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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:58] And Yusuf’s brothers came, and they entered in on him, and he recognized them well but
they were to him totally unaware.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

With this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about a new chapter in the life of Yusuf (as). Now everything had
changed for this noble prophet. Now he (as) was no longer a slave. Now he (as) was no longer a
prisoner. Now he (as) was no longer a defenseless child at the mercy of his brothers. Now Yusuf
(as) was free. He (as) could go and live wherever he wanted. He (as) had the regard and the
respect of the king and the entire kingdom of Egypt. They all knew what a righteous and honored
man he (as) was. They knew that he (as) was the one who had saved their kingdom from the
horrible famine. Allah (swt) begins this ayah during the period of the famine. The seven years of
prosperity had ended and now the years of famine had begun. This famine was so great that it was
not confined only to Egypt but it had spread to all of the neighboring lands as well. Now everyone
from all the lands came to Egypt to get their food.
 
Because Allah (swt) had Mercy on this land through Yusuf (as), Egypt was the only land in which
there was food. As Yusuf (as) had instructed they had stored their grain during the years of
prosperity. So people from all of the neighboring lands came to Egypt to get their food. Not only did
they come to Egypt but they came to Yusuf (as) because he (as) was the one in charge of the
storehouses of the land. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how such reunited Yusuf (as) with his
brothers. With this reunion began this new chapter in his story. We had seen the trials and
sufferings of this noble prophet. Now we are going to see his rise.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And Yusuf’s brothers came, and they entered in on
him”. The brothers of Yusuf (as) came to Egypt all the way from Philistine. As we mentioned the
reason for their journey was to get food. Their land also suffered from the famine and so they
came to Egypt in search of food. Because Yusuf (as) was the one in charge of the storehouses
they entered into where he (as) was.
 
Allah (swt) then says “and he recognized them well but they were to him totally
unaware”. When Yusuf (as) saw his brothers he knew exactly who they were. He (as) recognized
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unaware”. When Yusuf (as) saw his brothers he knew exactly who they were. He (as) recognized
them very well as the ones who had put him (as) into that well all those years ago. But they did not
recognize him (as) at all. They did not in any realize that this man whom they saw before them at
that moment was their young brother who they had put in a well. As far as they were concerned
their brother had been dead for many years. If by some chance he were alive then he would have
been a slave or in poverty. They never expected that their brother could have some way found
himself out of that well and into the shoes of the man whom they saw before themselves at that
moment. They were completely ignorant as to the true reality of the situation. Contrast now the
difference in situation between Yusuf (as) and his brothers. Look at how much Allah (swt) has raised
him (as) above from where he (as) used to be. It is said that knowledge is the greatest of power
that one can have over a person. Yusuf (as) had full knowledge over his brothers, he (as) knew
exactly who they were and he (as) even knew why they had come. They on other hand were
completely ignorant of him (as). They had no knowledge whatsoever that this man was Yusuf (as).
So see here how much power Allah (swt) had given Yusuf (as) over his brothers. He (as) knew them
fully while they were completely ignorant of him (as). Such is how Allah (swt) raises those whom He
(swt) is pleased with in degrees over others.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is that if we strive to please Allah (swt) then He (swt)
will give us insight into the true reality of situations. Allah (swt) will give us the knowledge with
which we can perceive the reality for what it truly is. How many are the people today who are just
like Yusuf (as)’s brothers? They are completely heedless and ignorant as to the true reality of the
world. They are engrossed in their worldly life. All that they know about is their money, or their
work, or their games and amusement. They are completely ignorant as to how this world really is.
They are ignorant of this conflict that is taking place between those who call to Allah (swt) and
those who oppose Him (swt). Many of the people are even heedless of Allah (swt) while He (swt) is
the Real and the True. In order to save ourselves from becoming like them we have to please Allah
(swt) so that perhaps He (swt) will give us the insight like He (swt) gave to Yusuf (as).
 
Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how the land of Egypt fed all of the
neighboring lands during the famine. This land that is around the Nile River is among the most fertile
and arable lands in all of the world. For centuries many civilizations have flourished from the wealth
of this land, even the mighty Egyptian empire was built because of the richness of this land. This
land produced so much food that it even once fed the entire Islamic State. The entire Islamic State
which spread from the shores of North Africa in the West to the Himalayan Mountains in the East.
All the people were fed from the food in this land. Why is it then that today in that region there are
so many people in poverty and there are so many people who do not have enough to eat? Is it for
any other reason other than the fact that the Law of Allah (swt) does not rule that land anymore?
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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