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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:42] And he said to the one whom he was certain would be freed from them both “Mention me
in the presence of your lord”, but Shaitan caused him to forget mentioning him to his lord, so he
remained in the prison for some years.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

This ayah is the last ayah in the episode with Yusuf (as) in the prison. After this ayah Allah (swt) will
begin a new chapter in this story. Here Allah (swt) tells us what were the last words of Yusuf (as)
to these two prisoners before they left him (as). In all of this time Yusuf (as) had been serving
them. He (as) had been looking out for their interests. First he (as) had carried them dawah, calling
them to their Lord. Reminding them of the purpose of their existence. Trying to make them adopt
this way of life that will bring them peace and tranquility in this life and salvation and joy in the next
life. Then Yusuf (as) interpreted their dreams as they had asked him to. He (as) told them exactly
what would happen to each of them. Now finally after looking after their needs and satisfying their
requests, in this ayah Yusuf (as) finally asks for something for himself. Look at the nobility of this
prophet. Even though he had been through so much oppression and injustice at the hands of the
Egyptian people. Even though these two young men had done nothing for him (as) whatsoever. He
(as) still cares for them. He (as) still thinks of them before he (as) thinks of himself. Only here in
the very end does he (as) ask for something for himself. Can we inculcate in ourselves such
humility? Can we inculcate in ourselves such care for he rest of humanity? Can we be so selfless
that all that we care about is serving Allah (swt) and pleasing Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) give us the
enabling grace!
 
In the first part of this ayah Allah (swt) says “And he said to the one whom he was  certain
would be freed from them both “Mention me in the presence of your lord””. So Yusuf
(as) asks of the prisoner whom he knew would be freed to mention him (as) to his lord. As we
mentioned in the previous ayah, the word “lord” here refers to the King of Egypt. Yusuf (as) knew
that this prisoner would be freed and that he would be close to the king. He (as) was certain of this
fact because of the revelation that he (as) had received from Allah (swt) telling him of the fate of
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fact because of the revelation that he (as) had received from Allah (swt) telling him of the fate of
this man. So Yusuf (as) tells this prisoner to mention him (as) to the king. Yusuf (as) wants the king
to know of the injustice that we done to him (as). He (as) wants the king to know that he (as) was
an innocent man who was imprisoned for no reason. Without a doubt the men who had put Yusuf
(as) in prison were very powerful. They were the nobles and the high-class of Egypt. But if there
was one person in the land who had more power than them, if there was one person who was able
to undo the wrong that they had done, then this would have been the king. This is why Yusuf (as)
tells this young man to mention him (as) to the king. Yusuf (as) knows that this man would become
very close to the king. He would have the king’s ear. So Yusuf (as) hopes that he would tell the king
of all of the injustice that had happened to him (as). From this we can once again take the lesson
that we need to speak up when injustice is done to us. Here Yusuf (as) saw a chance for him (as)
to be redeemed and that was why he (as) spoke in the hope that justice would be done. This is how
we need to be as well. We should not keep silent when others do wrong against us and when they
oppress us for no reason. Of course we should always make ourselves content with the knowledge
that Allah (swt) will deal with all of those who injustice. But at the same time we should not keep
silent when our rights are abused. We should demand that justice be done. Allah (swt) gave us a
tongue and two lips for a reason, He (swt) gave us an intellect and comprehension for a reason. So
we should not keep silent when we are abused and oppressed. When the opportunity presents
itself then we need to speak so that justice is done.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “but Shaitan caused him to forget mentioning
him to his lord”. Yusuf (as) told this young man to mention him to the king. This young man would
become very close to the king. This young man would have the ear of the king. So it would have
been very easy for this man to mention the plight of Yusuf (as) to the king. How dire was the need
t o mention this to the king? How much was Yusuf (as) suffering in prison when he (as) was an
innocent man? All that this man had to do was simply speak to the king and tell him about the
situation of Yusuf (as). But did he do it? Did he fulfill this simple request? As Allah (swt) tells us he
did not. Shaitan caused him to forget.
 
One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how Shaitan will make us forget
our obligations and responsibilities. We are on this earth for a great purpose. So we all have several
duties and responsibilities here. First of all we have our duty to Allah (swt) to worship and serve Him
(swt). Then we have an obligation to our family to support them and be merciful towards them.
Then we have several contracts and trusts that we need to fulfill to our business partners, our
employers and our teachers. If we fail to fulfill any of these obligations then it would be a sin on our
part. But Shaitan will make us to forget all of these trusts. One of the primary ways in which
Shaitan attacks us is that he makes us forget. On top of that we by our nature are prone to
forget. So on the one hand we are forgetful creatures and on the other hand Shaitan is working to
make us forget. See how important it was for this young man to mention Yusuf (as) to the king and
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make us forget. See how important it was for this young man to mention Yusuf (as) to the king and
see how easily he forgot. This shows us how vulnerable we all are to Shaitan. This is why we must
always be turning to Allah (swt) and asking Him (swt) to save us from this accursed devil. Only with
the help and support of Allah (swt) will we ever able to be safe from Shaitan. So we should always
be seeking refuge in Allah (swt) from this devil. At the same time we ourselves must be making a
conscious effort to remember all of our trusts and responsibilities. So remember the time for prayer,
know that this is a duty that you must perform.
 
Remember to be kind and merciful towards your family, know that this is a right that they have over
you. Remember all of the promises that you have made and try your best to fulfill them. Realize
that this is all a part of your worship and servitude of Allah (swt) and an action for which you can
hope for a great reward from Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to fulfill all of our
responsibilities and keep all of our promises! May Allah (swt) save us from Shaitan and from
forgetfulness! What was the consequence of this man forgetting to mention Yusuf (as) to the king?
Allah (swt) tells us in the final part of the ayah “so he remained in the prison for some
years”. Because this man had failed to fulfill this simple request that Yusuf (as) had made, he (as)
had to remain for more years. The scholars say that it was a time period of between three to ten
years.
 
Ten more years. Ten more years Yusuf (as) had to remain in prison because this man forgot. See
then how heedless man can be to his trusts and responsibilities. See then the dire consequences
that can come because of such forgetfulness. For ten more years Yusuf (as) had to suffer in prison
because this man forgot. How great then was the patience of this noble prophet? How great was
the injustice that was done to him (as) and still he (as) remained true to Allah (swt)? Can we find
within ourselves the same patience and the same strength to hold on to our Lord? Now some
scholars have interpreted this ayah differently to how we have interpreted here. These scholars
say that the one who “forgot” was not the prisoner but it was Yusuf (as). They say that Yusuf (as)
forgot to remember Allah (swt) and that was why he (as) remained in jail for more years. This is
clearly a wrong opinion. How could it be that a prophet of Allah (swt) would forget to remember
Allah (swt)? Our entire existence on this earth is nothing but an effort to remember Allah (swt) and
to come closer to Him (swt) with everything that we do. Now the ones whom we look up to as role-
models, the ones who we seek to emulate, are the prophets and messengers. How then can a
prophet forget Allah (swt)? The prophet teaches us how to live for Allah (swt) so how then can he
forget Allah (swt)? Furthermore Allah (swt) tells us in the ayah that it was Shaitan who caused to
forget. How could it be that Shaitan has power over a prophet? Allah (swt) promised Shaitan that
he would have no power over His (swt)’s true and sincere servants, is not Yusuf (as) one of these
servants? How then could it be that Shaitan had so much power over Yusuf (as) that he made him
(as) forget Allah (swt)? This is just not possible. This is why we cannot accept this opinion which
says that Yusuf (as) forgot his Lord.
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says that Yusuf (as) forgot his Lord.
 
Now the reason why these scholars say that is was Yusuf (as) whom Shaitan made to forgot was
because they claim that it was not right for a prophet to request of the creation. They say that
Yusuf (as) made a mistake by asking of the king and that his trust and reliance should always have
been on Allah (swt). This reasoning is not correct. Just because Yusuf (as) asked of the king this
does not mean that Yusuf (as) did not have reliance on Allah (swt). Allah (swt) commands us to
always have our reliance on Him (swt). But at the same time He (swt) also commands us to use the
ways and means to accomplish our tasks. Yusuf (as) needed to get out of prison and he (as) knew
that the king was a possible means by which this could be accomplished. So it was not wrong for
him (as) to ask of that king. While he (as) asked of the king, he (as) always had his trust in Allah
(swt).
 
TELEGU Translation  | Dr. Abdur-Raheem bin Muhammad Moulana [New]
 
   

 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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