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Walamma dakhaloo min haythuamarahum aboohum ma kana yughnee AAanhum mina Allahimin shay-in illa
hajatan fee nafsi yaAAqooba qadahawa-innahu lathoo AAilmin lima AAallamnahuwalakinna akthara alnnasi

layaAAlamoona
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:68] And when they had entered in the way that their father had commanded them it did not
avail them at all against Allah except a desire in the soul of Yaqoob that He made it so. And surely
he was of great knowledge because of what We had taught him but most people do not know.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
 
In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what happened when the brothers entered Egypt. Yaqoob (as) had
sent them to Egypt to get the grain for their family. He (as) had also sent Binyamin with them even
though he knew that they had some jealousy for the boy. He (as) allowed them to return to Egypt
so soon after their departure knowing all to well that this might draw attention to them. Yaqoob
(as) knew that it was dangerous for them to return to Egypt so soon. People in those days were
very suspicious of strangers and foreigners. So Yaqoob (as) feared that the people of Egypt might
arrest his children if they saw them returning back so soon. They might think that the brothers had
some ill intention for returning so soon. So he (as) feared. Yet despite this fear he (as) still sent
them. He (as) prepared them to the best of his ability but he sent them.
 
Now it is important to note that the fear that Yaqoob (as) had was not a fear of the people.
Yaqoob (as) was not scared of the people of Egypt or of their king. Rather Yaqoob (as) feared the
plan of Allah (swt). He (as) did not know if Allah (swt) intended for his family good or evil. As he (as)
said in the previous ayah the command is only with Allah (swt). If He (swt) wants He (swt) can give
someone good and if He (swt) wants He (swt) can allow some evil to befall someone. It is all
completely up to Allah (swt). He (swt) does what He (swt) wills. So we have to remember here that
Yaqoob (as) did not fear the people, but rather he (as) feared the plan of Allah (swt). None of us
can ever feel safe from the plan of Allah (swt).
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how “And when they had entered in the way that
their father had commanded them it did not avail them at all against Allah”. Yaqoob (as)
gave his children the best advice that he (as) could give for their situation. He (as) commanded
each of them to enter the city from different gates. However Allah (swt) tells us here that such
advice did not do anything for them. Such advice did not profit the brothers at all. If Allah (swt)
wanted to allow evil to befall them then this advice did not help them at all. If Allah (swt) were to
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wanted to allow evil to befall them then this advice did not help them at all. If Allah (swt) were to
allow the people of Egypt to capture these brothers then this precaution that they took would
have helped them at all. Their precautions and their efforts did not avail them against Allah (swt) at
all. Such is the Power and Majesty of Allah (swt) and the utter weakness of the human.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is to realize once again the complete worthlessness of our
efforts. Do not think that things happen because of the efforts that you put into them. Rather
know that everything happens because Allah (swt) wills is to happen. There is neither might nor
power except with Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) said that this was one of the treasures of the
Garden. The reason why he (saw) said this is because the Garden is not just about the physical
pleasures therein, but in fact the greatest pleasure of the Garden is knowing Allah (swt). The
Garden is where you will truly know your Lord. You will actually behold Him (swt). So part of knowing
Allah (swt) is realizing that there is no might nor power except in Him (swt). This realization is one of
the benefits that we can take from this ayah. No matter how much we plan. No matter how much
we try. Only that which Allah (swt) wills will be so.
 
If this is so then why should we try? Why should we make the effort? Why should we not simply
leave everything to Allah (swt)? We should make the effort because Allah (swt) has commanded us
to make the effort. Allah (swt) has told us to worship and serve Him (swt). This is the purpose for
which we were created. So even though we realize our weakness. Even though we realize that we
ourselves have no power whatsoever, we still have to strive to please our Creator. This life is
nothing but the quest for the Pleasure of Allah (swt).
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “except a desire in the soul of Yaqoob that He
made it so”. This was the reason why the brothers remained safe. This was the reason why they
were not captured by the people of the Egypt. It was not because of the precautions that they
took, rather it was because of a desire that Yaqoob (as) had within himself for his children to be
safe. A desire that Allah (swt) made into reality. So Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that all of their
planning and all of their precautions did not protect them from Him (swt) at all. The only reason why
they were safe was because of a desire that Yaqoob (as) had. A wish that Yaqoob (as) had. A wish
that Allah (swt) made into reality.
 
Finally Allah (swt) says “And surely he was of great knowledge ”. Allah (swt) had conferred
this great favor upon Yaqoob (as). Allah (swt) had kept his children safe for him (as). But why did
Allah (swt) do this? What made Yaqoob (as) so special that Allah (swt) gave him (as) this blessing?
Allah (swt) tells us here that it was because of the knowledge that he (as) possessed. Yaqoob (as)
was one of great knowledge. There was much that he (as) knew. But exactly what kind of
knowledge was this? Was it simply knowledge of this world? No, it was a far deeper and greater
knowledge than simply the knowledge of this world. It was the knowledge of Allah (swt). Yaqoob
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knowledge than simply the knowledge of this world. It was the knowledge of Allah (swt). Yaqoob
(as) was among those who truly knew his Lord. He (as) knew all of the Perfect Names of Allah
(swt). He (as) knew that which was pleasing to Allah (swt) and that which was displeasing to Him
(swt). He (as) knew how Allah (swt) wanted him (as) to be. For example he (as) knew that Allah
(swt) wanted him (as) to take every precaution but at the same time keep his complete trust in Him
(swt). He (as) knew that Allah (swt) wanted him (as) to strive to the best of his ability while at the
same time realizing that there was no might nor power except with Allah (swt). So Yaqoob (as)
knew Allah (swt). He (as) knew that he (as) was nothing but a complete servant of Allah (swt). How
many people live their entire lives and never come to this realization?
 
Then Allah (swt) says “because of what We had taught him”. Here Allah (swt) reminds us
where Yaqoob (as) got this knowledge from. It was not something that he (as) learned on his own.
It was not something of his own doing. Rather it was Allah (swt) Himself Who had taught him (as).
Allah (swt) was pleased with Yaqoob (as) as His (swt)’s servant and so He (swt) deemed it fit to
confer upon him (as) this knowledge. The greatest of knowledge. The knowledge of the Divine. Allah
(swt) gave Yaqoob (as) this special knowledge.
 
Finally Allah (swt) says “but most people do not know”. Most of the people do not have this
knowledge. Most of the people only know the life of this world. They do not know anything else
except this world. They only know what they can touch and feel. What they can hear and see.
They do not know anything more than this. They are completely heedless to the Real and the True.
They have eyes but they cannot see Him (swt). They have ears but they cannot hear Him (swt).
They have hearts but they cannot know Him (swt). They are ignorant. They are heedless to the
Real and the True. So from this ayah we should realize tha  Yaqoob (as) is the one whom we should
want to be like. We should desire to also have this knowledge of our Lord. What is greater
knowledge than the knowledge of Allah (swt)? What is there in the creation that can compare to
Him (swt)? If we have this knowledge then Allah (swt) will fulfill our desires. He (as) will make into
reality that which we want to be reality. But we cannot get this knowledge by ourselves. This
knowledge is something greater than the knowledge that is found in books. Of course books and
scholars will tell us about Allah (swt). They will tell us His (swt)’s Perfect Names. But what will it take
for us to truly comprehend these Names? There is a difference between knowing that Allah (swt) is
the All-Powerful and fully realizing it. Books and scholars can tell us what is pleasing to Allah (swt)
but they cannot give us the enabling grace to do that. Such comes only from Allah (swt). So only
Allan (swt) can grant us this knowledge. Only He (swt) can teach us. So if we want Allah (swt) to
teach us then we have to please Him (swt).
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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