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Yoosufu ayyuha alssiddeequaftina fee sabAAi baqaratin simaninya/kuluhunna sabAAun AAijafun wasabAAi

sunbulatinkhudrin waokhara yabisatin laAAallee arjiAAuila alnnasi laAAallahum yaAAlamoona
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:46] “Yusuf, o truthful one, give us the interpretation of seven fat cows being eaten by seven
lean ones and seven green ears of corn and others dry in order that I may return to the people and
that they may know”.
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ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how this man returned to Yusuf (as). Now after all this time he
finally remembered Yusuf (as). He remembered this noble prophet who had been his companion in
prison. The one who had been so kind and respectful to him. The one who had predicted how he
would find for himself a noble position with the king. The one to whom he had made a promise that
he had failed to fulfill. Now after all this time he remembered and he goes back to Yusuf (as). He
does not go back to Yusuf (as) to fulfill his duty to him (as) but he only goes back because of a
need that he himself had. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what happened when this man came back
t o Yusuf (as). Look here at the behavior of this noble prophet, even to the people who had
betrayed him (as).
 
Allah (swt) begins by telling us how this man said “Yusuf, o truthful one”. Before he tells Yusuf
(as) about the dream he addresses him (as) as the “truthful one”. There are several reasons for
this. Firstly because this is how he had known Yusuf (as). He had known Yusuf (as) to always be
truthful. In all of the time that he had known Yusuf (as) in the prison he had never known Yusuf
(as) to speak a lie or even to withhold the truth. He had never tasted from this noble prophet
anything but the truth. So he acknowledges this excellent character trait of Yusuf (as) by
addressing him (as) as “the truthful one”. The one from whom he had always known the truth. The
one from whom he had known nothing but good. Yusuf (as) lived only to please Allah (swt) so that
is why all that he (as) spoke was the truth. Every word that Yusuf (as) spoke was only to please his
Lord so every word that he (as) spoke was the truth.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that truthfulness and honesty is a
characteristic of the believer that is beloved to Allah (swt). From this we can see that we must
always try to be honest and truthful. When you live only to please Allah (swt) then do you not want
even the words that you speak to only be those that He (swt) is pleased with? How can you expect
Allah (swt) to be pleased with you if you speak falsehood and lies? The Prophet (saw) has told us
that the one part of the human body that takes the most people to the Fire is not the hand or the
private parts but rather it is the tongue. More people are thrown into the Fire because of what
their tongues reap than for any other limb or organ in their body. Should this not then be enough of
an incentive for you to always speak the truth? To always speak that which is pleasing to your
Lord?
 
Now there is a certain group who claims to be part of the Muslim Ummah but they permit their
members to speak falsehood freely and they even encourage it. They claim that lying and falsehood
is an integral part of the Din. So in essence they are claiming that Allah (swt) is pleased with us
when we lie. How can this be so? How can Allah (swt) be pleased with those who speak falsehood?
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when we lie. How can this be so? How can Allah (swt) be pleased with those who speak falsehood?
Right here in this ayah Allah (swt) is describing His (swt)’s prophet as the “truthful one”. Were not
the prophets sent to be role models for all mankind? So how can Allah (swt) be pleased with those
who speak falsehood? Thus we can see that the members of this group are clear deviants. How can
any people who encourage lying and falsehood be considered sincere and true believers?
 
Another reason for this man addressing Yusuf (as) as “the truthful one” is that he hopes that Yusuf
(as) will be truthful with him now when he (as) tells him the interpretation of this dream. This man is
hoping that Yusuf (as) will give him an honest interpretation of the dream. On the other hand Yusuf
(as) has no reason to be honest with this man at this point. This man who had betrayed him (as).
This man on whose account Yusuf (as) had to suffer in prison for years. This man who had failed to
do a simple request that Yusuf (as) had asked him of. So why should Yusuf (as) be honest with this
man now? Why should Yusuf (as) even tell him the meaning of the dream now? Furthermore even if
Yusuf (as) were to tell him the meaning why should he (as) be truthful in what he (as) says? If
Yusuf (as) were to lie and give this man a false interpretation how would he ever know? This man
has no access to the unseen realm to know which is and which is not a correct interpretation of the
dream. If Yusuf (as) were to give the wrong interpretation then he would lose his good position with
the king. This is why he needs Yusuf (as) to truthful when he (as) tells him the meaning of this
dream. This is yet another reason why he addresses Yusuf (as) as “the truthful one”. He knows
that the truthful one would lie.
 
In addition to meaning “the truthful one” another meaning of this word is “close friend”. It means
the kind of friend with whom you can share all of your close secrets with. So in addition to
reminding Yusuf (as) of how truthful he (as) is this man also reminds him (as) how he is his close
friend. He realized now the mistake that he had made in forgetting Yusuf (as). So a part of him
expects that Yusuf (as) might not give him the interpretation of the dream now. This is why he
reminds Yusuf (as) about how they were once close friends. Allah (swt) Knows best if they were
truly close friends or not but this is how this man wants Yusuf (as) to remember him. He wants
Yusuf (as) to remember him as his close and true companion. Then perhaps Yusuf (as) will still give
him the meaning of the dream even though this man had betrayed him (as). See here the meaning
that Allah (swt) has placed only in this word and how much relevance it has in the story. Then the
man relates the dream of the king exactly as he had heard it. He does not tell Yusuf (as) that this
is the dream of the king but he does tell it exactly as he had heard it. Notice in the ayah how every
word in his description of the dream matches what the king had spoken in the previous ayah. The
reason why he does this is because he knows that every word in the dream is important to
understanding its meaning. Every detail could have relevance. For example the fact that the ears
of corn were green is important, as is the fact that the seven fat cows were seen before the seven
lean ones. All of this has a relevance in understanding the meaning of the dream. This man realizes
this fact and that is why he relates this dream to Yusuf (as) exactly as he had heard it.
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this fact and that is why he relates this dream to Yusuf (as) exactly as he had heard it.
 
In the final part of this ayah the man says to Yusuf (as) that the reason why he needs the
interpretation of this dream is so that he may return to the people in order that they may know. So
he is saying that he has been sent on behalf of the people, he does not say that he has been sent
on behalf of the king. He is telling Yusuf (as) that the people need to know the interpretation of 
this dream. Here also we see his cunning and his deceptiveness. He wants to keep his position with
the king. So he does not want Yusuf (as) to take the credit for this interpretation. He wants the
king to believe that this interpretation was somehow from him. This way he would be the one who
was able to tell the king the meaning of the dream even when all of the ministers and nobles were
not able. Then he would be brought even closer to the king and be given even more gifts and
comforts. This is why in the previous ayah he said that he would inform the king of the
interpretation, and this is why here he does not tell Yusuf (as) that this dream is from the king. He
wants all the good for himself and not for others. Such is the heart that has forgotten Allah (swt).
May Allah (swt) save us from ever having a heart like that!
 
Yusuf (as) had carried dawah to this man and had told him about Allah (swt), but as we see from
these ayahs he did not respond to the dawah. This is because he was one whose heart was
completely controlled by the devil. He only thought about himself. He saw himself as the most
important person in the world. Everything that he does must have a benefit in it for him. This was
why even though he was reminded about Allah (swt), this dawah still did not have any effect on
him. He thought that if he worshipped and served Allah (swt) as he had been created to do then he
could live the life that he wanted. That was why he turned away from his Lord. That was why he
forgot about Yusuf (as) in the prison. That was why he only went to Yusuf (as) when he saw a
benefit for himself. That was why he wanted to take the credit for the interpretation for himself. So
this should remind us that there are people like this in this world. People who are so selfish, people
whose hearts are devoid of any good. When we bear this fact in mind we should realize that not
everyone will respond to our dawah. Look at this man, he had dawah carried to him by a prophet,
but still look at how arrogant and selfish he was. This should remind us that the guidance of hearts
is only with Allah (swt). There are some people who no matter how hard we try to carry dawah to
them they will not reform. So we should not become sad because of such people. We should leave
their case to Allah (swt) and know that He (swt) is the Best of Judges.
!
 
TELEGU Translation  | Dr. Abdur-Raheem bin Muhammad Moulana [New]
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