
 
 

                                                                                     ....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah)
::....           
ARABIC

Falamma jahhazahum bijahazihimjaAAala alssiqayata fee rahli akheehi thummaaththana mu-aththinun ayyatuha
alAAeeruinnakum lasariqoona

Qaloo waaqbaloo AAalayhim mathatafqidoona
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Qaloo nafqidu suwaAAaalmaliki waliman jaa bihi himlu baAAeerin waanabihi zaAAeemun

Qaloo taAllahi laqadAAalimtum ma ji/na linufsida fee al-ardi wamakunna sariqeena

Qaloo fama jazaohu inkuntum kathibeena

Qaloo jazaohu man wujida feerahlihi fahuwa jazaohu kathalika najzee alththalimeena

TAMIL Translation | E.M.Abdul Rahman
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:69] And when they entered upon Yusuf, he took his brother onto him, he said “Verily I am your
brother, so do not be sad because of what they used to do”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
[70] Now Yusuf (as) was finally reunited with his brother. After many years Allah (swt) had returned
his beloved brother Binyamin to him (as). Not only did Allah (swt) reunite Yusuf (as) with his brother
but He (swt) also decreed that Binyamin would remain with him (as).This was part of His (swt)’s plan
to bring the children of Israil to Egypt. But how could Binyamin remain with Yusuf (as) when the
brothers expected him (as) to return with them to Egypt. Not only were they expecting him to
return with them but they had even given their father a promise from Allah (swt) that they would
return with him. This means that they would not under any circumstances agree to let Binyamin
stay with Yusuf (as). So how was it that Yusuf (as) was able to keep his brother with him? Allah
(swt) explains to us in this ayah.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “So when he had furnished them with their
provisions he put the drinking cup in his brother’s luggage”. Here Allah (swt) tells us how
Yusuf (as) placed a special drinking cup in Binyamin’s bag. Allah (swt) Knows best but this was
probably a very expensive and important cup. Some scholars have said that it was the king’s
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probably a very expensive and important cup. Some scholars have said that it was the king’s
personal drinking cup and others have said that it was the cup with which the grain was measured.
Allah (swt) Knows best. For us what is important to know is that it was a very special and very
valuable cup. Yusuf (as) had this cup placed in Binyamin’s personal bag. This was done as part of
Allah (swt)’s plan. Allah (swt) had a plan to keep Binyamin in Egypt. This was part of His (swt)’s
greater plan to bring the children of Israil to Egypt. The scholars tell us that Binyamin
already knew about this plan. Recall from the previous ayah how Yusuf (as) had consulted with his
brother in private. Most likely he (as) disclosed the details of this plan to his brother at that time.
 
We also see from this ayah that Yusuf (as) had furnished his brothers with all of their provisions.
Once again we see the generosity of this noble prophet. He (as) gave his brothers everything that
they had asked for. Everything that they had come to Egypt for. Even though at this point he (as)
had a plan to keep Binyamin in Egypt. Even though at this point he (as) had gotten what he (as)
wanted from them. Even though he (as) did not even need them anymore.  Still Yusuf (as) gives
them the provisions that they came for. He (as) still does his best to please these brothers who had
done so much wrong to him (as). Even the placing of the drinking cup in Binyamin’s bag was not of
his own doing but rather it was the plan of Allah (swt). Yusuf (as) himself had no desire to see
these brothers suffer in any way. What kind of a heart did this noble prophet have? How could he
(as) be so generous? How could he (as) do such an excellent job of controlling the natural human
feeling of anger? Ask yourself if you were in Yusuf (as)’s position if you could be so generous and so
kind to the people who had done you so much wrong. This was only because he (as) had a heart
that was attached to Allah (swt). A heart that was beating only to please Allah (swt). May Allah
(swt) grant us hearts like this!
 
Then Allah (swt) says “then a caller called out “O people of the caravan, surely you are
thieves””. The brothers having all of their provisions now set off for home with Binyamin. They
were not aware of the plan that Yusuf (as) had. They were not aware of how Yusuf (as) had placed
the drinking cup in Binyamin’s bag. Then when they were more than half way into their journey
home they hear a caller calling out to them. The fact that Allah (swt) mentions how a caller called
out to them shows that they were some distance from Egypt. They had already traveled some
distance when they heard this call. The caller refers to them as the people of the caravan and he
accuses them of being thieves. As we know this was all part of the plan to keep Binyamin in Egypt.
 
One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how deception is sometimes
needed in the dawah. This whole scenario of hiding the drinking cup in Binyamin’s bag and then
accusing him of theft was deception. But as we see from the ayah it was needed in order to keep
Binyamin in Egypt. It was needed in order to achieve the good of taking Binyamin away from the
brothers who were oppressing him, and also for the greater good of bringing the children of Israil to
Egypt. Remember that all of this was eventually a part of Allah (swt)’s plan for the dawah. From
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Egypt. Remember that all of this was eventually a part of Allah (swt)’s plan for the dawah. From
the children of Yaqoob (as) Allah (swt) would build a nation to carry His (swt)’s Message to mankind.
But first He (swt) wanted to bring them to Egypt. So this deception was needed for the dawah. If
we study the dawah of the Prophet (saw) we would also see several instances when he (saw) had
to use deception. Even he (saw) said that war was deception. Furthermore given the climate that
the dawah has to operate in today deception is sometimes needed. But we must always remember
that the intention behind the deception must always be to please Allah (swt). It must always be to
achieve the goals of the dawah. If the goals can somehow be achieved without deception then it
must never be used. It must only be used as a last resort when there are no other means possible.
As always Allah (swt) Knows best and we ask Him (swt) to guide us!
 
[71] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of the brothers to what the caller
called them to. Recall from the previous ayah that as they were leaving Egypt they heard a caller
calling out to them. The caller told them that they were indeed thieves. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells
us what was their response when they heard this. Try to imagine how much of a shock the words
of the caller must have been for the brothers. They were leaving Egypt thinking that they were
successful in their journey. They had got all of the grain that they had come for. They had kept
Binyamin safe from all harm. Even the fear of their father that something might happened to them
as they entered the city did not come true. So these brothers must have been elated as they were
leaving Egypt. They must have been congratulating themselves on the success of their journey.
But just then they heard the caller calling out to them. The caller calling out to them and telling
them that they were thieves. They knew the severe punishment that any land had for thieves. So
how much of a shock must it have been for these brothers. How much fear must have gripped their
hearts at that moment.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is that we must never feel safe from the plan of Allah (swt).
Just because everything may be going well for us at a particular point in our lives does not mean
that Allah (swt) might not afflict us with some calamity. Look at the case of these brothers. They
had gotten all of their grain. They were about to leave the land of Egypt. Just when they were the
most happy, just when they least expected any calamity to befall them, they heard this caller
calling out to them and telling them that they were thieves. How much of a shock must it have
been them? Insha Allah the way that we can save ourselves from becoming like them is that we
must never feel safe from Allah (swt). We must always strive to please Allah (swt) so that He (swt)
does not afflict us with such calamites. Even if He (swt) were to give us such calamities so that He
(swt) would also give us the strength to make it through them. Thus we must always strive to
please our Lord so that He (swt) does not surprise us like He (swt) surprised these brothers that
day in Egypt.
 
Allah (swt) tells us in the ayah “They said, turning towards them, “What have you lost?””.
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Allah (swt) tells us in the ayah “They said, turning towards them, “What have you lost?””.
These brothers were so certain that they were not thieves. They were certain that the caller was
mistaken. So immediately after hearing this call they turn around and go towards the ones who
called them. We see from this ayah that the caller had other people with him because Allah (swt)
tells us how the brothers turned towards them. Some scholars say that the entire army of Egypt
came to meet these brothers at the border. Such was how important the cup that was stolen was.
But these brothers do not fear the army. In their mind they know that they are innocent so they
go marching towards this army. They demand of the caller that he tell them what is missing. Notice
also how the brothers do not ask what was stolen but rather they ask what is missing. This goes to
further show how confident they were in their innocence. In their mind nothing was stolen. In their
mind there was only a misunderstanding. So they asked for a further investigation to determine
what exactly was missing. They were certain that this investigation will reveal that the item was
not missing at all. How wrong were they in their confident assumption? How beautifully does Allah
(swt) surprise people when they least expect Him (swt) to?
 
[72] Now the brothers of Yusuf (as) were confronted with the king’s army. They were confronted
with this army as they were leaving Egypt. They had thought that their trip was a success. They
were relieved that they had gotten everything they needed from Egypt and that their brother
Binyamin was safe. But then just when they were about to cross the border and enter into
Philistine they heard the caller calling out to them. Telling them that they were thieves. They were
completely shocked when they heard this announcement. They were also apprehensive with fear
because they knew the punishment that thieves received in Egypt. But deep down inside they were
certain that they were not thieves. So they were determined to prove their innocence. That is why
in the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us how they turned around and walked towards their accusers.
They demanded as to what was missing. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response
that they received.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “They said “We have lost the king’s cup”. Although
Allah (swt) says “They said” it is most likely only one person who was speaking. It is even more
likely that this person is Yusuf (as). But the reason why Allah (swt) says “”They said” is to show
that here Yusuf (as) is speaking on behalf of the people of Egypt. Remember that the cup that was
missing belonged to the people of Egypt, and most likely Yusuf (as) was the one in charge of looking
after that cup. So he (as) was the one who was leading the investigation to recover the cup. Here
he (as) speaks in that capacity. He (as) tells the brothers here that they are missing the king’s cup.
This is to show the brothers that what they were missing was something of great value. It was not
just any cup but it was the cup that belonged to the king. So it is imperative that it be found and
the ones who took it be brought to justice.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “And the one who comes
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “And the one who comes
forth with it shall have a camel load, and I am responsible for that”. Here Yusuf (as)
wants to show the brothers that he (as) is indeed serious about retrieving the cup. So he (as)
offers a reward of an entire camel load of grain for the one who will come up with it. Look at the
extent that Yusuf (as) goes through in his planning. He (as) does not want the brothers to suspect
in any way that all of this was being planned orchestrated. That is why he (as) offers this enormous
reward of a camel load full of grain. Not only does he (as) offer this reward but he (as) says that he
himself is responsible for coming up with this reward. Recall that Yusuf (as) was the one in charge
of the storehouses of grain. So he (as) could grant the brothers this reward if they came up with
the cup.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the extent of planning that Yusuf (as) had in
this scheme to keep Binyamin in Egypt. Do we as Muslims today take the time to make such plans?
We can see from this ayah that even our planning is part of our worship and servitude of Allah
(swt). Allah (swt) has given us Yusuf (as) as a model that we can emulate, and one way in which we
can emulate him (as) is also by planning all of our endeavors well. We cannot simply play everything
by ear and then hope for all things to turn out for the best. Our Lord gave us minds for a reason. It
is so that we would have excellence in everything. It is so that we would do everything that we do
in the best way possible. The success of any endeavor comes from good planning. Why would Allah
(swt) allow any endeavor to succeed if the ones who carried it out were too lazy to plan it properly?
Especially if they were Muslims for whom He (swt) had specifically commanded to plan out and
execute in the best way possible. So in your dawah, in your studies, in your work, and in your life,
plan out everything properly. Realize that even the effort that you put into such planning is part of
your striving to please your Lord. Of course we
always have trust in Allah (swt), but at the same time we also plan to the best of our ability as
Allah (swt) had commanded to. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to execute all of our
works in the best way possible!
 
[73] In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how the brothers responded to the accusation that was
brought against them. First they swear by Allah (swt). This shows us that as evil as these brothers
were, they were still aware of their Lord. They knew Allah (swt) and in times of distress they
remembered Him (swt). Here they swear by His (swt)’s Name. How distant then are we from our
Lord? How often is it today that you are in a gathering of people and the Name of our Lord is never
mentioned? We have become so immersed in the life of this world that we can go for days without
thinking of our Lord and without mentioning His (swt)’s Name. May Allah (swt) save us!  May Allah
(swt) forgive us!
 
The brothers swear by the Name of their Lord and say “certainly you know that we did not
come to cause corruption in the land”. They tell Yusuf (as) and the people of Egypt that this
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come to cause corruption in the land”. They tell Yusuf (as) and the people of Egypt that this
was not the reason why they came. They did not come to cause corruption in the land. They did
not come to steal. They only came to get grain. The people of Egypt knew this and the brothers
remind them that they knew this. The brothers remind the people of Egypt to look at their
intentions. Their intention was never to steal. They only intention was to get grain. That was the
intention for their journey. So how then can they be accused of theft?
 
In this there is a lesson for us as well. We should always try to know why people do what they do.
We should try and figure out the intentions behind their actions. Often times this will help us to
understand their behavior. Now of course we cannot read their hearts and so we cannot know for
sure what their intentions are. But from the information that is available to us we can make
postulations. For example here in the case of the brothers, it was clear that the reason why they
came was to get grain. They had brought merchandise for trading. They had even brought Binyamin
to get another camel load. So it is clear that their intention is trading, that is why they came.
Based on this, as they claimed, the people of Egypt should have thought twice before they accused
them of stealing. After all why would they steal when they came for grain and they got the grain
that they came for? So in our dawah and even in our life we should try and understand why people
do what they do. Insha Allah this will help us to deal with them in the right way. In a way that Allah
(swt) is pleased with.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how they said “and we have never been
thieves”. While there was a great wisdom in the previous portion of the brothers speech in this
portion there is actually falsehood. They tell Yusuf (as) and the people of Egypt here that they
have never been thieves. We know that this is not true. These brothers did steal. They took what
was most beloved to their father away from him. So they claim that they are not thieves. But we
know that they are, Yusuf (as) knew and most importantly Allah (swt) Knows it.
 
[74-75] In these two ayahs Allah (swt) shows us how Yusuf (as) executes the plan to keep
Binyamin in Egypt. Recall how we said that the brothers would never have allowed Binyamin to
remain if Yusuf (as) had merely asked them to. They had given their father a promise from Allah
(swt) Himself that they would return with the boy. So Yusuf (as) needed to find some other way to
keep Binyamin in Egypt. In these ayahs Allah (swt) shows us how he (as) did that. Not only did
Yusuf (as) keep Binyamin with him but he (as) even makes the brothers give the boy to him (as).
 
First Yusuf (as) asks the brothers as to what should be the recompense for what they have done if
it turns out that they really did steal the cup. In others words Yusuf (as) poses to them a
hypothetical scenario. He (as) says to them that if indeed they are thieves then what should be
done with them. They reply by saying that the one who stole the cup should be the recompense for
it. In other words the one who stole the cup should be taken as a slave by the one whom he stole
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it. In other words the one who stole the cup should be taken as a slave by the one whom he stole
from. They tell Yusuf (as) that this is how they punish the Dhalimoon. This means that in their law
this was the punishment for the one who committed theft. Let us remind ourselves at this point
that the Dhalimoon are those who commit injustice and oppression, and let us also remind ourselves
that the law that the brothers speak of is the law of their father Yaqoob (as), which of course is
the Law of Allah (swt). So from this we can take the
lesson that stealing is one of the worst of injustices in the Law of Allah (swt). In the Sacred Law
that Allah (swt) gave to Yaqoob (as) we see that the penalty for stealing was that the thief had to
become a slave of the one whom he stole from for his entire life. He had to become a slave for his
entire life. In the Sacred Law that Allah (swt) gave to us we know that the penalty for stealing is
even more severe. The thief has to have his hand amputated. This should show us how serious an
offence stealing is. How displeasing it is to Allah (swt). So to the best of your ability try to avoid
stealing of any kind. Even if the Islamic State is not present today and the Law of Allah (swt) is not
being implemented, know that you will never be able to escape Allah (swt) in the Hereafter. Stealing
is one of the major sins in our Din so you do not want to meet Allah (swt) with it on the Last Day.
Realize that the things of this world belong to owners and each owner has a right to his property. If
Allah (swt) did not give you ownership of something then do not take it without right. Know that if
you do then such would be most displeasing to your Lord. He (swt) then might consider you to be
from among the Dhalimoon. Do you realize what it means for Allah (swt) to consider you to be from
among such? Do you know the punishment that He (swt) can inflict upon you? Do you know how
displeased He (swt) can be with you? May Allah (swt) save us from that fate!
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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