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Qala la ya/teekuma taAAamunturzaqanihi illa nabba/tukuma bita/weelihiqabla an ya/tiyakuma thalikuma
mimmaAAallamanee rabbee innee taraktu millata qawmin layu/minoona biAllahi wahum bial-akhiratihum kafiroona
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WaittabaAAtu millata aba-eeibraheema wa-ishaqa wayaAAqooba ma kanalana an nushrika biAllahi min shay-in
thalikamin fadli Allahi AAalayna waAAala alnnasiwalakinna akthara alnnasi layashkuroona

TAMIL Translation | E.M.Abdul Rahman
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:37] “No food will come to you as a provision except that I will inform you of its interpretation
before it comes to you. That is because of what my Rabb has taught me. Surely I have forsaken the
religion of a people who do not believe in Allah and who are with the Hereafter Kafiroon”.
 
[12:38] And I follow the religion of my fathers Ibrahim, Ismail, and Yaqoob. It was never for us to
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[12:38] And I follow the religion of my fathers Ibrahim, Ismail, and Yaqoob. It was never for us to
associate anything with Allah at all. This is from the bounty of Allah upon us and upon mankind but most
of mankind does not give thanks.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[37] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Yusuf (as) to the request that the two
young men had made in the previous ayah. Recall from the previous ayah how these two young men had
asked Yusuf (as) to interpret their dreams for them. They saw him (as) to be among those who had
Ihsan and that is why they chose to come to him (as) with their dreams. This created for Yusuf (as) a
great opportunity for dawah. This created for Yusuf (as) a great opportunity to call them to Allah (swt).
But did Yusuf (as) start immediately with the dawah? Or did he (as) immediately tell them the meaning of
their dreams? No rather look here to what this noble prophet does.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how Yusuf (as) said “No food will come to you as a
provision except that I will inform you of its interpretation before it comes to you”. So
these two young men came to Yusuf (as) because they had a hope that he (as) would interpret their
dream for them. Now Yusuf (as) cannot start immediately with dawah because this is not what they are
looking for. Nor can Yusuf (as) tell them the meaning of their dreams immediately because then they
would have what they came for. Then they might leave without listening to the dawah. So Yusuf (as)
does not start with the dawah or with the dreams. Rather he (as) tells them something to engage their
attention. He (as) tells them something to bring them even closer to him (as). He (as) tells them
something to gain their trust in him (as). He (as) shows them a miracle that Allah (swt) had given him
(as). Through this Yusuf (as) brings them even closer to him and he (as) establishes for them who he
(as) is.
 
Yusuf (as) tells them that he (as) is able to tell them the interpretation of their food before it comes to
them. What he (as) means is that he (as) is able to tell them the type of food that they will be provided
with before it comes to them. It seems, and Allah (swt) Knows best, that the prisoners were being
provided with different types of food. Perhaps their families were allowed to bring them one meal per
day, and this was usually a different meal each day. So Yusuf (as) tells them in this ayah that he (as) is
able to tell them the type of food that they will receive before it comes to them. Thus Yusuf (as) is
showing them his knowledge of the unseen in this matter. This is done in order to win their trust and
confidence in him (as). It is also done in order to make them realize that he (as) is a prophet of Allah
(swt). Before any prophet can begin his dawah, he needs to establish for the people that he is a
prophet. He needs to show the people a miracle. This is what Yusuf (as) does in this ayah. He (as) shows
these prisoners that he (as) is a prophet. Who but a prophet of Allah (swt) can have knowledge of the
future? Who but a prophet of Allah (swt) can tell them exactly how their food will be before it comes to
them? So through this Yusuf (as) shows them that he (as) has been sent by Allah (swt). Through this he
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them? So through this Yusuf (as) shows them that he (as) has been sent by Allah (swt). Through this he
(as) wins their trust and confidence. Now they are even more receptive to what he (as) has to say.
When the prisoners saw what Yusuf (as) can do then they became even more receptive to his dawah.
 
Then Yusuf (as) says “That is because of what my Rabb has taught me ”. So here Yusuf (as) links
this ability that he (as) with Allah (swt). He (as) shows them that this ability that he (as) has to predict
the food that will come to them is not from himself but rather it is what his Lord has taught him. Thus he
introduces these prisoners to Allah (swt) through this miracle. When these young men realize that it was
Allah (swt) Who gave Yusuf (as) this ability to predict what their food will be then they would want to
know more about Him (swt). They realized that Yusuf (as) had this connection with the Divine and that
he (as) was their key to Him (swt). So they became even more receptive to what he (as) has to say.
They wanted to know what Yusuf (as) had to say about Allah (swt). Thus Yusuf (as) invites them to Allah
(swt) by telling them about his relationship with Him (swt).
 
In the final part of this ayah Yusuf (as) says to them “Surely I have forsaken the religion of a
people who do not believe in Allah and who are with the Hereafter Kafiroon”. Before Yusuf
(as) tells them anymore about Allah (swt) or about Islam, he (as) first clarifies one matter for them. He
(as) lets them know that this Din that he (as) is calling them towards is nothing like the religion of the
idol-worshippers. These young men had some idea about religion. They may even had some idea about
Allah (swt). But what they were following was not the correct guidance. Their ancestors had deviated
from the correct creed of Tawhid that their prophet had once told them. They had deviated to such an
extent that there was nothing left of the original teachings of their prophet in their religion. It was now
a religion of shirk. Where the people prayed to idols and followed the laws of men. So firstly Yusuf (as)
lets them know that the religion that he (as) is calling them towards is different from the religion that
they had been taught. That was a religion of shirk and this is a Din of pure Tawhid.
 
One important lesson that we can take from this for our dawah is that we must never make Islam
appear to be the same as the other religions. Although there are some universal morals that Islam may
have common with other religions, at the foundation and as a whole this Din is very different from every
other religion in the world. All of the other religions of the world ascribe divinity to the creation in one
way or another. All of the other religions place some weakness or limitation on Allah (swt). Even Judaism
allows for men to legislate laws, a right that should only belong to Allah (swt). They even believe that
“god can make mistakes”. How then can our religions be the same when they differ on such fundamental
tenets? So we are doing a disservice to this Din if we try to make it appear the same as the other
religions. We are not being honest with the people whom we are carrying dawah to. Furthermore if Islam
is the same as Judaism or Christianity then why would anyone want to change and become Muslim. Why
do they not stay on their religion if it is all the same? So just like Yusuf (as) did here we also have to
show the people that this Din is completely different from the other religions.
 

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


 
Another important point that we can note about this part of the ayah is that Yusuf (as) is not saying
that he (as) once followed the religion of the idol-worshippers and then turned away from it. No, Yusuf
(as) never followed their corrupt religion. He (as) was always on the religion of  Islam, the religion of
Tawhid. This was the religion that his father taught him (as) and this was the religion that he (as) was
always on. Even when he (as) was growing up in a house of kufr, he (as) still held on to the religion of
Tawhid. Now the reason why Allah (swt) uses the Arabic equivalent of the word “forsake” in this ayah is
to show how Yusuf (as) had completely and totally abandoned their religion. Even though Yusuf (as) was
surrounded by this corrupt religion. Even though everyone around him (as) was practicing this corrupt
religion. Yusuf (as) did not allow himself to be affected by it any way. He (as) completely forsook and
discarded it away. This was a corrupt religion and a corrupt way of life and he (as) did not want anything
to do with it whatsoever.
 
Finally in this ayah we can notice how Yusuf (as) describes the religion of the idol worshippers. Yusuf (as)
calls it the religion of “a people who do not believe in Allah and who are with the Hereafter
Kafiroon”. These people did believe in Allah (swt) as their Creator. Recall how the Aziz told his wife to
seek forgiveness of Allah (swt). Recall the reaction of the women when they first saw Yusuf (as). So
these people did believe in Allah (swt). So why then does Yusuf (as) refer to them here as a people who
do not believe in Allah (swt)? It is because they did not believe in Allah (swt) in the correct way. They
believed in Him (swt) as their Creator and their Sustainer but they did not believe in Him (swt) as their
Lord and Master. They may have believed in Him (swt) as the God to be worshipped but they did not
believe in Him (swt) as the Sovereign to be obeyed. So because they did not believe in Allah (swt) in the
correct way it is like they did not believe in Him (swt) at all. Not only did they not believe in Allah (swt)
correctly but they also did kufr to the Hereafter. This means that they knew about the Hereafter but
they acted and pretended as if it does not exist. They acted as if they will never be brought back to life
and held accountable for all their actions. This was why they allowed themselves to be ruled by their own
desires and they never checked their actions to see if they were pleasing to Allah (swt) or not. Does this
remind you of any nation that you know today?
 
[38] In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about the dawah that Yusuf (as) made to these two
young men. Notice that this is the first time in the entire Surah that we hear Yusuf (as) speaking for an
extended period of time. Before this Yusuf (as) was mostly silent. Not only was he (as) silent but he (as)
was also passive. Yusuf (as) did not do much but rather others did things to him (as). However now
when the time comes for dawah, when the time comes for calling the people to Allah (swt), then we see
Yusuf (as) speak. We see him (as) become active. This shows us that the job of Yusuf (as) was dawah.
That was what he (as) did. That was his purpose in life. Allah (swt) has given this prophet as the model
for you to emulate if you should want to please Him (swt). What then should be the purpose of your life?
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how Yusuf said “And I follow the religion of my fathers
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how Yusuf said “And I follow the religion of my fathers
Ibrahim, Ismail, and Yaqoob”. Yusuf (as) established for them in the previous ayah that he (as) did
not follow the corrupt religion of the idol-worshippers. In this ayah he (as) tells them the religion that he
does follow. Yusuf (as) describes Islam here as the religion of his fathers and then he even tells them
who his fathers are. The reason why Yusuf (as) describes Islam in this way is to show these people that
this religion is not something that is new. It is not something that he (as) has invented. Rather this
religion is what his fathers were on for generations. It is also very likely that the people of Egypt knew
about Ibrahim (as) because we know that he (as) traveled there. So Yusuf (as) shows them that this
religion that he (as) follows is the same religion of this great messenger. It is not a new creed but it was
what Ibrahim (as) believed in and what he (as) taught his children. Yusuf (as) knew that the prisoners
would be more receptive to his dawah if they knew that this was the religion of Ibrahim and his children.
This is a religion that has been practiced and established for generations.
 
We also need to have this attitude towards Islam. Today many people view Islam as something strange
and something new. They do not realize that this is way of life has been practiced by the people for
thousands and thousands of years. In fact this was even the way of life that was practiced by the very
first human beings who ever lived on this planet. Adam (as). Ibrahim (as). Ishaq (as). They all believed in
the absolute Oneness of Allah (swt). They all believed that the purpose of their life should be to worship
and serve Him (swt). They all knew that nothing else mattered except pleasing Him (swt). They
submitted to Him (swt) in every aspect of their lives and they strived to perfect this submission. So
what we are calling to is not something that is new but it is what has been practiced by the good and
righteous people of this earth for centuries upon centuries.
 
For those of us who are living in the West and who are living in non-Muslim lands, it is especially important
that we teach this fact to our children. Our children must be made to realize that Islam is the correct
way of life to lead. It must not seem to them as something that is strange or awkward. Rather they
must realize that it is the way of life that they were created to live. We ourselves must set the perfect
example for them by practicing this Din ourselves. We must also put them in Islamic schools so that their
Islamic identity is nurtured and promoted. Look in this ayah at the example of Ibrahim (as). How
excellent a job did he (as) do in nurturing his children with the Islamic identity. So much so that Yusuf
(as) who is his great-grandchild would grow up in a society of kufr and still cling to the religion of Tawhid.
Not only would Yusuf (as) cling to this religion but he (as) would also call others to it as well. Not only
would he (as) call others to it but he even remembers it as the religion of his fathers. This shows how
Islam for him was a heritage that was passed on from one generation to the next. Furthermore Yusuf
(as) must not have been more than ten years old when his brothers put him in that well. So at what age
must his father have taught him (as) about this Din? Thus another lesson that we can take from this
part of the ayah is to realize how important it is to teach our children about this Din.
 
We can also note the significance of the word that Yusuf (as) uses for “follow” in this ayah. This is a
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We can also note the significance of the word that Yusuf (as) uses for “follow” in this ayah. This is a
word that means to follow with exact precision and determination. It is often used to mean following
someone along a very straight and narrow path. This was how Yusuf (as) said that he (as) followed the
religion of his fathers. He followed this religion in every way. In his thinking and in his behavior. In his
relationship with the Creator and in his relationship with the creation. In the affairs of this world and in
the affairs of the Hereafter. He (as) did not allow himself to deviate at all from this path that his Lord
has set out for him (as). This way of life that his parents had taught him (as) so this was the way of life
that he (as) adhered to in everything that he (as) did. This also must be how we follow Islam. We should
look to the life that the Prophet (saw) lived as a path and we must try to walk on that path in everything
that we do. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace because we cannot do it without Him (swt)! In the
next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) said to these two young men that “It was
never for us to associate anything with Allah at all”. Here Yusuf (as) describes the relationship
that he (as) and his fathers had with Allah (swt). Allah (swt) was their God and Deity whom they
worshipped. He (swt) was their Lord and Master whom they served. He (swt) was the One Who was the
very purpose of their existence. With every moment that passed they only thought to themselves as to
how they could please Him (swt) in that moment. This was their relationship with Allah (swt). Yusuf (as)
says here that they did not make anyone else or anything else as a partner to Allah (swt) in this
relationship. They did not associate anyone else or anything else with Allah (swt) in this relationship. This
means that they did not
worship anyone else or anything else besides Allah (swt). They did not call out in their prayers to anyone
else besides Allah (swt). In times of difficulty and need they did not turn to anyone besides Allah (swt).
They did not obey or serve anyone besides Allah (swt). They did not follow the law or the rule of anyone
besides Allah (swt). They did not dedicate even moment of their life to anyone besides Allah (swt). Such
was their relationship with Allah (swt). Now look at your relationship with Allah (swt) and ask yourselves
how far you are from this ideal. Even if you never reach this ideal, the sincere effort and striving that
you make Insha Allah is what your Lord willreward you for.
 
Finally Yusuf (as) says to the two prisoners “This is from the bounty of Allah upon us and upon
mankind but most of mankind does not give thanks”. So Yusuf (as) and his fathers had
dedicated everything that they had for Allah (swt). They made Allah (swt) as the only purpose of their
existence and they sought His (swt)’s Pleasure with everything that they did. This was how their thinking
and behavior was. But was this something of their own doing? Did they themselves choose to be this
way? No, rather as Yusuf (as) himself admits in this ayah that this was only from the bounty of Allah
(swt) upon him and his fathers. It was only from the bounty of Allah (swt) that they are able dedicate
themselves completely to Him (swt) like this. Were it not for Allah (swt) then they would not be able to
be like this. Were it not for Allah (swt) then they would have made partners with Him (swt). Were it not
for Allah (swt) then they would have dedicated their actions and their thoughts to other than Him (swt).
So Yusuf (as) praises his Lord in this ayah. The One because of Whom he (as) is able to live his life
completely for Him (swt). So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once
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completely for Him (swt). So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once
again that Allah (swt) is the reason behind every singe good that we do. The fact that we do not worship
idols today is a gift from Allah (swt). The fact that we realize that Allah (swt) is the purpose of our
existence is a gift from Him (swt). The fact that we are able to make our Salah and fast in Ramadan is a
gift from Him (swt). The fact that we are able to stay away from the major sins is a gift from Him (swt).
This is something that we must always be reminding ourselves of. There are at least two reasons why.
Firstly it is to recognize Allah (swt)’s Love and Kindness for us. Just the fact that you are a Muslim now at
this moment shows that Allah (swt) loves you. Just the fact that you are reading this tafsir now at this
moment shows that Allah (swt) loves you. Every Salah that you make, every ayah of Quran that you
read, every day that you fast in Ramadan shows the Love that your Lord has for you. The other reason
why you should remind yourself of this fact is to prevent yourself from becoming proud and arrogant.
Many people stop striving for Allah (swt) and they give themselves permission to commit sins because
they become content with themselves. They see themselves as doing “enough” for Allah (swt). They see
themselves as better than other Muslims. So they stop striving, they allow themselves to become lax.
They even give themselves permission to commit more and more sins. This is because they attribute the 
good that they do to themselves and think that they have done a lot. This makes them arrogant and
self-content. This is the thinking that we must save ourselves from. The way that we do that is by
reminding ourselves once again how every single good that we do is only a gift from our Lord. Thus the
more good that we do the more that we must feel indebt to Allah (swt). The more that we must strive
to please Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that!
 
May Allah (swt) allow us to attribute all of the good that we do to Him (swt) and all of the evil that we do
ourselves! Finally in this ayah we can note how Yusuf (as) said that this was the bounty of Allah (swt)
not only on himself and his fathers but also on all mankind. Then Yusuf (as) said that most of mankind
does not give thanks. What does this mean? How is this a bounty for all mankind and how is it that most
of mankind does not give thanks? Allah (swt) has given all of mankind the opportunity to know Him (swt).
There are countless signs in the universe that point to the Existence and Oneness of Allah (swt). Allah
(swt) has also sent many among mankind a message. Through these signs and through these messages
mankind can know Him (swt). But what is the response of most of mankind to these signs and to the
message that reaches them from Allah (swt). They turn away. They fail to heed the Message. They pass
by the signs. They choose to live their lives in utter heedlessness to Allah (swt). By doing this they are
being utterly ungrateful to Allah (swt) for this great bounty that He (swt) has given them. What could be
better than knowing Allah (swt)? What could be better than dedicating everything that you have for Him
(swt)? Allah (swt) has given us this gift but most of us have turned away from it. We have chosen
instead to serve our desires and worship false gods. We have chosen instead to live for ourselves rather
than live for our Creator. How often do you remember Allah (swt) in your day? How often do you read
the Quran and ponder over it? How much do you strive to follow the way of the Prophet (saw)? See then
how ungrateful you are being for this great gift and bounty that Allah (swt) has given you. The only way
that you can show thanks is to be like Yusuf (as) and his fathers. To dedicate yourself completely to
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that you can show thanks is to be like Yusuf (as) and his fathers. To dedicate yourself completely to
Allah (swt) in everything that you do. To make Allah (swt) as the purpose of your existence. To strive to
come closer to Him (swt) with every action, every thought and every breath.
 
TELEGU Translation  | Dr. Abdur-Raheem bin Muhammad Moulana [New]
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