
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

 
 Ya sahibayi alssijniamma ahadukuma fayasqee rabbahu khamranwaamma al-akharu fayuslabu fata/kulu

alttayrumin ra/sihi qudiya al-amru allathee feehi tastaftiyani
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:41] Oh my two companions of the prison, as for one of you he will pour wine for his lord, and
as for the other he will be crucified so that the birds will eat from this head. The matter about which
you asked has been decreed.
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you asked has been decreed.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Yusuf (as) finally tells the two prisoners the interpretation of their dreams. Notice that
only at the very end does Yusuf (as) mention the interpretation of the dreams. For most of the
time, he (as) was speaking doing dawah, he (as) was calling them to Allah (swt). This shows once
again how the concern and the worry of Yusuf (as) was dawah. He (as) was among those who had
attached his heart to Allah (swt), so now he (as) wanted nothing more than to call others to Him
(swt) as well. That is why it was only at the very end, it was only after he (as) had called them to
Allah (swt) by reminding them of their Lord, that he (as) finally told them what they were asking
about.
 
Yusuf (as) begins by once again addressing them as “Oh my two companions of the prison”.
There are at least two lessons we can take from the fact that Yusuf (as) addresses them in this
way. First it is once again remind ourselves that we need to be friendly and courteous to all people,
be they Muslim or non-Muslim. We cannot have hatred for the people and we cannot look down
upon them and think that we are better than them. The vast majority of the people today, both
Muslims and non-Muslims are ignorant. They are unaware of this conflict between Truth and
falsehood, between the party of Allah (swt) and the party of Shaitan. So we cannot have hatred
towards them. Rather we should try our best to become close to them so that they may receive
the Message correctly and that they may be guided to their Lord. Another lesson that we take from
this part of the ayah is to notice how Yusuf (as) is changing the subject of the dialogue. Before
Yusuf (as) was speaking to them about dawah, now he (as) is going to tell the meaning of their
dreams. So before Yusuf (as) changes the subject he addresses them once again.
 
First Yusuf (as) says “as for one of you he will pour wine for his lord”. Thus we see that one
of the prisoners will give wine for the king to drink. The scholars agree that the word “lord” in this
ayah is referring to the king of Egypt at that time. Imam Qurtubi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah
that this used to be the job of this young man before he was sent to prison, and so he will return
to his job when he is released. He will return to the king and he will be the one who pours wine for
the king to drink. From this we can see that this man has a very favorable and bright future. Many
people sought to be the one would pour wine for the king because this was a job that made one
very close to the king. The person who did this job was a favorite of the king because like most
men this king enjoyed his wine and so he liked the one poured wine for him. Because of this the king
would give many special favors and privileges to the young man who would pour wine for him. Thus
we see a very favorable future for this young man. Now what about the other?
 
Yusuf (as) then says “and as for the other he will be crucified so that the birds will eat
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Yusuf (as) then says “and as for the other he will be crucified so that the birds will eat
from this head”. What could be a more horrible future than this? Not only is this young man going
to die very soon but he is going to die in a very gruesome and painful way. Crucifixion is one of the
most painful deaths known to man. The poor soul is nailed to the cross and made to bleed. Death
only comes after many days. You have to bleed slowly and painfully until death comes. Not only is
this man going to die but we also see that his body is going to be left on the cross. For many days
his body will be left on the cross until the vultures and other carrion-eating birds come and feast
from his head. So the man is going to be killed and shamed. He is going to bring shame and dishonor
for his family as all the people will be made to see his body rotting and decaying on the cross. What
a horrible fate then is what awaits this man?
 
Finally Yusuf (as) says to them “The matter about which you asked has been decreed”.
One of these two men will have the best of lives and the other will have the most painful of deaths,
such is what has been decreed for them. So Yusuf (as) tells these two men that such is the Decree
of Allah (swt) and there is nothing that they can do to change it. Allah (swt) decrees such for His
(swt)’s servants as He (swt) pleases. So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we
must always strive to please Allah (swt) in the hope that He (swt) will decree for us only that which
is good. Allah (swt) is beyond time so the past, present and the future areall the same to Him
(swt). So if we strive to do good today it may be that Allah (swt) will decree for us that which is
good tomorrow. Unlike these prisoners we do not know what Allah (swt) has decreed for us
tomorrow, so we can strive to do please Allah (swt) in the hope that He (swt) will decree for us
good. You can see in this ayah what was the fate of these two men. Which of them would you
rather be? Would you rather be among those for whom Allah (swt) has decreed good or would you
rather be among those for whom Allah (swt) has decreed evil. May Allah (swt) make us among those
for whom He (swt) has decreed much good!
 
Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to note how Yusuf (as) uses the word rabb. As
we mentioned the word rabb here is used to refer to the king of Egypt, so this fact further proves
from the Quran itself that among the meanings of this word is “king” and “sovereign”. Often in the
Quran does Allah (swt) refer to Himself (swt) as the Rabb of all of the nations. Does this not then
show that Allah (swt) is the One True King and Sovereign for all mankind? Does this not show that
we need to live and rule only according to the Divine Law that He (swt) revealed? Thus this ayah is
yet another evidence for the obligation to live under the Islamic State and how any government
that in any way gives sovereignty to man is not recognized by Allah (swt). Now Allah (swt) may
pardon the non-Muslim who is ignorant of this Din for ruling by his own desires, but never will He
(swt) accept this from the Muslim who knows the Quran. Finally we can note from this ayah that
Allah (swt) does not tell us in any way how the two prisoners responded to the dawah that Yusuf
(as) carried to them. Did at least one of the prisoners accept the dawah? Did both of them accept
it? Did they both reject it? Allah (swt) does not say. This serves to remind us once again that we
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it? Did they both reject it? Allah (swt) does not say. This serves to remind us once again that we
should not be looking for the results in our actions. All that should matter for us is that we make a
sincere intention for Allah (swt) and that we try our best. We should leave the results up to Allah
(swt). Sometimes our efforts may come to fruition like we planned, and then we should praise Allah
(swt). Other times we will meet with failure or unexpected results and then we should be patient
for Allah (swt). In the end what matters is that Allah (swt) is pleased with us.
 
TELEGU Translation  | Dr. Abdur-Raheem bin Muhammad Moulana [New]
 

   
 
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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