
 
 

                                                                                     ....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah)
::....           
ARABIC

Walamma jahhazahum bijahazihimqala i/toonee bi-akhin lakum min abeekum alatarawna annee oofee alkayla
waana khayru almunzileena

Fa-in lam ta/toonee bihi fala kaylalakum AAindee wala taqrabooni
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[12:59] And when he had provided them with their provisions, he said “Bring to me a brother of
yours from your father. Do you not see that I give full measure and that I am the best of hosts?”.
 
[12:60] “But if you do not bring him to me, then you will have no measure from me, and you will
not come near me”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[59] In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about what happened when Yusuf (as) was
reunited with his brothers. Now Yusuf (as) was the one who had all of the power, now he (as) was
the one in control. Yusuf (as) recognized them completely but they were ignorant of him (as). Now
Allah (swt) sets in play a plan that He (swt) had for Yusuf (as), his brothers, their family, and their
entire nation. From the family of Yaqoob (as) would come the children of Israil. They would be the
first nation of dawah and jihad. They would be the first nation that would carry the Message of
Allah (swt) to all mankind. Allah (swt) decreed that their journey on this mission start in Egypt. In
this ayah and the ones that follow Allah (swt) shows us how He (swt) brought them to Egypt.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And when he had provided them with their
provisions”. Here Allah (swt) tells us the treatment that Yusuf (as) gave for his brothers. He (as)
provided them with everything that they needed. The Arabic word that Allah (swt) uses gives the
meaning that the brothers were provided with everything that they could need. Not only did they
get the food and provisions that they came for but they also got everything that they needed for
their journey home. They were provided with everything that they needed. Once again this reminds
us of the generosity and nobility of Yusuf (as). Who were these brothers to Yusuf (as)?Why should
he (as) have provided them with anything? Even if they were strangers Yusuf (as) was under no
obligation to give them anything. But the fact that these were the very same brothers who used to
torture him (as) and who tried to kill him (as) would have made most people have much hatred and
resentment to them. But Yusuf (as) was not like most people. He (as) gave them everything that
they needed even though they were so cruel to him (as). Could this have come from anyone except
one whose heart was attached to Allah (swt)? Could this have come from anyone but the sincere?
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “Bring to me a brother of yours from your
father”. When Yusuf (as) was distributing the grain to the brothers he (as) had inquired about how
many people there were in their family. The grain was distributed based on how many people there
were in one’s family. The more people that there were in one’s family the more grain that they
would receive. So the brothers told Yusuf (as) about all of the people in their family. They
mentioned Binyamin as well, and when Yusuf (as) asked them as to why they did not bring him they
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mentioned Binyamin as well, and when Yusuf (as) asked them as to why they did not bring him they
said that their father was very attached to him and so he would not let him go. Now it seems and
Allah (swt) Knows best, that the rule is that all able bodied men must present themselves before
Yusuf (as) before he (as) can give them grain. Only the women, the extremely young, and the
extremely old were excused from having to come to Yusuf (as). So rightfully the brothers should
have brought Binyamin with them. That is why in this part of the ayah Yusuf (as) tells them to bring
this brother with them the next time they come. If they want to get the full measure of grain next
time, if they want to take the grain that should be for Binyamin, then they must bring him with
them next time.
 
However in reality there was an even greater reason in Yusuf (as) requesting them to bring
Binyamin with them. It was more than simply to ensure the fair distribution of grain, although this
also was important. The believer should always strive to ensure equity and fairness in all matters.
But here there was actually another reason why Yusuf (as) had made this request of them. A far
greater reason. It was to put in motion the plan that Allah (swt) had for the children of Israil, the
plan for this dawah. Now the first part of this plan that Allah (swt) had was to bring Yusuf (as)’s
younger brother Binyamin to Egypt. That was why Yusuf (as) tells his brothers here to bring their
brother from their father’s side. This means that Binyamin is their half-brother from their father’s
side. These two were the two purest of Yaqoob (as)’s children and Allah (swt) wanted them both to
be in Egypt at that time. So Yusuf (as) requests of his brothers to bring him. Yusuf (as) then asks
of them “Do you not see that I give full measure and that I am the best of hosts?”.
Here Yusuf (as) gives them an incentive to bring Binyamin the next time that they come. Yusuf (as)
is reminding them of how he (as) has given them full measure of grain and how he (as) has been an
excellent host to them. Yusuf (as) gave his brothers the full measure of grain that they were
entitled to receive. The scholars say that he (as) even gave them Binyamin’s share, although in
reality he should not have because they did not bring him with them. So although according to the
rules they should not have received Binyamin’s share since they did not bring him (as) with them,
Yusuf (as) still gave them this share. Yusuf (as) gave them the full measure that they were entitled
to. In addition he (as) was also an excellent host.
 
The Arabic word for the one who entertains guests has the same root letters as the word for the
sending something down from upon high. This is in fact what the host does. This guest is at the
mercy of the host. The guest is below the host. So everything that the host gives the guest is
what he sends down upon him. But despite this fact that the guest is below the host, it was Arab
culture that the guest be treated in the best of ways. It was Arab culture that the guest’s every
need was taken care of. Now remember that this Quran was first revealed unto the Arabs, so to
understand it we have to see how they understood these words. So then imagine what kind of a
host Yusuf (as) was to his brothers if Allah (swt) describes him (as) here as “the best of hosts”.
When the brothers saw this why then should they not fulfill Yusuf (as) request?
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When the brothers saw this why then should they not fulfill Yusuf (as) request?
 
[60] Remember that the plan of Yusuf (as) was really the plan of Allah (swt) and that plan was to
bring the family of Yaqoob (as) to Egypt. With this event will begin a new phase in the dawah, a
new phase in the call to Allah (swt). Now for the first time an entire nation would be responsible for
carrying the Message of Allah (swt) to the people. Before this time individual prophets had been
sent to individual nations. But with the children of Israil, an entire nation would be the dawah
carriers. In order to prepare them for this task Allah (swt) willed that the children of Israil be
brought to Egypt. It was in Egypt that they would go through severe trials at the hands of Firaun.
It was in Egypt that Allah (swt) would send Musa (as) to them and then He (swt) would give them
deliverance through him (as). In all of this then there would be lessons and guidance for the nation
that would take up this dawah after them. Thus there is a great purpose and wisdom behind all that
happens, and that purpose is the dawah. That is why if you only read these ayahs on the surface it
may sometime seem to you that the behavior of Yusuf (as) in these ayahs is sometimes not
becoming of that of a prophet. For example you might ask as to why he (as) is not being honest
with them and revealing his identity to them at this point. You might ask as to why he (as) keeps
insisting that they bring Binyamin to him. But there is a reason for his behavior and that reason is
the dawah. This dawah sometimes requires sacrifices. This dawah requires that we sometimes deal
with people in a way that is not always honest and forthcoming, and not always courteous and
pleasant. Even though the norm of a Muslim’s behavior is that he is always honest and that he is
always kind. Sometimes however he needs to behave differently if it serves the purpose of the
dawah. If it serves the purpose of dawah he sometimes needs to be forceful with people. If it
serves the purpose of dawah he sometimes needs to keep secrets from the people. But again this
is not the norm and whenever it is done it needs to be justified. Allah (swt) Knows best.
 
That is why Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how Yusuf (as) said “But if you do not bring
him to me, then you will have no measure from me, and you will not come near me”.
This is a threat from Yusuf (as) to his brothers. He (as) tells them that if they do not bring their
brother the next time that they come then they will receive no measure of grain from him (as)
whatsoever and they will not even be allowed to approach him (as). This means that not only will
they not get any measure of grain but they will not even be allowed to come near Yusuf (as) in
order to explain as to why they never brought Binyamin. So this was indeed a powerful threat. If
they failed to bring their brother the next time that they came then not only would they be denied
of food but their entire family as well. These words may have seemed harsh coming from a noble
and kind prophet like Yusuf (as) but it was necessary in order for Allah (swt)’s plan to be fulfilled. It
was necessary for the dawah. Sometimes Allah (swt) hurts us a bit, but in the end it is for our own
good.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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