
 
 

                                                                                     ....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah)
::....           
ARABIC

Fabadaa bi-awAAiyatihim qabla wiAAa-iakheehi thumma istakhrajaha min wiAAa-i akheehi kathalikakidna
liyoosufa ma kana liya/khuthaakhahu fee deeni almaliki illa an yashaa AllahunarfaAAu darajatin man nashao
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liyoosufa ma kana liya/khuthaakhahu fee deeni almaliki illa an yashaa AllahunarfaAAu darajatin man nashao
wafawqa kulli theeAAilmin AAaleemun
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:76] So he began with their bags before the bag of his brother, then he brought it out of his
brother’s bag. Thus did We plan for Yusuf. He was not able to take his brother in the Din of the king
except as Allah willed. We raise in degrees whom We please. And above every one possessed of
knowledge there is One Knowing.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us the final step in His (swt)’s plan to bring Binyamin to Egypt and to
keep him there with Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) had brought Yusuf (as) to this strange land far away
from home. Allah (swt) had brought him here as a slave in chains, but then He (swt) had raised him
(as) high to the highest of positions. Now Yusuf (as) was established in the land, he could do
whatever he wanted and he could go wherever he wanted. He (as) had the favor of the king, and
the love and admiration of all of the people. In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how He (swt)
reunited Yusuf (as) with his family. The first step in this reunion was reuniting him (as) with his
brother Binyamin. Not only did Allah (swt) bring Binyamin to Yusuf (as) but He (swt) also decreed
that the boy remain with him (as). In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how He (swt) did so.
 
How He (swt) always plans the best of plans for His (swt)’s sincere servants. Allah (swt) began this
ayah by saying “So he began with their bags before the bag of his brother”. Here Allah
(swt) tells us that Yusuf (as) began searching with the brothers’ bags first before he (as) searched
Binyamin’s bag. We can see from here that the brothers needed to have their bags searched for
the missing cup before they were allowed to return to Philistine. It was most likely an order of the
king that all travelers needed to have their bags examined in order to see if they had taken the
cup. We also see from here the wisdom of Yusuf (as). He (as) starts with the bags of the brothers
so as not to draw suspicion. He (as) does not want them to discover what is going on. He (as)
wants to appear as innocent as possible. It was all part of the plan.
 
One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how Allah (swt) is teaching us to
have common sense. It was common sense that made Yusuf (as) search the bags of the brothers
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have common sense. It was common sense that made Yusuf (as) search the bags of the brothers
before the bag on Binyamin. If he (as) had searched the bag of Binyamin first then they may have
suspected that he (as) had placed the cup there himself. To draw their attention away from this
thought he (as) starts with their bags even though he (as) knew well which bag the cup was in. We
also need to have this common sense in our dawah. We know that we have a goal that we are
trying to accomplish. So before we take any action we have to check and see if that action will help
to accomplish our goal or not. Even when we perform that action we have to perform it in the best
way possible. We know the situation that we are in. We know that the enemies of this Message are
all around us and that they are working to destroy this dawah. So we have to exercise caution. We
have to think matters through. We have to execute every affair in the best was possible. Such was
the way of Yusuf (as). Such was the way of the Prophet (saw). Such is the way Allah (swt) is
teaching to us.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “then he brought it out of his brother’s bag”. Now Yusuf (as) produced
the cup out of Binyamin’s bag. Imagine what a shock this must have been for the brothers. They
were swearing vehemently that they were not thieves. They were so certain that they did not
have the cup. Imagine the look that was on their faces when they saw Yusuf (as) pull this cup out
of a bag in their own caravan. This reminds us once again that we must never feel safe from the
plan of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) can plan in so many ways. Allah (swt) can plan for us good and He
(swt) can place for us evil. When we are in the best of situations Allah (swt) can shock us with evil
and when we are in the worst of situations He (swt) can surprise us with good. Such is the way in
which our Lord works. So the trick is to never forget Allah (swt). We have to always remember Him
(swt) and remember the way in which He (swt) works. If ever we feel safe from His (swt)’s planning
that is when He (swt) may shock us just like He (swt) shocked the brothers of Yusuf (as). The
brothers were so certain that they did not have the cup. They were so certain that Yusuf (as)
would not find it in their caravan. But see what happened here. Just imagine how they were when
Yusuf (as) was pulling out the cup from Binyamin’s bag. Thus does Allah (swt) plan. May He (swt)
plan for us all that which is good!
 
Then Allah (swt) says “Thus did We plan for Yusuf”. Now Allah (swt) had reunited Yusuf (as)
with his brother. Not only did Allah (swt) bring Yusuf (as)’s beloved brother to him (as) but He (swt)
even allowed him to stay with him (as). Now Binyamin would remain with Yusuf (as) for as long as he
pleased. The brothers would not have given up Binyamin for all of the treasure in the world because
of the tremendous oath that they had given to their father. But now they got themselves into a
situation where they themselves had to give up the boy. They themselves specified this punishment
for stealing. So they themselves had to give up the boy as they said they would. All of this was
from the plan of Allah (swt) for Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) plans for His (swt)’s dedicated servants that
which will please them. Even though He (swt) sometimes puts them through difficulties, in the end
He (swt) gives to them only that which pleases them. May Allah (swt) plan for us good as well!
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He (swt) gives to them only that which pleases them. May Allah (swt) plan for us good as well!
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “He was not able to take his brother in the Din
of the king except as Allah willed”. Now Yusuf (as) had taken Binyamin with him (as). However
he (as) would have been able to do so in the law of Egypt, in other words in the Din of the king. In
the law of Egypt there was a different punishment for the one who commits theft, it was not being
take a slave. The only reason why Yusuf (as) was able to take Binyamin was because he (as) had
asked the brothers as to what punishment they implemented in their law. Then they told him that
their punishment for this crime was slavery. Only because of that was Yusuf (as) able to take his
brother with him (as). If not for this, if he (as) had to follow the law of Egypt, then he (as) would
have been able to take Binyamin. This was part of the plan of Allah (swt) for Yusuf (as). Allah (swt)
wanted this noble prophet to be reunited with his brother. Allah (swt) wanted Binyamin to be taken
away from the brothers who were oppressing him. All of this would not have been possible in the
law of Egypt. It was only because the plan of Allah (swt) was that these two brothers be reunited.
It was only because Allah (swt) willed them to be reunited. So we see once again that no good can
happen in the heavens or in the earth unless it be by the will of Allah (swt). Do you expect some
good to happen to you in this world without it being through the will of Allah (swt)? Know that such
will never happen. If you want good to happen to you then know that good will only happen by the
will of Allah (swt). Who then should you live to please?
 
We can also note from this ayah how Allah (swt) uses the word “Din”. Unfortunately many Muslims
today have come to think of this word to mean only rituals and beliefs. They think that this word
Din encompasses only what we know as “the five pillars”. Testification of faith. Prayer. Charity.
Fasting. Pilgrimage. Many Muslims think that this is all that there is to the Din. What Muslims fail to
understand are that these are the pillars of the Din. They support and hold the Din. But there is in
fact far more to the Din than these five pillars. As we can see from the ayah when Allah (swt) says
Din He (swt) means an entire way of life. Everything from thinking and emotions, to behavior and
morals, to law and government. All of this is encompassed in this word Din. This is clear from this
ayah. The way Allah (swt) uses the word Din here it is clearly referring to the government of the
king of Egypt. If this is what Allah (swt) means by the word “Din” then how can Muslims think that
there is Islam in the world today? How can we think that when clearly so much of it is missing? How
can we answer to Allah (swt) on the Last Day unless we made some kind of an effort to bring back
Islam as a complete Din? As Allah (swt) wants it to be. May Allah (swt)give us the enabling grace
because we cannot do it without Him (swt)!
 
This part of the ayah is also a clear evidence that Yusuf (as) did not become the king of Egypt or
have a position of political authority. If that was the case then he (as) would have been able to
take Binyamin no matter what. He (as) would not have had to ask his brothers as to how they
punish thieves. But the fact that Allah (swt) states clearly how Yusuf (as) was not able to take
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punish thieves. But the fact that Allah (swt) states clearly how Yusuf (as) was not able to take
Binyamin according to the law of the king shows clearly that he (as) was not the king. The king is
the one who legislates. The king is the one who brings whatever law that he pleases. Most likely the
king had a law which stated that travelers and foreigners would be judged according to their law.
That was why Yusuf (as) first asked the brothers as to how they punish criminals and then Binyamin
was sentenced according to what they said. According to their law. This clearly shows that Yusuf
(as) did not have the power to brings laws by himself. This clearly shows that he (as) was not a
king. So we see once again how wrong are the fools and the pretenders who said that Yusuf (as)
ruled by kufr laws or that he (as) was a legislator in a kufr government. Sovereignty belongs only to
Allah (swt) and never would Yusuf (as) take that right of his Lord.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “We raise in degrees whom We please”. In
several ways had Allah (swt) raised Yusuf (as). First He (swt) had taken him (as) from being a slave
and raised him (as) to where he (as) was favored with the king and he (as) could go wherever he
wanted in the land and do whatever he pleased. So Allah (swt) had raised Yusuf (as) from being a
slave in chains to a free man with a good life. Allah (swt) had also raised Yusuf (as) in knowledge.
Allah (swt) gave Yusuf (as) the knowledge of the revelation. The knowledge of Himself (swt) and
what was pleasing to Him (swt).The knowledge of the interpretation of dreams. The knowledge of
how to properly administer the storehouses of grain. Even the knowledge of how he (as) could take
Binyamin with him (as). All of this knowledge did Allah (swt) confer on Yusuf (as) and through this
knowledge He (swt) raised this noble prophet in degrees above others. But what made Allah (swt)
raise Yusuf (as) in such a way? It was only because He (swt) was pleased with him (as). Now if you
want Allah (swt) to raise you to Him (swt) then you know what you have to do.
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says “And above every one possessed of
knowledge there is One Knowing”. Allah (swt) raised Yusuf (as) in knowledge. Because of this
he (as) was more knowledgeable than his brothers, and even more knowledgeable than the people
of Egypt. He (as) was able to keep Binyamin with him and the brothers could not do anything about
it. He (as) saved the people of Egypt from famine when they could never have saved themselves.
This was all because of the knowledge that Allah (swt) had conferred upon this noble prophet.
However in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that there is a limit even to the knowledge
of Yusuf (as). There is One Who Knows even more than Yusuf (as) did. Of course that is Allah (swt)
Himself. Every human being in this world has knowledge, some more than others. But here Allah
(swt) reminds us that there is One Who has more knowledge than every possessor of knowledge
and that is He (swt). Allah (swt) possesses more knowledge than all creation combined and His
(swt)’s Knowledge is the Perfect Knowledge. There is no knowledge that is outside His (swt)’s
Knowledge. Can you then realize how Tremendous and Sublime is He (swt)? How then can you turn
away from serving Him (swt)?
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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