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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:78] They said “O Aziz, Surely he has an elderly father, So take one of us in his place, Surely
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[12:78] They said “O Aziz, Surely he has an elderly father, So take one of us in his place, Surely
we see you to be among those who have Ihsan”.
 
[12:79] He said “Allah forbid that we should take anyone except the one whom we found our
provision with, if we do then surely we would be among the Dhalimoon”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
[78] Allah (swt) ended the previous ayah by telling us about the terrible situation that the
brothers had found themselves in. They had been found guilty of theft. Now they would have to
give back all of the grain that they had received. They had become enemies of the state of Egypt,
and they would probably be never able to conduct trade there. Now their family would have no food
for the famine. But even worse is that they would have to give up Binyamin. They would have to
give up the boy to the Egyptians to be their slave forever. This meant that they would have to
break the promise that they made to their father. A promise that they would return with Binyamin.
A promise from Allah (swt) Himself. They would have to break a promise that they took from Allah
(swt) Himself. This was the terrible situation that they put themselves in. In this ayah Allah (swt)
tells us how they tied to escape it.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how they said “O Aziz, Surely he has an elderly
father, So take one of us in his place”. This was what they said. Notice how their tone had
changed from the previous ayah. In the previous ayah they only tried to distance themselves from
Binyamin. They said that he and his brother were the thieves in their family and that they
themselves were completely innocent. Now their entire tone had shifted. Now they were actually
requesting that one of them be taken as a slave instead of Binyamin. Of course the reason for this
was the promise that they had given to their father. At this moment they remembered that
promise. Before they had spoken purely on instinct. Purely on the jealousy that they had. But now
they remembered this tremendous oath. They had given their father a promise from Allah (swt)
Himself and they knew that was not a promise to break. So this is why they beg of Yusuf (as) and
ask him (as) if one of them could be taken in place of Binyamin. They would rather become a slave
for the entirety of their lives than break a promise that they had taken from Allah (swt).
 
Notice that there are two statements that they say in order to induce Yusuf (as) to make this
exchange. First they refer to him (as) as “The Aziz”, and second they tell him (as) that Binyamin has
an elderly father. With the first statement they are playing to his pride and with the second they
are playing to his sympathies. Of course the both of these will not work with Yusuf (as). He (as)
does not have an ego to beef up and he (as) knew very well the situation of his father. He (as)
knows that all of this is part of the plan of Allah (swt) and that in the end He (swt) will make his
father well pleased.
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Now some people have used the fact that the brothers refer to Yusuf (as) as “The Aziz” to say
that he (as) was the king. Of course this is not true. First of all because the word “Aziz” does not
mean “king”. Linguistically the word does not mean “king”. Now if Yusuf (as) truly was the king as
these people claim then why would the brothers not refer to him (as) as “king”. Why would they
refer to him (as) as “Aziz”? This word also does not give the meaning of one who is vested with
political authority. It simply means the “the great one” or the “the noble one”. The brothers only
used this title as a way of respecting and regarding Yusuf (as). They wanted to convince him to
make this exchange where one of them is taken in place of Binyamin. That is why they refer to him
(as) in this way. It does not in any way mean that he (as) was a king or one who had political
authority in the land. Allah (swt) Knows best!
 
One lesson that we can take from this is to see the regard that even the brothers of Yusuf (as)
had for a promise that they had taken from Allah (swt). Even the Arabs at the time of Ignorance
before Islam came knew the value of an oath. They also would never break a promise. How much
more so should the promise then have weight when it is taken from Allah (swt). Do Muslims today
still have the same regard for promises and oaths? Do we try our best to fulfill all of the oaths that
we make? Does the fact that we have mentioned the Name of Allah (swt) over our oaths mean
anything to us? If not then we should remind ourselves of Who our Lord IS., Who He (swt) IS and
what He (swt) demands of us. We have to realize what an act of blasphemy and insolence it is to
our Lord for us to break a promise that we have taken over His (swt)’s Name. Once we realize Him
(swt) and what He (swt) can do to us then we should be terrified of this. The brothers of Yusuf (as)
were and that was they would do anything to avoid it.
 
In the final part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how the brothers said “Surely we see you to be
among those who have Ihsan”. The brothers did not recognize this man in Egypt as their
brother Yusuf (as). But they still recognized him (as) as one of those who had Ihsan. This was the
level to which the Ihsan of Yusuf (as) showed on his character. As we mentioned to have Ihsan is
to wish the best for the creation and to serve the Creator as though you behold Him (swt). This
was how Yusuf (as) was and the brothers could see it from him. So they ask of him (as) to do the
best for them. To allow them to make the exchange where one of them is taken in place of
Binyamin.
 
[79] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Yusuf (as) when the brothers asked
him (as) to make the exchange where one of them is taken in place of Binyamin. Notice here the
complete power that Yusuf (as) had over these brothers at this point. He (as) completely controlled
their fortune. He (as) could honor their request and grant them immeasurable happiness or he (as)
could turn them down and give them great despair. This same boy who they had once thrown in a
well now held their lives in his hand. He (as) could have done to them whatever he (as) pleased.
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well now held their lives in his hand. He (as) could have done to them whatever he (as) pleased.
This was only because of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) gives power to whom He (swt) pleases over whom
He (swt) pleases. So if you want power, if you want you wish to be so, then you must strive to
please your Lord and Master. Allah (swt) will raise in rank those who glorify Him (swt) and those who
seek forgiveness of Him (swt) and those who make themselves humble before Him (swt). At the
same time He (swt) will debase and bring low those who turn away from Him (swt) and who think
much of themselves. May Allah (swt) make us among the former of these groups and not the
latter!
 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how Yusuf (as) said to his brothers “Allah forbid that we should
take anyone except the one whom we found our provision with”. The phrase “Allah
forbid” means that Allah (swt) should never allow this scenario to be so. So Yusuf (as) is saying
that Allah (swt) should forbid any but the one who stole the cup to be taken as a slave. In other
words Allah (swt) should never allow it to happen that anyone else besides the one who committed
the theft to be taken. He (as) explains the reason for this when he (as) says “if we do then
surely we would be among the Dhalimoon”. To take anyone else except the one who is guilty
would be the worst of injustices and if Yusuf (as) should do that then he (as) would definitely be
among the Dhalimoon. When a certain crime occurs then should not the one who is punished be the
one who is guilty of that crime? How great an injustice would it be if an innocent man is punished
for a crime that someone else committed? That is why Yusuf (as) says to the brothers here that he
(as) would never do such. He (as) would never punish except the one who is guilty. He (as) would
not take any except Binyamin because it was in his bag that the cup was found. Allah (swt) should
forbid anything else but this from happening.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how important justice is to Allah (swt). The
upholding of justice is an integral part of our Din just like prayers and fasting are. Here Yusuf (as)
says that if any but the one who stole the cup was taken as a slave then that would be the worst
of injustices. This shows how important justice is to Allah (swt). It shows how important it is that
only the guilty are punished. Now ask yourself where is the justice in the world today?
 
Now that the people have become so heedless of Allah (swt) they seem only to care for
themselves. They do not care if an innocent person is punished just as long they escape the
punishment. They are not affected by all of the injustice that happens all around them. They forget
that their Lord Sees all that they do and that He (swt) will take them to task for their failure to
uphold justice. Now that we know that justice is so important to our Lord then how can we live
contently in a world that lacks it? How can we return to Him (swt) if we did not even make an effort
to change the situation?
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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