
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

 
Waqala almaliku innee arasabAAa baqaratin simanin ya/kuluhunna sabAAun AAijafunwasabAAa sunbulatin

khudrin waokhara yabisatinya ayyuha almalao aftoonee fee ru/yaya inkuntum lilrru/ya taAAburoona
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[12:43] And the king said “Surely I saw seven fat cows which were being eaten by seven lean
ones and seven green ears of corn and others dry. O you nobles give me the interpretation of this
vision if you are able to interpret visions”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

With this ayah Allah (swt) begins a new chapter in the story of Yusuf (as). All of this time Yusuf
(as) had to suffer through many trials and hardships. For many years now he (as) had to face the
hardships of prison. Before that he (as) had to face the temptations from the wife of the Aziz and
the women in the city. Before that he (as) had to bear the jealousy and hatred of his brothers and
all that they did to him (as). So life for Yusuf (as) so far had only been one trial after another. Only
for a brief period did he (as) find some comfort in the house of the Aziz but even that was brought
to an end with the seductions of that woman. Now however the fortunes were going to change for
Yusuf (as). Many scholars have told us about the nature of the life of this world. It is nothing but
being patient through the difficult moments and being thankful for the pleasant moments.
Sometimes the sorrows and the joys may come at once so you need to be patient and thankful at
the same time. For Yusuf (as) however Allah (swt) had given him (as) many days of sorrow. Now in
this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how that was going to change. Now the darkness was over and the
dawn was about to begin. This dawn begins with a dream that the king of Egypt had.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us about a dream that the king had. Notice how the king
never claims this to be a dream, but rather he says that this is what he “saw”. He describes as
something that he had seen instead of describing it to be a dream. No of course we know that this
was a dream. In real life no one sees lean cows eating fat cows. But the king knew that there was
a meaning behind this dream that he had. As we mentioned before there are three kinds of dreams
that a person can have. A dream that has a true vision, a nightmare from the devil, or a
meaningless dream. The king was certain that what he had was the first of these. He was certain
that this dream was a true vision. A prediction of an even that was going to occur in the future.
 
This is why he does not describe what he saw as a dream but rather he says that this was what he
“saw”.
Look indeed at what a strange dream this was. First the king saw seven fat cows, and then he saw
that these fat cows were being eaten by seven lean and weak cows. As we will find out later in the
Surah this image represents seven years of prosperity being followed by seven years of hardship
that will come to Egypt. The seven years of hardship will eat and consume all of the food and
resources that were stored up during the seven years of prosperity. Notice the accuracy that Allah
(swt) places in this vision that He (swt) gave the king. The king first sees the seven fats cows. This
is because the seven years of prosperity will come first. Then the king sees the seven lean cows
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is because the seven years of prosperity will come first. Then the king sees the seven lean cows
that will eat the fat cows.
 
Also notice the significance of the cow of all animals. There is no animal from which mankind has
benefitted more from than the cow. The cow provides us with meat to eat, milk to drink, hide for
leather, it tills the land, and even its excrements are used to fertilize the land. Throughout human
history mankind has derived several benefits from the cow. This is probably why Allah (swt) chooses
this animal of all animals to symbolize the sustenance and provisions that He (swt) gives to man.
The fats cows symbolize the years in which Allah (swt) will give a lot and the lean cows symbolize
the years in which He (swt) will give a little. In addition to cows the king also sees seven green ears
of corn and seven others that have been withered. Once again notice that the order in which the
king sees these matches the order in which these events will happen. First there are years of
prosperity in which all of the crops will be green and then there will be seven years of hardship
when all of the crops will be withered. The green crops symbolize vegetation, growth and life and
the withered crops symbolize drought, famine and deprivation. This is the dream that this king saw.
On the surface this dream may seem very strange. But we see that there is a deep meaning to it
and there is much wisdom in it as well.
 
One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see that Allah (swt) sometimes does
favor the non-Muslims as well. This shows us that Allah (swt) does not hate all non-Muslims. This
king was not a Muslim and he did not even rule his land by the Law of Allah (swt). So some would
think that he was among the most despised of creatures to Allah (swt). But it could be that he was
just ignorant of this Message. It could very well be that he was brought up to believe that he was
somehow deserving of the sovereignty. So it could very well be that he was a good person but he
was among the ignorant. His parents and everyone he knew taught him that he should rule so he
never came to the realization that sovereignty should only be for Allah (swt). This is why Allah (swt)
did not hate him and this is why He (swt) gave him this dream through which his kingdom and his
people could be saved. From this we learn that we should never assume that all non-Muslims are
evil, not even those who take the sovereignty to rule for themselves. There are good people from
among the non-Muslims, even from among those who claim to be kings. So we should not hate
them, rather we should pray to Allah (swt) for their guidance and we must carry this Message to
them to the best of our ability. After the king describes the dream he then asks the nobles of his
kingdom to interpret the dream for him. The king says “O you nobles give me the
interpretation of this vision if you are able to interpret visions”. Notice once again how
the king refers to what he saw as a vision.
 
Even though these images were so strange and bizarre, he was certain that this was indeed a true
vision. He was certain that what he saw would indeed occur. That is why he asks the nobles, the
men of power and knowledge in his kingdom, to interpret this dream for him. He thought that if
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men of power and knowledge in his kingdom, to interpret this dream for him. He thought that if
anyone was able to interpret this dream then it would be these men. This is why he ends his
command by saying “if you are able to interpret visions ”. This means that if you are skilled in
interpreting true dreams or visions, if you have that ability, then you would be able to interpret this
vision for me. Thus he puts an ultimatum on them. He tells them that if they are at all skilled at
interpreting visions then they would interpret this dream for them.
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