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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:47] He said “You shall sow for seven years, dh’aban, then leave what you reap in its ear,
except a little of which you eat”.
 
[12:48] “Then will come after that seven hard (years) that will eat what you had stored for them,
except a little which you will have preserved”.
 
[12:49] “Then after that will come a year, in which the people will have abundant rain, and in which
they will press”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[47] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Yusuf (as) to the request that the
man had made of him (as). Recall from the previous ayah how this man had requested Yusuf (as) to
tell him the interpretation of a dream. The man did not tell Yusuf (as) that this was the dream of
the king. He wanted to take the interpretation of the dream to the king himself and take credit for
it. Now look at the response of Yusuf (as).
 
Yusuf (as) tells him the interpretation of the dream as he had asked. He (as) does not ask why he
had forgotten to mention him (as) to the king as he (as) had once requested so many years ago.
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had forgotten to mention him (as) to the king as he (as) had once requested so many years ago.
He (as) does not censure him for his forgetting. He (as) does not lament or complain of the
suffering that he (as) had to endure in prison because this man forgot. He (as) does not even put
the interpretation of the dream conditional upon him telling the king now. For most of us the best
that we would do is forgive the man but then we would tell him that we would only give him the
interpretation of the dream if he first told the king about our situation. But Yusuf (as) did not even
do this. Rather he (as) immediately told the man the meaning of the dream as he had requested.
 
Yusuf (as) interprets the first part of the dream by saying “You shall sow for seven years,
dh’aban”. The seven fat cows and the seven green ears of corn represent seven years of
prosperity and growth in the land. During these years there will be plenty of food and wealth for
the people. Not only does Yusuf (as) tell him this fact but he (as) even tells him what should be
done during this period. You would think that the years of prosperity would be a time of relaxation
and enjoyment. No rather Yusuf (as) tells him that the people need work hard during this time.
They need to sow the land and collect the grain for these years. He (as) describes the way in which
they must work as dh’aban. This word means consecutively and it also means diligently.
 
So for seven straight years the people of Egypt must work hard. They must sow the land and reap
the grain day in and day out. They must not let up. They must work diligently and consecutively.
Even though it is difficult they must still do it. Even though they will feel like relaxing and enjoying
themselves during the years of prosperity they must not. They must work hard and continue to
work hard. They must not allow themselves any rest. They have to keep on working. This is the
only way that they can save themselves and their land from the great famine that is about to befall
them.
 
Then Yusuf (as) says to them “then leave what you reap in its ear”. The people will be working
hard sowing the land. They will be taking more and more grain from grain the land. Now will they be
able to take this grain for themselves? Will they be able to feed themselves from it for all of their
hard work? No, Yusuf (as) says that what they reap should be left in the ear. They should store it
away and not eat it. By leaving it in the ear they can be sure that it will be preserved. Allah (swt)
has placed a natural preservative in the ear of the grain. It can be stored away for years without
spoiling. So Yusuf (as) advices this man that his people should store away all that they sow.
In the final part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said “except a little ofwhich you
eat”. Now of course they need food to survive. So Yusuf (as) tells them that they can eat a little
of this grain. A small portion of this they can have in order to sustain themselves. Thus we see
that the vast majority of the grain will be stored away. Only the bare minimum that is required to
sustain the people will need to be eaten. In other words they should eat only as much as is needed
to sustain themselves but no more.
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One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the noble character of Yusuf (as). How much
was he (as) willing to forgive those who had done wrong to him (as)? Remember that it was not
only the cup-bearer who had wronged Yusuf (as), but in fact the entire Egyptian society had
wronged him (as) in one way or another. Their traders had taken him (as) away from his homeland
as a slave when they knew that he (as) was born free. Their women had tried to seduce him (as)
against his will and threatened him (as) with torture and prison if he (as) did not comply with their
demands. Their nobles had imprisoned him (as) for no justifiable reason  whatsoever. They had left
him (as) to suffer in prison for years only because of their pride and their desires. So everyone in
Egypt had done wrong to Yusuf (as) in one way or another. Yet despite all of this wrong that these
people had done to him (as), he (as) still forgives them. Not only does he (as) forgive them but he
(as) also tells them how they can save themselves from the great famine. He (as) tells them
exactly what they need to do. Such is the heart that has attached itself to Allah (swt). Such is the
heart that does not care about its self but rather only cares for its Creator and pleasing Him (swt).
May Allah (swt) grant us a heart like that!
 
The reason why Yusuf (as) forgave these people is because of Allah (swt), because of the dawah to
Him (swt). Yusuf (as) knows that Allah (swt) would be pleased with him (as) forgiving these people.
Such would be what is best for the dawah. Such would be what is best for calling them to this
Message. If any among the Egyptians had any good in them then they would notice this act of
nobility and charity on the part of Yusuf (as). They would realize how righteous of a person he (as)
was in that he (as) was willing to pardon and forgive over and over again. As we mentioned he (as)
had feelings just like any other person. He (as) also could have been angry at them for what they
did to him (as). They know this fact. They can see that he (as) is only a human. But for him (as) to
forgive them despite all that they had done to him (as), now that would be something special. They
would see how special he (as) was. They would see that this was only possible for someone who
had attached themselves to Allah (swt). Someone who lived only for Allah (swt). This then might
bring some of them closer to his dawah. So we see from this ayah that Yusuf (as) forgave these
people for the sake of Allah (swt). If we want Allah (swt) to be pleased with us then we must learn
to do the same. Strive then to the best of your ability to pardon those who do wrong to you. Know
that your Lord will be well pleased with your effort. Another lesson that we can take from this ayah
is that we sometimes need to save up the fruits of our labor. We all work hard in the life of this
world. This world is such that most people have to work hard for the money that they earn. Most of
the wealth is concentrated in the hands of a few and everyone else has to struggle to get what is
left over. So if you want to earn an honest living then you have to work hard. But sometimes you
should learn to save what you earn. Do not spend the money that you earn but rather save it.
Spend only as much as you really need and save the rest. Look at your budget and ask yourself
what it is that you truly and really need. What is it that you cannot do without. Then spend your
money on only those things. You can save a lot more than you believe if only you would learn to
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money on only those things. You can save a lot more than you believe if only you would learn to
have a little patience and if only you would learn to do without. The scholars of tafsir say that the
people of Egypt during this time would eat only one meal per day. They learned to do without three
meals per day. Can you do the same?
 
Can you give up whatever it is that you are wasting your money on that you do not need? Every
true and sincere believer should realize that the dawah is in need of his money. The effort to call
the people to Allah (swt) is a huge effort and it needs to be supported financially. So support this
dawah with your wealth in the best way that you can. After you have fulfilled your responsibility to
your family and given your Zakat then you should know that this dawah has theright to your
wealth. You can give your money to Islamic schools, to masajid, to the people and organizations
who are involved in the dawah, and to the students of knowledge who are learning this Din. You can
even set aside some money for yourself if you believe that you yourself are able to help this
dawah. Imagine if you can save up enough for yourself that Insha Allah you can dedicate your full
time to the dawah without having to work. Imagine how wonderful that would be. Realize that we
are not in this world to enjoy ourselves. We as an Ummah have a mission on this earth. We exist to
call the people to Allah (swt). This is what we should look to do with our lives. So we can take an
important lesson from this ayah and realize that we need to save our money. We should not waste
our money on trivialities and frivolities. We should only spend our money on what we and our family
truly need. On the basic necessities and not more than that. We should leave the rest for Allah
(swt) and His (swt)’s cause on this earth. That would be what is most pleasing to Allah (swt). That
was the way of the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah. They gave everything that they had for the
sake of this dawah. They knew what was their purpose in life. May Allah (swt) help this Ummah to
realize once again! Only there does our salvation lie!
 
[48] In this ayah Yusuf (as) continues to interpret the king’s dream. In the previous ayah we saw
that this dream was in fact a harbinger of a great famine that would befall Egypt. However not only
did the dream contain the prediction of the famine but it also contained within it how the land could
be saved from that famine. Yusuf (as) was the one who extracted all of this from such a strange
dream. Of course he (as) was only able to do it because of the knowledge that had been given to
him (as) by his Lord. In this ayah Yusuf (as) continues to interpret the dream. Yusuf (as) says
“Then will come after that seven hard (years) that will eat what you had stored for
them”. So first there were seven years of prosperity which were represented by the seven fat
cows and the seven green ears of corn. Now Yusuf (as) says that there will come to them after the
period of prosperity seven hard years. These seven difficult years are what were represented by
the seven lean and weak cows, and the seven withered ears of corn. These will be seven difficult
years because in this time the land will not yield any grain. So there will be no food for the people or
the animals. The only food that the people will have are the grains that they had stored from the
seven prosperous years. From this store of grain they will take a little bit each day to support
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seven prosperous years. From this store of grain they will take a little bit each day to support
themselves and their animals. This is how they will get through the seven hard years. By eating
from what they had saved during the years of prosperity. Thus the seven lean and weak cows are
eating the seven fat cows.
 
Then Yusuf (as) says “except a little which you will have preserved”. Here Yusuf (as) tells
them that the famine will not deplete their entire store. The seven hard years will consume what
they had saved but not all of it. There will still be a little remaining. What is the wisdom of Yusuf
(as) mentioning this fact? Why did Yusuf (as) need to mention that there will still be a little grain left
over? It is so that the people do not lose hope. During the famine the people will see their store of
grain becoming smaller and smaller with each passing day. Now during this time some people may
fear that the store of grain would finish before the famine ends. Yusuf (as) ensures them in this
ayah that such will not happen. There will still be a little left over. They will survive the famine with
grains left over. This news will prevent the people from becoming apprehensive and scared during
the famine. In the end they know that they will be all right. It will be difficult but in the end they
know that they will make it. See here how merciful is Yusuf (as) with these people. He (as) not only
tells them everything that they should expect and everything that they should do, but he (as) also
consoles them and tells them what will prevent them from becoming afraid and apprehensive. How
merciful was this noble prophet?
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how bad news should be given to people. Here
Yusuf (as) was giving to the people of Egypt the prediction that a great famine would befall their
land. But look at how he (as) conveys this news to them. Even the way in which he (as) conveys
this news to them he (as) shows mercy and compassion. On the one hand he (as) is honest with
them. He (as) tells them of the difficulties that they are going to have to face. He (as) tells them
of the seven difficult years that will come upon them. From this they know that these will be years
of suffering and deprivation. But at the same time Yusuf (as) also gives them hope. He (as) lets
them know that they will grain at this time. He (as) also lets them know that their grain stores will
not be depleted. In other words they will have enough food to make it through the famine. So this
is how we should deal with people as well. We have to honest and truthful with them. We cannot
hide the truth from them even if the truth may be difficult for them to hear. At the same time we
must also tell them something that will give them hope. We must tell them something that will lift
their spirits. As Allah (swt) has told us in other ayahs of the Quran that with every difficulty comes
ease. This means that in the life of this world there is a relief for every hardship. Allah (swt) may
give us some hardship or trial but at the same time He (swt) will also give us some ease or relief.
Just look at your life now. You are probably going through several trials but at the same time you
also have much in your life that you can be thankful for. Such is the nature of life. People need to
be reminded of this fact, and this is what Yusuf (as) does in this ayah. May Allah (swt) allow us to
follow in the example of this noble prophet!
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follow in the example of this noble prophet!
 
[49] This ayah is the final part of the interpretation that Yusuf (as) makes of the king’s dream. We
saw in the previous ayah that the king’s dream was in fact a prediction of a great famine that
would befall Egypt. But not only did this dream contain the prediction of the famine but it also
contained the solution of how Egypt could be saved from it. Yusuf (as) had told all of this to the
man when he visited him (as). Now in this ayah Yusuf (as) tells him one more piece of news. This
news is not actually part of the dream but Yusuf (as) tells it to the man nonetheless. This further
goes to show us how Yusuf (as) indeed gave these people much more than they had asked for. This
further goes to show the mercy and compassion that he (as) had for them. This further goes to
show how much he (as) was striving in order to guide them to Allah (swt). In this ayah Yusuf (as)
describes the year that will come after the seven years of hardship. He (as) describes it as a year
in which the people will have an abundant rain. This means that the people will be relieved from their
difficultly. The rains will bring the crops to the land once again. Then there will be plenty of food for
everyone. They will no longer have to ration their food. They will no longer have to eat only one
meal per day. They can eat all that they want. They can have festivities and celebrations. In every
way they will have relief from their suffering during those seven years of hardship.
 
Yusuf (as) also describes this as a year “in which they will press”. What exactly they will press
has not been specified so we can assume the most general meaning. Usually when many foods are
prepared they need to be pressed. For example fruits are pressed so that the juices can be
extracted from them. So the general meaning that we can take from this part of the ayah is not to
delve on what exactly they will press but to see that this will be a time of prosperity for them in
which they will press all kinds of foods and fruits.
 
Notice that this year of prosperity is not directly mentioned in the kings dream. There is nothing in
the dream that speaks of this year of prosperity. The seven fats cows were the sevens years of
prosperity that would come first and the seven lean cows were the seven years of hardship that
would come next. But there is nothing in the dream that represents this year of prosperity that
would follow the seven hard years. Why then did Yusuf (as) mention this year? The news of this
year is not part of the interpretation of the dream, so why does Yusuf (as) mention it? Once again
it is to show the mercy and compassion that Yusuf (as) had for these people. Remind yourself at
this point that these people were not Muslims. They were not Muslims and still Yusuf (as) had such
compassion for them. Even though they had done him (as) so much wrong he (as) had such
compassion for them. He (as) wanted them to know that there will be a year of relief after the
seven difficult years. He (as) wanted to save them from anxiety and distress, from worry and
apprehension. Such was the character of this noble prophet and the compassion that he (as) had
for the people. Such was the amount that he (as) was willing to sacrifice for the dawah. Insha Allah
this is what we need to do as well. Now does this mean that we should such mercy and compassion
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this is what we need to do as well. Now does this mean that we should such mercy and compassion
for every single person on this planet? Should we even love them as we love our Muslim brothers
and sisters? For the first question we should have mercy and compassion for all people as long as
we are certain that they have not openly rejected this Message. All non-Muslims can be divided into
two groups. Those who have received the Message and have turned away from it, and those who
have not received the Message yet. The first of these groups is not deserving of mercy from us
because they have chosen to turn away from Allah (swt). How then can we have any compassion
for such wicked people? On the contrary they are the people who are deserving of our anger and
they are the ones who deserved to be fought against. But the second of these groups do deserve
our mercy and compassion. We cannot say for sure that they are evil because they have never
been correctly presented with the Message. The reason why they are so heedless of Allah (swt) is
because they have not been reminded about Him (swt) and in the meantime this world is always
presenting itself to them. Thus they are lost in the life of this world and in their fruitless quests for
the material pleasures therein. So how can we hate them? On the contrary we should love them  as
our brethren in humanity and we should wish for them to be guided to the Truth of this Message.
Now of course we can never love them as much as we love our Muslim brothers and sisters, but we
should still love them as our brethren in humanity. The brotherhood in Islam is the greatest of
brotherhoods and there is nothing that can compare to this brotherhood. This bond is even thicker
than blood. However for the reminder of humanity we should still love them and we should want the
best for them just like Yusuf (as) did. Not only should we love them and wish the best for them but
we also have to behave with them in the best way possible. We should remember that even our
behavior with them is part of our dawah to them. Perhaps our kindness to them will help to guide
them back to Allah (swt). Perhaps one act of kindness and mercy on our part will make them think
about their Creator. Such was the thinking of Yusuf (as). This was why he (as) had such mercy and
compassion for these people even though they had done such
wrong to him (as).
 
Now in our opinion, and Allah (swt) Knows best, the vast majority of people in the world today fall
into the second of these groups. They may have heard about Islam but they have never been
correctly been presented with the Message. This is because the vehicle for dawah which is the
Islamic State is missing from the world today. Thus the people never receive this Message correctly.
All that they know about it is the propaganda and the lies that the enemies of this Message have
fed to them. So until the State is restored and the true dawah is resumed we have to behave with
the people in the best of ways. We have to be merciful and kind to them even if they do wrong to
us. We have to always be fair in our dealings with them. We have to always speak to them in the
best of ways. Most of all we have to go out of way to help them and do what is best for them.
Such was the way of Yusuf (as). Such is the shining example that Allah (swt) has given us to follow
if we want to walk on the path that leads to His (swt)’s Pleasure. Remember that Allah (swt) is all
that matters in your life. Not yourself and not these people. So do all that you can to please Him
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that matters in your life. Not yourself and not these people. So do all that you can to please Him
(swt) and pray that He (swt) accepts it from you!
 
 
TELEGU Translation  | Dr. Abdur-Raheem bin Muhammad Moulana [New]
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