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[12:61] They said “We will strive to make his father yield and surely we will do it.”
 
[12:62] And he said to his young men “Place their merchandise in their luggage so that they may
recognize it when they returned to their family, so that they may return”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[61] I n this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of the brothers when Yusuf (as)
requested that they bring Binyamin with them the next time that they came. Recall from the
previous ayah how they had already given their reason for not bringing him the first time. They had
said that their father was very attached to him and that he was not willing to let him go. This was
the excuse that they gave. Yusuf (as) should have known that there was more to it than that. This
is because Binyamin at that time must have been at least in his early teens. At that time this was
quiet a mature age for children. At this age they were considered old enough to leave their parents
and go on long journeys. So there had to be a very good reason as to why their father did not send
Binyamin with them. A reason better than simply that he was very attached to the boy. Especially
since they must have known that they needed to bring Binyamin in order to get his share of the
grain. So Yusuf (as) knew that these brothers must have been jealous of Binyamin just like they
had been jealous of him. Not only were they jealous of Binyamin but they may even have intended
to harm him just like they had intended to harm Yusuf (as). This was the reason why their father
was extremely reluctant to send the boy with them. But the brothers now were in a dilemma. Their
father was not willing to send Binyamin with them, and yet they needed to bring him the next time
that they came in order to get their full measure of grain. Furthermore if they fail to bring him then
they would be denied grain altogether. Then their whole family would starve from the famine. What
then do they say to Yusuf (as) in response to his request? Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah.
 
Allah (swt) tells us how they said “We will strive to make his father yield and surely we
will do it”. They knew that this was going to be a challenge. Their father simply was not willing to
send Binyamin with them. Even before the brothers left for Egypt Yaqoob (as) knew that they
might be denied grain because of their not bringing Binyamin with them. Yet despite this knowledge
Yaqoob (as) was not willing to send him with them. On the one hand he remembered what they had
done to Yusuf (as). How they had failed in their duty to look after him and keep him safe. On the
other hand he knew that they had this jealousy for Binyamin just like they had had for Yusuf (as).
So Yaqoob (as) was totally unwilling to send this boy with the brothers. The brothers knew this as
well. But look at their words in this ayah. They say that they are going to strive to make Yaqoob
(as) yield to them. In other words they are going to try their best to convince him (as). They are
going to pester him and bother him until he agrees to what they want. They are going to argue with
him for hours and hours and days and days if needed. They are going to keep bothering him until he
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him for hours and hours and days and days if needed. They are going to keep bothering him until he
agrees. This is what they are promising to do in this ayah. Notice once again where their thinking is.
They do not care for their father and what he likes. They do not care for Allah (swt) and pleasing
Him (swt). They only want to accomplish their goal. They only want to fulfill their needs. So they
promise that they are going to keep pestering their father until he yields to them. Also notice how
the brothers say “surely we will do it”. They are certain that they will be able to convince their
father to send Binyamin with them. They are so sure of themselves. In their minds there is no
possibility of failure for them. They said that they are going to do it and so they are sure that they
are going to do it. Even at this time when they have come to ask for food they are still proud and
arrogant.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once again of the thinking and
behavior of those who are distant from Allah (swt). There are two salient features of the brothers
that Allah (swt) told us about in this ayah and we can see that both are not pleasing to Him (swt).
The first is how these brothers are selfish and self-centered. They only care about themselves.
They do not care about their father. They do not care that it will hurt his heart to send Binyamin
with them. They need the boy to get the grain so they resolve to take him from their father no
matter what he may think of it. Another closely related attribute of theirs that we see here is their
arrogance and their certainty of themselves. They are so sure that they will be able to convince
their father. They never see themselves are making a mistake. They never see themselves as
failing. This is how sure they are of themselves. This is how arrogant they are.
 
They forgot that everything happens only with the permission of Allah (swt). They will not even live
to see the next moment of their lives unless it be by the will of Allah (swt). So to save ourselves
from becoming like these brothers we have to always strive to think about others. We have to think
about what will be the ramifications of our actions on others. What will our actions do to other
people? What will our words to do them? Will it hurt them in any way? These are the questions that
we need to be asking ourselves. Now of course as we learned from the previous ayah that if it be
for purposes of dawah then we may need to be somewhat stern and forceful with some people. But
this is only when there is a justifiable reason in the dawah. If it is only for our own selves then we
must strive never to upset the people in any way. We strive to serve Allah (swt) and even our
pleasing others is part of this servitude. In addition we also need to remind ourselves that we
ourselves have no power at all. All might and all power is only with Allah (swt). So only what He
(swt) wills will be so. This is why we must never say that we will do anything in the future unless we
also say “Insha Allah”. Only if it be the will of Allah (swt) would we be able to accomplish what we
want. We by ourselves have no might and no power whatsoever. This is something that we must
always strive to remember and this is something that we must strive to inculcate within ourselves
 
[62] Recall that the context of these ayahs is the plan that Allah (swt) had to bring the children of
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[62] Recall that the context of these ayahs is the plan that Allah (swt) had to bring the children of
Israil to Egypt. Recall that even the purpose for the revelation of this Surah was in response to the
questioning of the Quraysh and the Jews when they had asked the Prophet (saw) as to how the
children of Israil had come to Egypt. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us that story. Recall
that the first part of this plan was to bring Yusuf (as) younger brother Binyamin to Egypt. To set
this plan in motion Yusuf (as) had requested his brothers to bring Binyamin the next time they came
to Egypt for grain. Yusuf (as) had even reminded them how he (as) had been a generous host to
them and how he (as) had given them the full measure of what they had asked for. In order to
further convince them to bring Binyamin, Yusuf (as) had even told them that they would not receive
any grain at all if they failed to bring him. All of this was done in order to convince them to bring the
boy. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) gave them one more incentive.
 
In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about how Yusuf (as) spoke to his young men. The fact that Yusuf
(as) has young men working for him does not mean that they were his servants nor does it mean
that he (as) was in a position of power. Yusuf (as) was the one who was in charge of the
storehouses of grain. These were most likely huge storehouses that had tone and tons of grain in
them. Now of course Yusuf (as) would not be able to manage all of this on his own. He needed help
to carry the grain in and out of these storehouses. So most likely these young men were his
employees who helped him to do that. They helped him (as) take care of the storehouses. So this
ayah does not in any way give the meaning that Yusuf (as) was a king or that he (as) was one in
power. It only shows that he (as) had employees working for him (as). Allah (swt) Knows best.
 
Yusuf (as) tells his young men in this ayah to place the merchandise that his brothers had brought
back into their luggage. This was the merchandise that the brothers had brought to trade for grain.
They had brought this merchandise from Philistine in the hope that they could give it away for grain.
Yusuf (as) tells his young men in this ayah to return it to them, to put it back into their luggage.
Now of course this must be done without their knowledge. Yusuf (as) did not want to them to know
that their merchandise had been returned to them.
 
Yusuf (as) gives the reason for this in the next part of the ayah when he (as) says “so that they
may recognize it when they returned to their family, so that they may return”. Yusuf
(as) wants his brothers to recognize the merchandise that has been returned to them when they
return to their family in Philistine. Not only should they recognize the merchandise as theirs but
they should also recognize that it was Yusuf (as) who returned it to them. They should recognize it
as an act of charity and benevolence on the part of Yusuf (as). Not on the part of their brother but
on the part of a kind man and a friend that they had in Egypt. Yusuf (as) wanted the brothers to
return with Binyamin as early as possible. The scholars say that this was the reason why he (as)
had returned their merchandise to them. He (as) wanted them to go home and see their
merchandise returned to them when they got home. This will make them return to Egypt as soon as
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merchandise returned to them when they got home. This will make them return to Egypt as soon as
they can. They do not need to gather any merchandise for trading, they already have it. So they
could return to Egypt as soon as possible and bring back even more food for their family. Then they
could bring Binyamin with them and the Allah (swt)’s could be set in motion. Another reason that
the scholars have cited for Yusuf (as) returning the merchandise was because he (as) did not want
to take anything from his family. Yusuf (as) knew that these were his own brothers. He (as) knew
that it was his beloved father who had sent them. So Yusuf (as) did not want to take anything
from his family. He (as) knew that he had a responsibility to look after and support his family. He
(as) felt bad that he was not back home with his family and his father so that he could properly
take care of them. He (as) knew that Allah (swt) had greater plans for him (as) and for their family.
But at the very least Yusuf (as) felt that he (as) should not have taken this merchandise. This is
how much Yusuf (as) wanted to take care of his family. This is how much he felt that he had a
responsibility to look after them.
 
There are several lessons that we can take from what Yusuf (as) did in this ayah. The first is to see
the determination that he (as) had in order to reach his goal. Yusuf (as) had a goal and that was to
bring his brother Binyamin to Egypt. Now look at how many steps that he (as) took in order to
reach this goal. First he furnished his brothers will all of the provisions that they could need, thus
showing them how generous he (as) was with them. He (as) gave them full measure and he (as) did
not even withhold the share of Binyamin which they were not entitled to since they did not bring
him. This was all to show them how honest and charitable an administrator he (as) was. Then he
(as) was an excellent host for them and he (as) made sure that their stay in Egypt was
comfortable. Once again to show them how kind and friendly he was and to make them come closer
to him. Then Yusuf (as) even told them that if they did not bring Binyamin then they would be
denied of grain altogether. Then after that he (as) even placed their original merchandise back in
their luggage. All of this was done in order to make the brothers bring Binyamin to Egypt. So Allah
(swt) is teaching us in this ayah that when we have a goal then we have to be persistent in trying
to attain it. We should take every measure possible in order to attain it. How hard are the enemies
of this Din working to destroy it? We have to work harder still to establish it and to propagate it. So
do the best that you can, take every step and preserve in it, know that Allah (swt) is well Aware of
all that you do. Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves how
important it is to take care of our families. Yusuf (as) had such a desire to look after his family. He
(as) returned the merchandise that they brought even though he (as) had no reason to. He (as) did
not even want to see his family be deprived of this. Do we today have the same concern for our
family? Do we take the time to ask them how they are doing? Do we try to help them and see to
their needs in whatever way that we can? Yusuf (as) was living a comfortable life in an advanced
country but he (as) did not forget about his family back home. He (as) still wanted to do everything
that he could for them. Even in his effort to bring them to Egypt he (as) was trying to do what was
best for them. He (as) wanted to bring them to a land of prosperity from a land of poverty and
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best for them. He (as) wanted to bring them to a land of prosperity from a land of poverty and
difficulty. See then the behavior of this noble prophet. In it Allah (swt) is once again giving us a
model that we can emulate. Insha Allah if we would make the effort.
 
Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the level of detail that Allah (swt) has
placed in this Surah. Recall that this Surah was revealed in response to the Quraysh and the Jews
asking the Prophet (saw) about the story of how the children of Israil had come to Egypt. Allah
(swt) could have told this story in five ayahs or less if He (swt) pleased. Allah (swt) could have
simply said that Yusuf (as) was placed in a well by his brothers, then he (as) made his way to Egypt,
then he (as) found a good position in Egypt, then he (as) brought his family there. This is a basic
outline of the story and this would have answered the question of the questioners. But Allah (swt)
did not do this, instead He (swt) revealed an extremely detailed story. In this story every important
detail that happened to Yusuf (as) is narrated. Look at the detail in this ayah, Allah (swt) even tells
us how the merchandise that the brothers brought was returned in their luggage. This detail may
not seem necessary to tell the story of how the children of Israil came to Egypt but as we see from
the ayah it does have many important lessons in it. It tells us what is pleasing to Allah (swt), so it
helps us to better serve Him (swt). So for example in this ayah we learned that Allah (swt) is
pleased with us when we strive to complete a task, taking every step that is needed. We also
learned that Allah (swt) is pleased with us when we try to take care of our families, making sure
that all of their needs are taken care of. Perhaps you are saying to yourself that Allah (swt) has
already mentioned these in other ayahs. But you have to remember that we as human being
always forget. So we need to be reminded, and as the Prophet (saw) told us that reminder benefits
the believer. In addition to containing several reminders for the believer, this ayah also serves to
remind us how this Quran could not have been produced by a human being. Why would a human
being include such details? How would any human being even know of such details? Could the
Prophet (saw) ever have known about them? The Jews and the Quraysh chiefs only asked the
Prophet (saw) for the story of how the children of Israil came to Egypt. They were never expecting
anything like this. They were never expecting a story so detailed. Could it then be from any but
Allah (swt)?
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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