
 
 

                                                                                     ....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah)
::....           
ARABIC

 

Wakathalika makanna liyoosufafee al-ardi yatabawwao minha haythu yashaonuseebu birahmatina man nashao
walanudeeAAu ajra almuhsineena

Walaajru al-akhirati khayrun lillatheenaamanoo wakanoo yattaqoona

TAMIL Translation | E.M.Abdul Rahman
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:56] And thus did we establish Yusuf in the land, he could live therein wherever he pleased, We
give a portion of our Mercy to whom We please, and We will never allow the reward of those who
have Ihsan to go to waste.
 
[12:57] And surely the reward of the Hereafter is better for those who believe and who have
Taqwa.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[56] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what became of Yusuf (as) in Egypt. Now he (as) was freed
from prison. Now he (as) was given his freedom. Now he (as) was made into the guardian and the
keeper of the storehouses. What now was the fate of Yusuf (as) after this? Allah (swt) tells us in
this ayah. Similar to the previous ayahs, this ayah is also one that the enemies of this Din used to
justify ruling by other than Shariah. Insha Allah let us study this ayah and see if it gives such a
meaning.
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meaning.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And thus did we establish Yusuf in the land”. The
words “and thus” with which Allah (swt) begins this ayah connects the meaning of this ayah with
the previous ayahs. So in order to understand how exactly Allah (swt) established Yusuf (as) in the
land we have to look at the previous ayahs. In the previous ayahs the king had told Yusuf (as) that
he (as) was now with them trusted and respected. The king also chose Yusuf (as) for himself and
granted him (as) his freedom. Yusuf (as) then asked the king to be placed in charge of the
storehouses of the land. Of course the king granted Yusuf (as) this request. This then is how Allah
(swt) established Yusuf (as) in the land. Allah (swt) established Yusuf (as) in the land by giving him
(as) his freedom, by allowing him (as) to be close to the king, and by letting him (as) to be the
guardian of the storehouses. This is how Allah (swt) established him (as) in the land. Some people
claim that this part of the ayah gives the meaning that Yusuf (as) was given power and authority in
the land. But there is nothing in the language of the ayah that gives this meaning. Recall that Allah
(swt) even used these same words “to establish in the land” in ayah 22 when He (swt) told us how
Yusuf (as) was given a good place in the house of the Aziz. Was Yusuf (as) given any power or
authority in the house of the Aziz? Of course not because he (as)  was a slave at that time. So
these words do not mean to be granted power and authority. They only mean that Yusuf (as) was
given a good place. Allah (swt) once gave Yusuf (as) a good place with the Aziz and now He (swt)
gave him (as) a good place with the king. A good home. A place of safety and security. A place
where he can find sustenance and a place where he can rest. This is all that this ayah means. Allah
(swt) Knows best!
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “he could live therein wherever he pleased”.
Here Allah (swt) tells us that Yusuf (as) could live in any part of Egypt that he (as) pleased. Now he
(as) was no longer a slave. Now he (as) was no longer a prisoner. He (as) could go wherever he
pleased and he (as) could live wherever he pleased. For the first time in his life Yusuf (as) had this
freedom. There was nothing that restricted the movement of Yusuf (as). He could go wherever in
the earth that he (as) pleased. The fools who say that Yusuf (as) ruled with the laws of man also
say that this part of the ayah gives the meaning that he (as) was given power in the land. But
there is nothing in the language of the ayah that gives this meaning. The ayah only gives the
meaning that Yusuf (as) could go and settle wherever in the land that he (as) pleased. This is the
only meaning that the language of the ayah gives. Allah (swt) Knows best! Another lesson that we
can take from this ayah is to see what a wonderful gift it is to go wherever in the earth that one
pleases. To simply go to whatever land that one wanted to go to.
 
What a great gift and blessing is that? You would think that such would be very easy in today’s
world because of all the advanced forms of transportation that we have like air travel. However the
way that the world is set up today it has actually been made very difficult. Today the earth has
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way that the world is set up today it has actually been made very difficult. Today the earth has
been broken up into dozens of nation states. Each state has artificial borders. Often times these
borders restrict the movement of people. Many people are not able to go where they please
because of these borders. Some people are not even able to go and see their families because of
these artificial borders that the “powers be” have created. They have carved up this earth into
several small countries and they keep the people confined to these lands just like prisoners. Only
the wealthy and the affluent can travel in the earth wherever they please. Everyone else is a
prisoner of their land. How wonderful would it be if the Islamic State returns and this earth could be
one nation? All the borders could be torn down and everyone could go where they pleased.
 
That dream will only come true when we can convince the Muslims that they cannot live under kufr.
The majority of Muslims are still not aware of the fact that we need to live in a country that rules
only by the Shariah. A country that does not have a president, or a parliament, or an ayatollah, or
a king or any other innovations that they have replaced the Khalifah with. In order to do that Insha
Allah we have to break the arguments of the government “scholars” who say that it is permissible
to live under such kufr governments. The ones who say that there is no such thing as the Islamic
State or that there is no need for us to work for the State today. They use ayahs such as these in
order to fool the people. In order to justify their taking the sovereignty that belongs to Allah (swt).
 
As we can see these ayahs in no way give the meaning that the human being can legislate. There is
no mention in these ayahs that Yusuf (as) was ever given power in the land. In fact only in the
books of the Jews and Christians is there ever any mention of that, and we all know how accurate
their books are. So how can we believe these so called “scholars” when they say that Yusuf (as)
had power in the land and who then use that as an excuse for us to live under kufr governments or
for us to participate in kufr governments? Furthermore why do these fools focus only on these
ayahs? Why do they ignore the countless other ayahs in the Quran and the hadith of the Prophet
(saw) which clearly tell us that sovereignty must only be for Allah (swt)? It is clear that their
interpretation of these ayahs is not sincere. They came to these ayahs with the intention that
they have to twist their meaning in some way to give themselves an excuse to do what they
wanted. All that we can say is that Allah (swt) Knows very well what they have done. How they
used His (swt)’s own Book to prevent His (swt)’s Law from returning. One Day soon they will return
to Him (swt). Then He (swt) will deal with them as He (swt) pleases.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “We give a portion of our Mercy to whom We
please”. All of this that Allah (swt) has bestowed on Yusuf (as) was from His (swt)’s Mercy. Allah
(swt) was pleased with Yusuf (as) and so He (swt) bestowed upon him (as) from His (swt)’s Mercy.
Notice how Allah (swt) calls it a portion of the His (swt)’s Mercy. This is because what Allah (swt)
grants His (swt)’s righteous servants in this world is only a small portion of the Mercy that He (swt)
has for them. The much larger portion of His (swt)’s Mercy for them has been kept for the
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has for them. The much larger portion of His (swt)’s Mercy for them has been kept for the
Hereafter. Look at all that Yusuf (as) was given in the life of this world. Can you thenimagine what
awaits him (as) in the Hereafter?
 
In the final part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “and We will never allow the reward of those
who have Ihsan to go to waste”. As we mentioned Yusuf (as) was one of those who had
Ihsan. This means that he (as) worshipped and served Allah (swt) as though he saw Him (swt). This
means that he (as) was aware of the Presence of Allah (swt) for every moment of his existence.
We can see from the Surah that this was how Yusuf (as) was. When he (as) saw the dream he
thought about Allah (swt) and that was why he (as) told his father about the dream. When his
brothers put him in the well he remembered Allah (swt) and that was how he (as) found solace and
peace at that moment of trial and fear. When the wife of the Aziz tried to seduce him, he (as)
sought refuge in Allah (swt) and that was how he (as) escaped that temptation. When all of the
young and beautiful noblewomen in the city were calling him towards sin he (as) prayed to Allah
(swt) to save him (as) from that temptation and that was how he (as) found safety. Then when he
(as) was in the prison he (as) called the prisoners in the jail to Allah (swt). When you are among
those who think of Allah (swt) at every moment would you not then call to Him (swt)? So to have
Ihsan is to remember Allah (swt) at every moment. What kind of a person isthat? Would such a
person ever do any action that is displeasing to Allah (swt)? Would he even  allow a moment in his
life to pass by without striving to attain the Pleasure of Allah (swt)? No of course not. Can you
then imagine how pleased Allah (swt) would be with such a person? Can you imagine the kind of
reward that Allah (swt) would have for such a person? A reward both in this life and in the
Hereafter. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that He (swt) will never allow the reward of such people
to go to waste. In other words such people have a reward that is due to them for their striving to
be in a state of Ihsan. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that He (swt) will never allow that reward to
go to waste. He (swt) will make sure that such people get their full reward both in this life and in
the Hereafter. Why then would you not ever want to be among such people? You can, all that you
have to do is strive to remember Allah (swt) at every moment. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling
grace to be among those who have Ihsan!
 
[57] In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the great reward that Yusuf (as) had in the life
of this world. He (as) was freed from prison and from slavery. He (as) had earned the trust and the
respect of the king of the land. He (as) had been cleared of all of the false accusations that the
people had made against him (as). He (as) had been appointed for the important task of collecting
and distributing the grain. He (as) could live and settle wherever in the land that he (as) pleased.
But much better than all of this was that Allah (swt) blessed Yusuf (as) by making him (as) among
those who had Ihsan and by making him (as) into a prophet. How great then was this mercy that
Allah (swt) conferred upon him (as). However as Allah (swt) told us this was only a portion of the
mercy that He (swt) had for this noble prophet. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about the greater
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mercy that He (swt) had for this noble prophet. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about the greater
portion of this Mercy.
 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that the reward in the Hereafter is better for those who believe and
those who have Taqwa. Yusuf (as) was most surely one of these. This means that the reward that
Allah (swt) has for him (as) in the Hereafter is much better than his reward in this life. As we
mentioned how great was the reward that Yusuf (as) received in the life of this world? How much
greater then must be his reward in the Hereafter? How can you even compare this life with the
Hereafter? How can anyone even compare this life with the Hereafter? This life that is so limited
with the Hereafter that is eternal. This life that is filled with deprivation and toil to the Hereafter
where all of your wants are satisfied and you never have to work. This life that is filled with disease
and pain to the Hereafter where there is not even the slightest discomfort. This life where there is
ugliness and filth to the Hereafter where there is only beauty and purity. This is why the believer
must always have his heart in the Hereafter. Of course there are good things in this world and we
should pray to Allah (swt) for them, but the true reward that we should always be seeking is reward
that we will Insha Allah receive when we meet our Lord.
 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that this great reward has been promised for those who believe and
for those who have Taqwa. These then are the two conditions that you must fulfill in order to be
eligible for this reward. First and foremost you must believe. You must believe that there is no god
that is worthy to be worshipped and no master that is worthy to be served and no sovereign that
is worthy to be obeyed except Allah (swt). If you do not have this belief then none of your actions
will count for anything. The only good deeds that Allah (swt) will accept from you are those that
you did sincerely for Him (swt). If your intention was not for Allah (swt) then your deed will not be
accepted. After you believe in Allah (swt) you must then believe in the Message that He (swt) has
sent to you. You must believe in everything that He (swt) tells you in this Message as being from
Him (swt). So the way that you worship and serve Allah (swt) must be the way that He (swt)
defined in this Message. After your belief you must then have Taqwa. You must be conscious of
Allah (swt) for every moment of your life. You have to remind yourself that right at this moment
Allah (swt) is Seeing you and He (swt) Knows all the actions that your limbs make, and all the words
that your tongue speaks and all the thoughts that go through your heart. When you realize the
Majesty and Tremendousness of Allah (swt), When you realize the Power that He (swt) has over
you. When you realize that you will one Day soon return to Him (swt). When you realize what He
(swt) can then do to you. Would you then ever do any of the actions that are displeasing to Him
(swt)? This is what it means to have Taqwa. This was what Yusuf (as) had and this is what made
him (as) worthy of this reward. Can you find it within yourself to have this as well? Can you find it
within yourself to live for Allah (swt)?
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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