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Ma taAAbudoona min doonihi illaasmaan sammaytumooha antum waabaokumma anzala Allahu biha min
sultaninini alhukmu illa lillahi amara allataAAbudoo illa iyyahu thalika alddeenualqayyimu walakinna akthara

alnnasi layaAAlamoona
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:39] O my companions of the prison, are many arguing lords better or Allah, the One, the
Conqueror.
 
[12:40] And you do not serve from below Him except names that you have named, you and your
forefathers, for which Allah has not sent down any authority, the hukum is only for Allah, He has
commanded that you serve none but Him, that is the correct Din but most of mankind do not know.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[39] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) continues his dawah to the two prisoners. The
reality of this dawah is nothing but a call to Allah (swt). In the end all that you are calling the
people towards is the m’arifa of Allah (swt). The knowledge and the realization of the Lord. This is
the reality of this dawah. So this is what Yusuf (as) does in this ayah. He (as) calls these two
young men to Allah (swt). He (as) describes Allah (swt) for them. He (as) makes them reality of
their Creator. Once they realize this reality then they will see how nothing else matters except
complete submission to it.
 
Yusuf (as) begins this ayah by saying “O my companions of the prison”. Notice even the way in
which Yusuf (as) addresses them. He (as) refers to them as his companions in the prison. This is a
word that denotes friendship and nearness. This is the relationship that Yusuf (as) builds with these
two prisoners. He (as) does not hate them because they are not Muslim. He (as) does not have
rancor and malice towards them. He (as) knows that they are lost souls and that they are in need
of the guidance that he (as) brings them from their Lord. He (as) knows that the only reason why
they have not submitted to Allah (swt) is because their society has made them ignorant and blind
to Him (swt). That is why he (as) feels that he (as) needs to guide them. So he (as) treats them
with kindness and respect. He (as) wants to bring them closer to himself so that perchance they
would be attentive to what he (as) has to say about Allah (swt). This is how we must also be
towards the people who we carry dawah to. Be they Muslims who we are reminding about Allah
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towards the people who we carry dawah to. Be they Muslims who we are reminding about Allah
(swt) or non-Muslims who we are informing about Allah (swt). We want the people to come closer
and closer to Allah (swt). We want them toworship and serve Him (swt) just like we are doing. We
do not want anything to prevent them from knowing their Creator. Especially not our own behavior.
Imagine how terrible it would be for you if you prevented someone from knowing Allah (swt) just
because of your crude behavior.
 
Because of your arrogance and your pride. Because of your hatred and your looking down on them.
This was not the way of the Prophet (saw). He (saw) treated everyone with honor and respect,
even though he (saw) was much better a creation than them. If there was any human being who
had the right to look down on others and think of himself as better than others then it would have
been the Prophet (saw). He (saw) had been informed first hand by Allah (swt) that he (saw) was
the best of creation and that he (saw) was His (swt)’s most beloved. So the Prophet (saw) truly
was the best. But this did not cause him (saw) to be arrogant or proud. Rather he (saw) was
humble and kind even to the slaves and the poor. Such was a heart that truly knew Allah (swt).
Only if you try to inculcate in yourself such a heart will you be among those who can call to the Real
and the True. How can you impart to others the m’arifa of Allah (swt) if you yourself do not have
it? Know that such m’arifa will never enter a heart that is arrogant or proud or heart that has
hatred for the creation of Allah (swt). Of course the non-Muslims can never be our brothers like the
Muslims are, but we should still treat them with kindness and respect. We should still respect them
because they are also the children of Adam (as) and they are also the creation of Allah (swt). We
should still try to become closer to them so that they will sincerely listen to what we have to say.
Only when it becomes clear that they have rejected the Message that we are presenting should we
then turn away from them. Until then we need to have Ihsan towards them and we should continue
calling them totheir Creator. The Real and the True. The Purpose of all existence.
 
In the next part of the ayah Yusuf (as) asks these two prisoners a question. He (as) asks of them
“are many arguing lords better or Allah, the One, the Conqueror”. The Arabic word rabb,
which we have translated here as “lord” actually gives a far deeper meaning that this. It also gives
the meaning of “king” and “sovereign”, it also gives the meaning of “sustainer” and “provider” and
it also gives the meaning of “master” and “owner”. All of these meanings are present in this one
Arabic word. So Yusuf (as) presents two alternatives for these prisoners. He (as) asks them if
many different lords arguing with each other are better or Allah (swt), then he (as) describes for
them two of Allah (swt)’s most Majestic Names.
 
Let us consider these two alternatives for ourselves and see which of them is better. Are many
arguing lords better or is Allah (swt)? Would you rather have many different masters arguing with
each other or would you rather have Allah (swt) as your Master? Is it better to have many kings
fighting with each other or is Allah (swt) better as King? Is it better to have many legislators
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fighting with each other or is Allah (swt) better as King? Is it better to have many legislators
arguing with each other or is Allah (swt) the true Sovereign? Of course the answer to this should be
obvious, but how many people today are ignorant of this fact. Just like the people today are
heedless of this fact, the people were also heedless of it at the time of Yusuf (as). This is why he
(as) poses this question to these two prisoners.
 
This ayah is a powerful evidence as to why democracy can never be an acceptable formof
government in Islam. What is democracy except many lords arguing with each other? The people
elect representatives to go to congress and parliament. What then are these representatives
except lords arguing with each other? They will argue and wrangle with each other only to pass a
single law. Each of them wants to do what is in his agenda. Each of them only wants to bring the
laws that they want. Each of them only looks to the interests of those that helped them get
elected. They rarely think about what is best for the people. They rarely think about what is just
and fair. This is why man can never be the legislator. This is why Allah (swt) has forbidden man from
legislating in this Din. So how sad is it that there are Muslims today who are calling for democracy?
They should come back and read this ayah and think about its meaning. They should realize that
this ayah is yet another evidence as to why the only government acceptable to Allah (swt) is the
Islamic State.
 
Not only does this ayah give the meaning that Allah (swt) should be the Sovereign for the Muslims
but it also gives the meaning that He (swt) should be the Sovereign for all mankind. There should
not be any other lords beside Allah (swt) because He (swt) is the One and the Conqueror. How
beautiful would it be if all mankind lived under the Law of Allah (swt)? This does not mean that the
people should be forced to become Muslim, rather it means that the Sovereignty over the earth
should be return to its Creator. This is where Sovereignty belongs. This ayah testifies to that fact
and this entire universe testifies to that fact. How wonderful would that be if this should happen.
There would be no more wars. There would be no more petty conflicts between the people. All of
the resources of this world would be distributed evenly.
 
Everyone would have a fair share of the wealth. But best of all is that all of the people will be given
the chance to correctly receive the Message that their Creator has sent them. How wonderful
would that be? How much better would it be than the corrupt system we have today where the
many arguing lords hoard all of the wealth and resources for themselves and leave nothing for the
people. The arguing lords are busy fighting with each other and the people are left to suffer. The
people are suffering and they do not even realize how much they are suffering. May Allah (swt)
save us all!
 
In the final part of this ayah Yusuf (as) describes two of Allah (swt)’s most Majestic Names and
these Names tell us why He (swt) should be the Lord for all creation. Yusuf (as) describes Allah
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these Names tell us why He (swt) should be the Lord for all creation. Yusuf (as) describes Allah
(swt) here as “the One, the Conqueror”. Allah (swt) is the One in that He (swt) is the only One
like Him (swt). Who else is there who is like Allah (swt)? He (swt) is the One and Only. Is there
anyone else who is the Creator? Is there anyone else who is the Sustainer? Is there anyone else
with all of the Names of Perfection? Is there anyone else who is the source of everything? So how
then can anyone else claim to be sovereign besides He (swt)? Allah (swt) is also the Conqueror.
Allah (swt) is the One Who defeats and overpowers all else. There is no one who can defeat Allah
(swt). There is no one who can even try and take His (swt)’s Sovereignty from Him (swt). There is
no might nor power except with Allah (swt), so how then can anyone stand a chance against Him
(swt)? Once you realize that Allah (swt) is One and that He (swt) conquers and subdues all else,
how then can you ever desire a lord besides He (swt)? So we see in this ayah that Yusuf (as) is not
merely telling these prisoners that Allah (swt) should be the only God to worship, but he (as) is also
telling them that He (swt) should be the only Sovereign to obey. This meaning is clear from the
ayah. How sad is it then that today many so-called Muslims use this Surah to justify a government
other than the Islamic State? Insha Allah we will come to the ayahs that they use to justify kufr
governments and Insha Allah we will show how their understating of these ayahs is wrong. Whereas
this ayah and several other ayahs in the Quran clearly show that the only Allah (swt) can be the
Sovereign.
 
[ 40] This is the last ayah in the dawah that Yusuf (as) makes to these two prisoners. See how
succinct and yet powerful are the words that he (as) speaks to them. In these few ayahs all of the
tenets of this Din have been summarized. First of all to believe that there is no one worthy of
worship and servitude except Allah (swt). To make Him (swt) as the purpose of one’s existence. To
not associate any partners with Him (swt) in this whatsoever. To always show gratitude and thanks
for Him (swt). To make Him (swt) as the Lord to be served by all of the creation and to know that
this is a right that He (swt) has over us because He (swt) is the One and the Conqueror.
 
This is Who Allah (swt) IS. This is the right that He (swt) has over us. Yet we still worship other
gods besides Him (swt). We still serve other masters besides Him (swt). Why is this? In this ayah
Allah (swt) tells us why. Allah (swt) tells us the reality of everything else that occupies our hearts
besides Him (swt). Remind yourself at this point about the time period in which this Surah was
revealed. This Surah was revealed at the end of the Prophet (saw)’s dawah in Makkah. This was the
period in which the Prophet (saw) was actively seeking a tribe or nation that would allow him (saw)
to establish the Islamic State over them. So just as Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims that He (swt)
must be the only God Whom they worship He (swt) also tells them that He (swt) must be the only
Lord whom they must serve.
 
Allah (swt) begins by telling us how Yusuf (as) said to the two prisoners “And you do not serve
from below Him except names that you have named”. These people worshipped other gods
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from below Him except names that you have named”. These people worshipped other gods
besides Allah (swt) and they served other lords and masters besides Allah (swt). What was the
reality of these gods and masters that they worshipped and served? Did they truly deserve to be a
god? Did they truly deserve to be a master? Allah (swt) tells us here of their reality. They are
nothing but names. Names that these people have named. This is all that there is to the reality of
such gods and masters that the people have worshipped and served besides Allah (swt).
 
Usually there is a reality behind a name. For example water is a name that has been given to that
clear liquid which we know very well. That liquid found in the rivers and seas. That liquid that can
quench our thirst and clean away dirt and impurities. These are some of the attributes and
properties of water. This is the reality behind the name. But for these false gods and masters that
these people have taken, there is no reality behind the name. It is just the name and nothing else.
These people think that these false gods and masters are more than the names that they have
given them but in reality all that there is to them are these names. They think that their gods can
answer their prayers. They think that their masters deserve the authority and position that they
have been given. But in reality this is all an illusion. In reality this is only their wishful thinking. The
only reality to these gods and masters are names and nothing more.
 
So for example in the time of the Prophet (saw) the Quraysh tribe prayed to the idol that they
called Al-Uzza. They thought that this idol was real. They thought there was actually a life behind
the stone statue that they prayed to. They thought that it could actually answer their prayers and
help them in their difficulty. But in reality all of this was only their imagination. This idol was nothing
more than stone. All that they thought it to be was nothing more than the name that they had
given it.
 
Similarly today we have kings and dictators whom we obey instead of Allah (swt). We allow them to
legislate the laws for us. Through these laws they do great injustice to the Muslims. They give our
resources away to the unbelievers, they allow interest charging banks in our land, they permit the
women to walk naked on our streets, they allow wine and liquor to be sold to Muslims, they allow all
kinds of filth to be beamed down into the Muslim homes through satellites and onto the eyes of
Muslim children. They do all of this and we cannot do anything about it. This is because they are
supposedly the king and the ruler. They have given themselves legislative authority. But is there
any reality to this power that they have given themselves? Are they really the king? Are they really
the sovereign? No, there is nothing to them other than the name that they have given themselves.
They are only king because they say that they are king. In reality they are just fools. Fools who
dare to usurp the Sovereignty of Allah (swt). Fools who allow on the earth of Allah (swt) that which
is displeasing Him (swt). So just like the idols do not deserve the worship because they are only
names, these kings and rulers also do not deserve the obedience because they are only names.
May Allah (swt) allow the Ummah to realize this fact! May Allah (swt) allow us to return the
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May Allah (swt) allow the Ummah to realize this fact! May Allah (swt) allow us to return the
sovereignty to Him (swt)!
 
Then Yusuf (as) says to these two prisoners “you and your forefathers”. We said in the
previous ayah how Yusuf (as) was extremely friendly and courteous with the prisoners. He (as) did
not treat them as enemies only because they were not Muslim. He (as) did not have hatred for
them only because they were had not yet been guided to Islam. We learned that this is how we
must be in our dawah as well. We must treat with kindness and respect everyone whom we carry
this Message to. Now from this part of the ayah we learn another lesson for our dawah. We learn
that although we must treat the people with respect and kindness, we still also need to show them
where they are wrong. This is exactly what Yusuf (as) does here. He (as) tells these prisoners that
it was they and their forefathers who had taken others gods and masters besides Allah (swt).
 
Now of course Yusuf (as) does not blame these two young men specifically, but rather he (as)
shows them that this is something that their nation had done. Their nation and the forefathers of
their nation. They are the ones who had decreed that the people should worship others gods
besides Allah (swt) and that they should serve others masters besides Him (swt). So see here how
Yusuf (as) not only attacks these two prisoners but their forefathers as well. It was an intellectual
attack. It was to show them how much wrong and injustice they had done in taking another god
and another lord besides their Creator and Sustainer. So we learn here for our own dawah that
although we should be kind and respectful to the people, we also need to point out where they are
wrong. This is especially true if they have done wrong against Allah (swt). Then Yusuf (as) says to
these two prisoners “for which Allah has not sent down any authority”. Here Yusuf (as)
continued to show them the evil that their nation had done. He (as) continued to show them how
corrupt their society was. Dawah is not only calling the people to the
good but it is also taking the people away from the evil. So here Yusuf (as) shows these prisoners
the evil of their society. How evil were the people of Egypt at that time? They had bowed down
before idols instead of their Creator. They had obeyed and followed the laws of men instead of
their Sustainer. They know that Allah (swt) was their Creator and Sustainer. They know that they
had a responsibility to worship and serve Him (swt) for all that He (swt) had done for them. Yet
they still chose to turn away from Him (swt). They still chose to worship false gods and obey false
lords. Did they have any permission from Allah (swt) for what they did? Allah (swt) tells us clearly in
this ayah that they did not. This earth belongs completely to Allah (swt). If anything is to be done
on it, it must be with His (swt)’s permission and through His (swt)’s authority. These people did not
have any authority from Allah (swt) for what they did. Certainly the most evil of actions that a man
can do is to worship and serve other than Allah (swt). This is what these people had done, and they
had no authority from Allah (swt) for this whatsoever. This makes what they have done all the more
unjust and all the more evil. So Yusuf (as) makes these two young men realize the evil of their
society and their way of life, in the hope that they might leave it for Islam. In the next part of the
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society and their way of life, in the hope that they might leave it for Islam. In the next part of the
ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) says “the hukum is only for Allah”. Of all of the ayahs
that tell us that we need to live by the Islamic State, this is perhaps
one of the most powerful and most explicit. The word hukum in this ayah means “sovereignty”,
“command”, and “judgment”. Look in any dictionary and you will find that this is the meaning of this
word. Allah (swt) clearly tells us in this ayah that the hukum is only for Him (swt). The right to rule
and legislate is only for Him (swt). Once you realize the meaning of this, how then can you say that
there is no such thing as the Islamic State? How can you say that we can live in contently under a
kufr government? Your Creator and your Sustainer is telling you clearly in this ayah that the
sovereignty and the lordship should only be for Him (swt)? How can you know this ayah and still say
that it is acceptable for man to rule? Can we even call someone a believer if they say that it is
permissible for the human being to legislate?
 
 
So this ayah clearly gives the meaning that the only government permissible for the Muslims is the
Islamic State. Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that the right to rule and  legislate is a
Divine right that belongs to Allah (swt). So how can anyone call themselves a Muslim and then set
up a government where they rule instead of Allah (swt)? Anyone who does that might as well tell
the people to make prostration for them because it is no different. How many are the fools today in
all of the Muslims lands who have usurped this Divine right which belongs only to Allah (swt) ? They
have taken it for themselves only so that they can serve their desires. How can we as an Ummah
be silent when they have done this? Thus one lesson that we take from this ayah is to remind
ourselves once again that we
need to work for the restoration of the Islamic State. We are not saying that it has to be violence.
The Prophet (saw) never used material force to establish the Islamic State. But we do have to
realize that this is where our efforts need to be directed. More than worrying about innovations and
deviant sects. More than calling the people to the masjid for Salah. More than charity work or
lobbying for Muslim rights. Our efforts need to be directed towards restoring Sovereignty to the
one True Sovereign. In the end what needs to be done is that the Muslims of a particular land need
to be convinced that they must rule with the Law of Allah (swt). This must be a Muslim country and
a country with a good strategic location. Insha Allah this is where the Islamic State will be
established and Insha Allah from here it will spread. The details of how this is to be done are beyond
the scope of our tafsir. But what you need to do is prepare yourself for this task. You need to have
a strong grounding in the Arabic language. You need to learn more and more about this Din. Islam is
what you are seeking to establish so you must know as much about this Din as you can. In addition
to your studying you also have to carry what you know to others. Today the vast majority of this
Ummah are not aware of this obligation that we have to live under Islam. So you have to inform
them. You have to carry this idea to them. If perchance you do find a group or a movement that
you believe is correctly working for Islam then you must join and support that movement. Insha

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


you believe is correctly working for Islam then you must join and support that movement. Insha
Allah this is the best that any of us can do. May Allah (swt) accept it from us! May Allah (swt)
forgive us!
 
Then Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) says to these two prisoners “He has commanded that
you serve none but Him”. Here is an even more explicit mention of what we have been saying.
The word ibadah in this ayah does not merely mean worship. The enemies of this Message who
want to restrict Islam only to the masjid and who want to remove the political component of Islam
would make us believe that this is what the word means. But any expert of the language will tell
you that this word means servitude. Worship is only one part of what this word means. It also
means that we must submit completely to Allah (swt). It also means that everything that we do
must only be for Allah (swt). He (swt) must be the God Who we worship, the Sovereign Who rules
over us, and the Master Who we serve with every action that we do. So Allah (swt) commands in
this ayah that we serve none but Him (swt). A complete and full
servitude.
 
In the final part of this ayah Yusuf (as) says “that is the correct Din but most of mankind
do not know”. This is what the word “Din” really means. This is what the word “religion” really
means. This is what our Creator expects of us. But how many people realize this fact? As Allah
(swt) tells us in the ayah most of mankind just does not know. Most Muslims today think that all
there is to Islam is eating halal meat, going to Jummah on Friday, fasting in Ramadan, and going on
Hajj. This is all that they think our religion is. They think that if they can only do these actions then
they can live the rest of their lives as they please. How foolish is such thinking? How far is this from
what our Creator expects from us? Most of mankind today is living in utter and complete
heedlessness of Allah (swt) and so they do not realize what their correct relationship with Him (swt)
must be. They do not realize what He (swt) expects of them. That is why we have to make our
best effort to teach them. We should tell them about their Lord and what He (swt) expects of
them. We have to teach them what is the correct Din so that they may know. Then Insha Allah
they can find true peace and tranquility in this life. Then Insha Allah they can be saved in the
Hereafter. Whoever is pulled far away from the Fire and placed in the Garden is the truly successful.
 
TELEGU Translation  | Dr. Abdur-Raheem bin Muhammad Moulana [New]
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URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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