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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:63] So when they returned to their father, they said “O our father, the measure has been
denied to us. So send with us our brother that we may get the measure, and we will surely be to
him guardians”.
 
[12:64] He said “How can I trust you with him except as I trusted you with his brother before?
But Allah is the best of guardians and the most merciful of those who show mercy.”
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
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[63] From this ayah once again we get another taste of the Miracle of the Quran. As we
mentioned part of the Miracle of the Quran is how Allah (swt) only relates to us the most important
details in a story. Allah (swt) leaves out all that is superfluous or unnecessary. All that would not aid
us in our worship and servitude of Him (swt). Allah (swt) does such in this ayah as well. Recall how
Allah (swt) ended the previous ayah with the speech of Yusuf (as) to his employees. He (as) was
telling them to place the merchandise of his brothers back into their luggage so that they might
recognize it when they return to their family. This was done in order that they would return with
Binyamin. Now Allah (swt) begins this ayah with the brothers speaking to their father. Look here at
all that was left out. Allah (swt) does not tell us how the young men actually placed the
merchandise back in their luggage. Allah (swt) does not tell us this how this merchandise was then
concealed so that the brothers would not discover it before they reached home. Their journey
home also is not mentioned. All of this has been left out but we can easily understand from the
context of the ayahs. Even though it has not been mentioned we still know it.Such is part of the
Miracle of the Quran in that Allah (swt) can tell us such a detailed story using only a limited number
of words. Even though the words themselves are limited the meaning behind them is unlimited.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “So when they returned to their father”. From this we
see that the brothers were sent by Yaqoob (as). We know this because Allah (swt) describes them
here as “returning” to him (as). Thus he (as) was the one who send them to Egypt to get the grain.
From this we learn that Yaqoob (as) is still the leader of their family. Even though old age has now
reached him (as), he (as) is still the leader of the family. Even in the weakness  of old age he (as)
still does his duty of caring for the family. We also learn from this part of the ayah that Yaqoob (as)
still maintained a relationship with the brothers. He (as) did not cast them away or stop speaking to
them because of the evil that they did to Yusuf (as). He (as) forgave them and he (as) even gave
them responsibilities such as bringing the grain from Egypt. This is how it has to be with family. No
matter what they do you have to learn to forgive them and you have to learn to live with them.
They are test that Allah (swt) has given you and you are stuck with them. So like Yaqoob (as) you
have to learn to live with them.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how the brothers said “O our father, the
measure has been denied to us”. They are telling their father here that they did not receive
any grain. Of course this is a lie. They did receive grain and they received a full measure of grain.
They hid the grain from their father and told him (as) that they did not receive any. Most likely
Yaqoob (as) was extremely old at this time. So these clever brothers could easily have hid the grain
from him without him discovering it. They may even have told others in their family not to reveal
this secret to their father.
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So why did they lie? They lied so that their father would agree to send Binyamin with them. This is
obvious by how they then say “So send with us our brother that we may get the
measure”. Thus they are telling their father that only if he (as) sends Binyamin with them would
they be able to get any grain. They are telling Yaqoob (as) that their entire journey to Egypt was a
waste. They are saying that they have no grain whatsoever. They are saying that the only way in
which they can get any grain, the only way in which their family can have any food is only if Yaqoob
(as) agrees to send Binyamin with them.
 
Finally Allah (swt) tells us how they said “and we will surely be to him guardians”. Here they
are promising Yaqoob (as) that they will protect and look after Binyamin. Notice that these are the
exact same words that they used when they promised their father that they would look after Yusuf
(as). With emphasis and certainty they stress the fact that they will be guardians. They promise
that they would not let any harm come to the boy. They ensure their father that they would
protect him from every kind of harm that could come to him. They are vowing that they will bring
the boy back just as how he was when his father had sent him. Of course this also is a lie.
 
Allah (swt) is showing us in this ayah how easy it was for these brothers to lie. They told lie upon lie
and it was very easy for them to lie. They knew that they had reached such a low state that they
could not accomplish anything without lying. Thus we once again see those who are distant from
Allah (swt). We see their thinking and their behavior. We see how easy it is for their tongues to
speak falsehood. This is what we have to save ourselves from becoming. So look at yourself. Look
at the words that you speak. Do you see falsehood in your words? Do you see frivolity and
wastefulness in your words? Know that any speech that is not somehow connected to the worship
and servitude of Allah (swt) is cursed. So always try to speak the words of truth, always try to
speak the words that will be pleasing to your Lord. Know that every movement of your tongue is
also a part of your worship and know that you will be questioned about it. May Allah (swt) save us
from speaking words of falsehood! May Allah (swt) save us from speaking words that earn His
(swt)’s displeasure!
 
[64] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Yaqoob (as) to the request of the
brothers to send Binyamin with them. Remind yourself of the difficult position that this noble
prophet was in. On the one hand he did not want to break the relationship with his children. Even
though they had done great evil in the past, and he knew well of this evil, he still did not want to
drive them away from him. He (as) did not want to create rifts and divisions in the family. On the
other hand there was also the famine that had gripped his land. His family was in desperate need of
food and his children had just told him that they would not get any unless he sends Binyamin with
them. So it was not so easy for him to turn down their request even though he wanted to.
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Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how Yaqoob (as) asked of the brothers “How can I trust you
with him except as I trusted you with his brother before?”. Even though it was very
difficult for him (as) to turn them down he (as) still does by asking them as to how he (as) could
possibly trust them except as he had trusted them with Yusuf (as) before. In the past Yaqoob (as)
had given these brothers a trust. He (as) had trusted them to look after his beloved son, but they
had failed in that trust. They had broken the trust that they had been given to look after and
protect. Now they wanted this trust again. How could Yaqoob (as) give it to them? He (as) even
asks them as to how he (as) could give them this trust again. Notice here that Yaqoob (as) does
not blame the brothers for failing to look after young Yusuf (as) but rather he (as) blames himself
for trusting him with them. He (as) blames himself for what happened to Yusuf (as). He (as) does
this even though the blame should really have gone towards them. What wrong did Yaqoob (as) do?
How was he in any responsible for what happened with Yusuf (as)? The blame should only go to the
brothers for their failing to look after him and for what they did indeed to do him. But still Yaqoob
(as) had such a generous heart and he (as) so much wanted to maintain the ties of family that he
(as) does not blame the brothers for what happened. Rather he (as) only blames himself. Can we
as Muslims ever reach to that level again? Can we forgive those who wrong us, especially when
they are family?
 
Notice also that even at this point Yaqoob (as) does not flatly refuse to send Binyamin with them.
He (as) does not say “I will never send him with you”. This is because he (as) realized the desperate
situation that he (as) was in. He (as) knew that his family needed the grain from Egypt. He (as) also
knew that his refusal to send Binyamin with the brothers might drive them away from him. As we
mentioned Yaqoob (as) knew how important it was that the family be preserved. This is why he (as)
did not completely refuse to send Binyamin with them. Rather at this point he (as) reminded the
brothers of what happened in the past. He reminded them of how he had given them a trust in the
past and how they had broken that trust. He (as) was scared that what happened before might
happen again. This is why he (as) asks this question of the brothers. How can I trust him with you
just like I trusted you with his brother before? How can we be sure that the same will not happen
again? What can be different this time?
 
Yaqoob (as) wants the affair to turn out differently this time. This is why he (as) says in the next
part of the ayah “But Allah is the best of guardians and the most merciful of those who
show mercy”. Yaqoob (as) knew that it was not correct for him (as) to trust Yusuf (as) with these
brothers. That is why here he (as) tells them that he (as) is not relying on them to protect
Binyamin at all. Rather he (as) tells them how he (as) has put his trust in Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is
the One to trust. Allah (swt) is the One Who will look after young Binyamin. Allah (swt) is the One
Who will have Mercy on both Binyamin by keeping him safe and on Yaqoob (as) by preventing his
heart from being broken by any further calamities. So last time when Yaqoob (as) sent Yusuf (as)

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


heart from being broken by any further calamities. So last time when Yaqoob (as) sent Yusuf (as)
with the brothers he did not mention Allah (swt), but this time he (as) does. He tells the brothers
that Allah (swt) is better for him (as) to put his trust in and He (swt) is a much better Guardian
than the brothers were. Now this does mean that Yaqoob (as) did not have trust in Allah (swt)
before. It is just that before he (as) did not specifically call on Allah (swt) to look after his son and
keep his son safe. This time he (as) does and he (as) hopes that because of that Binyamin will be
safe. As we will see later on in the Surah this prayer of Yaqoob (as) was answered. Binyamin was
completely safe and no harm whatsoever came to him. In fact he went to a much better place. He
went to his brother Yusuf (as). We ourselves can take an important lesson from this. If we want
protection. If we want mercy. Then we should remember that Allah (swt) is the Best of Guardians
and He (swt) is the
Most Merciful of those who have mercy. People can have mercy. People can give protection. But
what is their mercy and their protection when compared to Allah (swt)? How can the creation
compare to the Creator? How can the weak compare to the All-Powerful? Allah (swt) can do
whatsoever that He (swt) pleases. Just imagine then the kind of protection that He (swt) give you.
Just imagine the Mercy that He (swt) can show you. So we should not seek protection or mercy
from anyone except Allah (swt). We should always remember that if Allah (swt) chooses to protect
us then there is no one who can harm us after that. If Allah (swt) chooses to have Mercy on us
then we will not feel any pain after that. The Mercy of Allah (swt) is the real Mercy. The protection
from Allah (swt) is the real safety. How could we not seek it? How can we not hope for it? How
could we live without it?
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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