Do you not know that surely
your father took from each of you an oath from Allah and before this how you had
failed in your duty to Yusuf”. Here this brother reminds the others of their situation. They had
given their father a solemn oath from Allah (swt) Himself. In this oath they had promised him that
they would not return except with Binyamin. As evil as they were these brothers still realized what
it meant to take an oath from Allah (swt). They knew that such an oath was not meant to be
broken. They knew that they would be bringing upon themselves pain in both this life and the next
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broken. They knew that they would be bringing upon themselves pain in both this life and the next
if they were to break such an oath. So this is what this brother reminded them of first. Then he
also reminds them of how they had failed in their duty to Yusuf (as). They also had a duty to look
after and care for Yusuf (as). They had promised their father that they would be his protectors and
they had failed in that promise. How then could they return to their father having failed time and
time again? How then could they return to their father having broken so tremendous an oath?
 
This brother reminds them of these facts. He reminds them that they best think twice about
leaving Egypt without Binyamin. Notice in this ayah the change that has happened in this brother.
Here he is actually blaming himself and the others for their failure to look after Yusuf (as). Let us
not forget that at the beginning of the Surah he was the one who had suggested that Yusuf (as)
be placed in the well. Now look at how his behavior and his outlook had changed. He felt regret
because of what had happened in the past. He blamed himself and his fellow brothers for their
failure to look after Yusuf (as). Now he actually cared for Allah (swt). He actually cared for his
father. Why was this? Why did this brother undergo such a radical change and transformation? One
reason could be because of the trials that he had to face here. The trials that he had to endure
brought about a radical transformation in this brother. Now he realized the difficulty and hardship of
this world, he truly tasted the bitterness of it. His family back home was starving from the famine.
Now the only one chance that they had of getting food was gone. This made this brother to realize
what a painful place this world can be. How there can be no chance of true happiness and
contentment in this world? How empty and wretched this world can be when you choose to live in it
in heedlessness to your Lord. So these trials changed the outlook of this brother towards the
world. Now he was finally beginning his journey back to Allah (swt).
 
So one lesson that we can take from this is to realize that there is a hidden blessing in every trial or
difficulty that we have to endure in this world. Every trial or difficulty is a chance for us to realize
the wretchedness of this world. A chance for us to realize that this world is not worth sacrificing
our relationship with Allah (swt) for. It is not worth trading our Hereafter for. It is a chance for us to
come back to Allah (swt) if we have become distant from Him (swt). If we have a “perfect life”, if
we never have any trials then why would ever remember Allah (swt)? Why would we ever turn to
Him (swt) with a need that we have? When we go through trials it reminds us how dependent we
are on Allah (swt) and how much we need Him (swt), It reminds us to turn to Him (swt) and ask of
Him (swt) to remove our difficulty from us. It makes us to look at ourselves and ask ourselves if
there was something within us that brought about this calamity.
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how this brother said “So I will not leave the land until my father
gives me permission or Allah judges for me”. Now this brother tells the others what he plans
to do. He says that because of the promise that he gave, because he failed in his duty to look after
Yusuf (as), now he has resolved not to leave the land until his father gives him permission or Allah
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Yusuf (as), now he has resolved not to leave the land until his father gives him permission or Allah
(swt) judges for him. This brother now finally remembered Allah (swt). He remembered his
responsibility to Allah (swt). He realized that he had earned the Wrath of Allah (swt) by betraying
his father. Now all that he desired was to be in the Pleasure of Allah (swt), all that he desired was
to be away from the Wrath of Allah (swt). He realized now that the way to his Lord was by winning
the approval of this father. That is why he says that he will not leave the land his father gives him
permission or until Allah (swt) judges for him. He knows that he has a promise on his neck not to
return to his father unless he has Binyamin with him. So he vows not to leave Egypt unless he is
allowed to take Binyamin or unless his father gives him permission.
 
Finally in  his ayah Allah (swt) tells us how this brother said “And He is the Best of Judges”.
Now this brother has put his fate completely in Allah (swt). He will only leave the land when Allah
(swt) makes a way for him to leave. Otherwise he vows not to lave the land. He leaves the matter
completely to Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) pleases, He (swt) can return Binyamin to him and then he
would leave. Or if Allah (swt) pleases, He (swt) can make Yaqoob (as) give him permission and then
he would leave. Or if Allah (swt) pleases, He (swt) can make no avenue of escape come for this
brother and then he will die in this foreign land. The matter is completely up to Allah (swt). This
brother leaves the matter entirely to his Lord. The reason why this brother has left the matter
entirely to Allah (swt) is because He (swt) is the Best of Judges. This brother knows that he has
done wrong. Now he does not want anyone to judge him for his crime except Allah (swt). He knows
that Allah (swt) is the best of judges. If he is truly deserving of punishment then Allah (swt) will
punish him and He (swt) will punish him with the most fitting of punishments.
 
On the other hand if he is deserving of mercy then Allah (swt) will pardon him his crimes and allow
for him a way to leave the land. This brother leaves his fate completely with Allah (swt) for Him
(swt) to do with him as he pleases. He does this out of a realization that Allah (swt) is indeed the
Best of Judges.
 
Thus yet another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that Allah (swt) is indeed the
Best of Judges. This brother puts his hope in Allah (swt) based on the realization that He (swt) is
indeed the Best of Judges. Similarly for whatever befalls us in this world we have to realize that
such is the Judgment of Allah (swt) and He (swt) is indeed the Most Just of judges. We can never
complain because of anything that happens to us or on the account of anything that we have been
given or not given. We should realize that everything happens with the Decree of Allah (swt). But
Allah (swt) has chosen to give us this Decree based on His Perfect Knowledge and Perfect Wisdom.
So we must never complain for this Decree. We have to realize that this Decree is the Judgment of
the Best of Judges.
 
[81] In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us the speech of the oldest brother. Recall from
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[81] In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us the speech of the oldest brother. Recall from
the previous ayah how he made a vow not to leave Egypt until his father gives him permission or
until Allah (swt) judges for him in some way. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what he said to his
brothers. In this ayah as well we find pearls of wisdom come from the tongue of this brother. This
shows us how much he has changed. He has changed from a selfish and jealous boy who only cared
for himself to a man who now realized the purpose of his existence. See here how Allah (swt) can
guide even the darkest of hearts?
 
Allah (swt) first tells us in this ayah how this brother said to the others “Return to your father”.
There is much wisdom and benefit even in this small part of the ayah. First notice that the brother
reminds his siblings to return to their father. Here he reminds them how they came from their father
and so they must go back him. He is not telling them to go somewhere where they would not want
to go, but he is telling them to return to where they came from. They came on this  journey
because of their father, they came on this journey from their father, so they must return to him.
They were now in a very desperate situation. What other option do they have at a time of such
desperation other than to return to where they came from? We can take a lesson from this for our
lives as well. We too should return home in times of difficulty and trial. When matters become
difficult we should always go back to where we came from. At home there is solace. At home there
is peace. At home there is the support of the family. At home there is a chance to regroup and
rejuvenate.
 
Also notice in this part of the ayah how this brother says to the others to return to “their father”
instead of saying “our father”. He refers to Yaqoob (as) in this way to remind the others that this
man is indeed their father. It seems that he has found the love and the regard that he must have
for Yaqoob (as), but the other brothers have not. So he reminds them here that this man is indeed
their father as well. Like him they also should be worried about the disappointment and the pain
that they have caused him. They also should be grieved at how they had broken the trust that he
had given them. He is their father, and that means something.
 
Then the older brother tells the others to say “surely your son has stolen”. These brothers
must return to Yaqoob (as) and tell him that his son has surely committed theft. Notice first the
word “surely” for emphasis and certainty. Of course Yaqoob (as) would find it hard to believe that
his son is a thief. All parents always think the best of their children. They find it hard to believe that
their children would ever do anything evil. As parents such thinking can sometimes be an
exaggeration on our part. Of course we should always think the best of our children and we should
always pray that they be righteous, but at the same time we should remember that they are
human and it is the nature of the human to sin. So for example if someone comes and tells us that
our child has done some evil, we must not be quick to dismiss them. We must keep in mind that our
children are human and humans can sin. Insha Allah we must investigate the matter with our child
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children are human and humans can sin. Insha Allah we must investigate the matter with our child
further. This brother realized as well that Yaqoob (as) might behave in this way. Just like any parent
he (as) would find it hard to believe that his son is a thief, so the brother presses with emphasis
this fact by saying “surely”.
 
Also notice that there is still a tinge of jealousy remaining in this brother. This is because he does
not refer to Binyamin as “my brother” but he refers to him as “your son”. This shows that he still
has jealousy for Binyamin. He still wants to distance himself from the boy. Even though his
reformation has begun, even though he now remembered Allah (swt), that jealousy for Yusuf (as)
and Binyamin that had haunted him his whole life still remained. Thus Allah (swt) once again shows
us the complex nature of human beings. How most people are not pure evil or pure good. They are
in between, but the sincere are always trying to flee from evil towards Allah (swt).
 
Then the brother tells the others to say “and we do not witness except to that which we
know”. Here he is telling his father that Binyamin being a thief is the truth as far as he knows it.
He is not telling his father anything except that which he has witnessed. He witnessed with his own
eyes the cup being pulled out of Binyamin’s bag. So the evidence that he had witnessed clearly
indicate that Binyamin was a thief. He tells his father here that he does not know anything more
than that. Allah (swt) Knows best if Binyamin is truly a thief or not. He only knows what he has
seen with his eyes. It is as if he is saying “o my father, I know that you find it hard to believe that
Binyamin is a thief. All that I am telling you is what I saw. Allah (swt) Knows best”. Even in these
words of the brother there is much wisdom and benefit for us. One lesson is that our knowledge
must be based on what we have sensed. We have to realize that the way in which we gain
knowledge is by studying the world around us. So any thought or any idea that we adopt has to be
based on what we sense. If have not sensed something, if something is not based on a tangible
evidence that we can perceive, then we cannot believe in it. If we have not sensed something then
it just imagination. Even when we believe something that someone else tells us we have to believe
it on how likely it is that such a person is speaking the truth and how much we trust that person.
Based on the kind of person who they are and whether or not they are known for speaking the
truth. Even our belief in Allah (swt) and our belief in the Message that He (swt) sends us is based
on what we sense. We can see that this universe must have a Creator and Sustainer. We can see
that no one has been able to reproduce even a small portion of the Quran in the last fifteen
hundred years. Does this not show us that what we believe is true? Is this not a conclusion that we
reached based on what we sense? So another lesson that we take from this ayah is to realize how
everything that we believe in, everything that we know, must be based on what we have
witnessed. Such is the truest of knowledge. Such is the knowledge that we can have conviction in.
 
Finally this brother tells the others to say “and we are not guardians for the unseen”. There
is much that is in the unseen, and here this brother tells his siblings to remind their father that they
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is much that is in the unseen, and here this brother tells his siblings to remind their father that they
are not the guardians of such. The truth about whether or not Binyamin is truly a thief is in the
unseen. These brothers do not know that. The future is in the unseen. These brothers do not know
that either. When they had left their father, when they had given him that promise, they do not
know that events would turn out this way. Who could have predicted this? Could any of the
brothers have seen this coming? No of course not, at that time this event was in the future and so
there was no way for them to have known about it. It was a matter of the unseen and they are
not keepers of the unseen.
 
So another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that we as human beings do not
have knowledge of the unseen. We are not keepers of the unseen. Only Allah (swt) has  this
knowledge. Sometimes He (swt) may disclose this knowledge to some of His (swt)’s prophets or
angels. But certainly not us. Allah (swt) has never given a human being who is not a prophet
definitive knowledge of the unseen. Allah (swt) has never spoken to any but the prophets. Now we
know that the Prophet (saw) is the seal of the prophets. So from now on we know that there is no
human being who can ever come and claim to know the unseen. There is no human who can know
the future, there is no human who can see the angels or the jinn, there is no human who can claim
t o have knowledge that is not arrived at through the senses or through revelation. So all
soothsayers, false prophets, “divine” imams, and mystical saints who make such claims are all false.
This ayah clearly shows them to be. Allah (swt) reminds us in this ayah that we as humans have no
access to unseen. Such is a realm that we cannot even approach. The only two doors that we have
to this hidden world are the Quran and authentic hadith of the Prophet (saw). How then can we
ever turn away from these?
 
[82] In this ayah Allah (swt) radically shifts to a totally new scene. Now the setting is different and
the characters are different as well. Recall how Allah (swt) ended the previous ayah with the eldest
brother speaking to his younger siblings. He told them that he would not leave the land until his
father gives him permission or Allah (swt) judges for him. He then tells them to return to their
father and to tell him what had happened. To tell him how Binyamin had stole the cup and how that
was all that they know about the matter. They know only what they saw and they have no
knowledge of the unseen. That was the scene in the previous ayah. The older brother speaking to
the younger brothers and giving them this advice. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us the scene
of these brothers speaking to their father. He (swt) has seamlessly changed the setting from Egypt
to Philistine. In just one ayah Allah (swt) has changed the context of the elder brother speaking to
the younger siblings to the context of the younger brothers speaking to Yaqoob (as). Everything
that happened in between these two scenes has been left out. Everything that happened in
between is unnecessary for us to gain the lessons and the guidance in the story. Allah (swt) has
told us only that which we need to know. In this also we can get a small taste of the Miracle of the
Quran. Only Allah (swt) can relate to us a story where only that which is relevant and only that in
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Quran. Only Allah (swt) can relate to us a story where only that which is relevant and only that in
which there is guidance has been related. Everything else has been left out. But even though much
has been left out we as the readers and listeners never become lost or confused. There is never a
moment in the story where we do not know what is going on. Allah (swt) has told us a story that
has everything we need to know about the prophet Yusuf (as) and nothing superfluous or
unnecessary. In addition to telling us the life story of this noble prophet and his family this Surah is
also a guidance to our Lord. Every ayah has lessons and benefits in it. Every ayah can bring us
closer to our Lord. Who but Allah (swt) could have composed a Book such as this? If you still do not
realize the Miracle it is only because you have not contemplated on it enough. Use your mind that
your Lord gave you and you will come to the realization that this Book cannot be except from Him
(swt).
 
Another aspect of the Miracle of the Quran here is that part of the speech of these brothers to
their father is not explicitly mentioned here. The first thing that these brothers do upon their return
to Philistine is tell Yaqoob (as) exactly what their older brother told them to say. In this ayah Allah
(swt) does not explicitly tell us that they said this to their father. But we can easily see from the
context of the ayah that they did. This is because Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how
they said “And ask the town where we were”. Here they are telling their father to inquire
about something from the town they were just in. But what is it that they are telling their father to
inquire about? It is obvious that they are telling their father to inquire about the matter of Binyamin
stealing. This is what their brother had told them to say to their father of in the previous ayah. We
know that they said the words of their older brother to their father even though Allah (swt) does
not explicitly tells us that they did. So in essence it is almost as if Allah (swt) had combined the
speech of the older brother to the younger brothers and then the speech of the younger brothers
to their father in one ayah. Such is also part of the beauty of the Quran. There is so much meaning
in these ayahs and they transition one to another so seamlessly. Could they be from any but Allah
(swt)?
 
So these brothers ask their father to inquire of the town as to what happened. To find out from the
town the truth of what they were saying. In other words if Yaqoob (as) went to the town in Egypt
where Binyamin was taken then he would find out the truth of what they are saying. Also notice in
this ayah how Allah (swt) says “ask the town”. Now of course this cannot be taken literally. You
cannot ask anything of a town because it is not alive and cannot speak. Of course what Allah (swt)
meant was to ask the people of the town. That is the correct understanding of this ayah. So this is
yet another example of where the literal meaning of the ayah cannot be taken. There are many
ayahs in the Quran where the literal meaning cannot be taken, but rather only the understood or
the metaphorical meaning can be taken. This ayah is one such example. It shows us once again how
wrong are those people who say that we must always take the literal meaning of ayahs of Quran or
hadith of the Prophet (saw).
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hadith of the Prophet (saw).
 
The brothers also tell their father to inquire of the caravan with whom they returned. Just like the
people of the town, the people of the caravan also knew what happened. They could also verify the
truth of what the brothers were saying. In fact to check with the caravan would probably have
been even easier for Yaqoob (as) than to check with the people of the town. The caravan was
probably still in Philistine, so all that he had to do was just go and ask them what happened. Notice
also that time was different from last time. This time the brothers actually were telling the truth. To
prove to their father that what they are bringing is the truth this time they come with much
stronger evidences than last time. Last time all that they brought was the blood-stained shirt. This
time however they bring the testimony of both the people of the town and the people of the
caravan. All that Yaqoob (as) had to do was to go and ask either of these people and they would all
verify all that the brothers had said. They all knew how Binyamin was taken as a slave by the
people of Egypt. They all saw the cup being pulled out of Binyamin’s bag. If Yaqoob (as) were to
study the reality closely then he would discover the truth of what these brothers were saying.
 
So in this Allah (swt) is once again teaching us that we need to study the reality of matters closely
before we reach a conclusion. Allah (swt) is showing us how the brothers presented all of these
evidences to prove what they were saying. This was actually a praiseworthy act on their part
because they were presenting these evidences to establish the truth. The truth as far as they
knew was that Binyamin did steal. So through their example Allah (swt) is showing us that we also
need to establish any idea or thought that we adopt based on its evidence. Allah (swt) has also told
us in other ayahs of the Quran that when someone brings us some news then we should verify it.
Thus our Lord is once again teaching us to use the senses that He (swt) has given us. For any
situation, for any scenario, we have to use our senses to study the reality of that situation deeply
before we draw a conclusion on it. One problem with the Ummah today is that we look at things
superficially and then we draw conclusions and come to judgments based on this superficial
observation. This is wrong. This has often lead to mistakes and wrong judgments. For example in
the recent terrorist attacks some Muslims were quick to blame the Jews. They said that the Jews
did it since they are so evil and so powerful. Other Muslims just believed what the media told them
and assumed it was just some radicals acting by themselves. Both of these groups came to their
conclusions without studying or analyzing the situation deeply. They only looked at what was on the
surface or they made assumptions based on their prejudices. This is not correct. If both of these
groups of Muslims would have studied the reality deeply they would have seen that there is much
more to it than just the Jews or some radical Muslims acting alone. Allah (swt) has given us eyes,
ears and a mind for a reason. We have to use them to their utmost when studying the world
around us. This haste and this laziness when it comes to studying and analyzing the reality is only
from Shaitan. We have to fight this feeling and this sloth within us and strive to our utmost in
everything that we do. The Prophet (saw) has told us that Allah (swt) has obligated excellence in all
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everything that we do. The Prophet (saw) has told us that Allah (swt) has obligated excellence in all
matters. So is not excellence required when we learn about the world around us? When we seek to
find the truth?
 
Finally these brothers say to their father “and surely we are of the truthful”. This time they
were indeed telling the truth in what they said and so they press and emphasize this fact to their
father. They cry out with utmost certainty and assurance that they are of the truthful. They want
their father to consider them among that select group of people who are of the truthful. But do
you think that their father believed them? Do you think that their father considered them to be
among the truthful? Truthfulness in our Din is a trust that has to be earned. It is something that
can never be broken. When your Muslim brother tells you something then you must believe him
because he is your Muslim brother. All believers are of the truthful because they have chosen to
believe in the True. But if a Muslim ever tells you even one lie then this trust that you have with him
is broken. Then he has taken himself out of this select group of people who are the truthful. These
brothers of Yusuf (as) had already lied to their father. So how could he ever consider them to be
among the truthful now? This is what we have to save ourselves from becoming. We have to realize
the trust that we have been given when we say that we are Muslims. So always speak the truth.
This is a trust that you have as a believer. The truthful are a select group of people to be in. This is
a group that Allah (swt) is pleased with. May Allah (swt) always make us among the truthful!
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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