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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:51] He said “What was your affair when you sought to seduce Yusuf against his will”. They
said “Allah forbid! We did not from him any evil”. The wife of the Aziz said “Now the Truth has come
out. I did seek to seduce him against his will but he was of the truthful”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention back to the court of the king. The king had requested
to see Yusuf (as). The man who had interpreted his dream when no one else could not. But when
the messenger came to Yusuf (as), he (as) had declared that he (as) would not leave the prison
until his name was cleared. Until everyone knew what the women who cut their hands had done to
him (as). Now the king begins to investigate the matter. The evil secrets that have been kept are
now disclosed. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah what happens next.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how the king said “What was your affair when you
sought to seduce Yusuf against his will”. This is the question that the king poses for all of
these noblewomen. In essence he is asking them for the reason why they did what they did. They
had done to Yusuf (as) a great injustice. They had invited him (as) towards sin even though they
knew that he (as) wanted to remain pure. Notice that the king does not criticize them for being
unfaithful to their husbands or even for trying to having relations with a man whom they were not
married to. As we said this was because they were a loose and promiscuous people. It was not a
huge matter for them for a woman to have relations outside of marriage. But what the king had a

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


huge matter for them for a woman to have relations outside of marriage. But what the king had a
problem with here was that they sought to seduce Yusuf (as) against his will. Yusuf (as) did not
want to be with them and they still forced him to come. They even threatened him (as) with torture
and punishment if he (as) did not yield himself to them. This was what the king found to be
unacceptable. So he asks them here as to what made them to do this. What was their justification
for this? What reason could they bring for this great injustice on their part.
 
Notice also in this ayah how a large portion of the story has been left out. Allah (swt) ended the
previous ayah with Yusuf (as) speaking to the king’s messenger, and He (swt) begins this ayah with
the king speaking to these women. All that transpired between these two events has been left out
of the Surah. Even though these events have been left out we can still easily derive their meaning
from what Allah (swt) has already told us. As we learned this also is part of the Miracle of the
Quran in that Allah (swt) can give us such a rich story filled with so much meaning from only a
limited number of words. What has been left out in this instance is that the messenger returned to
the king with the request of Yusuf (as). The king then began the investigation to find out what
happened with these women who had cut their hands. The king then discovers what they did to
Yusuf (as). How they sought to seduce him (as) against his will. How he (as) resisted them even
though they called him (as) again and again. How the husbands and guardians of these women
became jealous and enraged at Yusuf (as). How they falsely accused him (as) of intending evil with
their women and put him (as) in prison for that. How he (as) had remained in prison for years and
years without any chance of parole or pardon. The king found out about all of this through his
investigation. We have to remember that this was the king and no one could keep secrets from the
king. His authority in the land was absolute. So he found out about everything that these evil
people had done to Yusuf (as). The king also realized that the root cause of all of this injustice was
the fact that these women had sought to seduce Yusuf (as) against his will. They had called him
(as) to them even though they knew that he (as) did not want to come. This was the reason why
all of these problems had started. These women could not control their lusts and desires. They had
forced Yusuf (as) to do something that he (as) did not want to do. All of the other problems such
as Yusuf (as)’s unjust imprisonment and the cutting of their hands was because they could not
control themselves. They king realized this and that was why he summoned all of these women to
his court and he asked them as to what made them do this. Thus Allah (swt) begins this ayah with
the king speaking to these women. Allah (swt) does not mention all of these extra details in the
Surah but we can easily derive it from the context. Such is the ocean of meaning that is in this
Book, do you not see now how it could only be from your Creator?
 
The women respond to the question of the king by first saying “Allah forbid!”. Now they have
been caught. Now they have been discovered. So they are asking Allah (swt) to forbid the reality
that they find themselves in. They are asking Allah (swt) to remove them from the reality that they
are in. Of course they know that this request will never be granted but they say it anyway because
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are in. Of course they know that this request will never be granted but they say it anyway because
this was how desperate their situation was. They know that there is no way for them to answer
the king’s question. They know that they had no justifiable reason for doing what they did. They
only did what they did because of their arrogance and their lusts. They saw themselves to be
better than Yusuf (as). They were Egyptians and he was a foreigner. They were noblewomen and
he was a slave. So they thought that he (as) must yield to them and do their bidding. They also
could not control their lusts and their desires for him (as). They were drowning in their desire for him
(as). This was what made them do what they did. Of course they knew that the king would never
accept such an excuse. So all that they could say was “Allah forbid!”. They want Allah (swt) to
forbid them from being in that situation. Of course this did not happen. This was the bed that they
made for themselves. Now they had to face the consequences of theiractions.
 
These noblewomen then say “We did not from him any evil”. At this point they knew that Yusuf
(as) had earned the favor of the king. The king was very impressed with Yusuf (as) because he (as)
had been able to interpret the dream when no one else could. The king was also impressed with
Yusuf (as) because he (as) had chose to remain in prison until justice was done. No one except the
most honored and noble of people would do this. So these women knew that they could no longer
say anything negative about Yusuf (as). The king would not hear it. Nothing at this point could
make the king think negatively about Yusuf (as). So these women realized that all that they could
do now was to speak the truth. There was nothing else left to say but the truth. So they finally
admit that they knew from Yusuf (as) no evil. Not only do they say that he (as) had done no evil
but they even say that they know from him (as) no evil. Thus they are admitting that he (as) had
done no evil to them nor to anyone else. They are admitting that they had never seen or heard
from him (as) the slightest of evil.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “The wife of the Aziz said “Now the Truth has
come out. I did seek to seduce him against his will but he was of the truthful””. Finally
the wife of the Aziz speaks. Notice that up until this point in this part of the Surah there was
nodirect mention of her. This was because Yusuf (as) did not mention her explicitly. Even though
she was the one who had started this whole affair. Even though she was the one who had been
charged with taking care of Yusuf (as). Even though she was the one who was the most vehement
and the most vocal in insisting that Yusuf (as) be placed in prison. Despite all of this Yusuf (as) still
does not speak of her by name. He (as) only asked the king to enquire about the women but he
(as) did not mention her name explicitly. This was only because his intention was clearing his name
and not on extracting vengeance from these women. He (as) did not have any hatred in his heart
for these women and for what they did to him (as). He (as) did not even have any hatred for the
wife of the Aziz despite all that she had done to him (as). This was because his heart was attached
to his Lord. All that Yusuf (as) cared about was Allah (swt) and pleasing Him (swt). Nothing else in
this world mattered for him (as). This is why he (as) does not even mention the name of this
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this world mattered for him (as). This is why he (as) does not even mention the name of this
woman who had done him (as) such injustice. The wife of the Aziz finally says “Now the Truth
has come out”. The language of the ayah gives the meaning that this is a truth which she had
been suppressing and hiding for a long time now. This truth was her secret and she had been trying
her best to keep it concealed. But it was eating away from inside of her. And now she finally has to
let it out. She had now reached a point where she could no longer keep it bottled up inside of her.
This truth has finally come out. But what truth is this? Is it the fact that she tried to seduce Yusuf
(as) against his will? Was this the secret that she was trying all of this time to keep hidden within
her? No this was not her secret. Remember how she herself had admitted this fact to the women
who she had invited to her house. Even her husband knew about this fact. So what was the
secret? What was the truth that had come out now? What was it that she could not keep hidden
within herself? It was when she said of Yusuf (as) that “he was of the truthful”. Yusuf (as) was
the truthful. That was the truth that she could no longer keep hidden. All of this time she had
spoken nothing but evil about Yusuf (as). Now the truth had come out.
 
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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