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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:36] And two young men entered the prison with him, one of them said “Surely I see myself
pressing wine”, and the other said “Surely I see myself carrying bread on top of my head from which
birds are eating. Inform us of its interpretation. Surely we see you to be among those who have
Ihsan”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

With this ayah Allah (swt) begins a new section of this Surah. Now the trial with the wife of the Aziz
and the women of the city was over. Yusuf (as) was no longer faced with their temptations. Now he
(as) was in prison. Now he (as) was safe from them. Now there was no way for those women to
reach him (as). From this we can take the lesson that any trial or temptation will eventually pass. If
only we can have patience for Allah (swt) in just one more moment. If we only we can wait just one
more moment. Then eventually we will find that the temptation has passed. We will find that it is
not there anymore calling us to sin. Yusuf (as) had to resist the temptation for years upon years.
First with the wife of the Aziz and then with all of the young noble women of the city. For years
they were calling him (as) towards sin and for years he (as) was resisting them. As the time passed
he (as) could have given up. He (as) could have told  himself that this temptation was never going
to end so he (as) might as well give in to it. Most men would have done that. But he (as) did not. He
(as) knew that he was having patience for the sake of Allah (swt). He (as) knew that Allah (swt)
was Seeing and Hearing him (as) every time that he (as) turned away from temptation. So he (as)
found the resolve to keep on going. He (as) found the resolve to have patience for just one more
moment. Now Yusuf (as) was safe from the women. But he (as) was now in prison. What then did
this noble prophet do in prison? Did he become arrogant and proud with himself that he (as) had
escaped the clutches of those beautiful women? Did he congratulate himself on his patience and his
purity? No rather he (as) kept on serving Allah (swt). He (as) kept on doing his duty to Allah (swt).
In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yusuf (as) began his dawah.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And two young men entered the prison with him”.
Yusuf (as) did not enter the prison alone. As we see from this ayah two youths entered the prison
with him (as). As we will see later on, it is to these two youths that Yusuf (as) will carry his dawah
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with him (as). As we will see later on, it is to these two youths that Yusuf (as) will carry his dawah
to. It is these two youths that he (as) will invite to Allah (swt). From this we can take the lesson
that the youths are the best candidates for our dawah. Although our dawah should be directed at
everyone, we should especially focus on the youth. There are several reasons for this. Firstly
because the youth are more open to new ideas and they are more willing to listen. Older people are
usually set in their ways and they do not want to change. If older people are presented with a
thought that is different from what they have lived their lives believing, then it is difficult to
convince them to accept this thought. Thus it is much easier to convince the youth that there is a
political dimension to Islam then it is to convince older Muslims who grew up thinking that Islam was
only the five pillars. For such older people even if they are convinced that what you are presenting
them with is the truth they will still stubbornly cling to what they know is false. The youth are not
like this. The youth are sincere. They are willing to listen. There has not been much time for ideas to
settle in their mind so they are willing to accept new ideas.
 
Another reason why the youth should be the focus of our dawah is because they have their lives in
front of them. Now it is true that death can come at any time, and many people die at a young age.
So all of us, including the youth, should always be prepared for death. We cannot indulge in sin while
being certain that death is far away for us. Such thinking is not pleasing to Allah (swt) and such
thinking contradicts the reality. But in general it is known that young people tend to live longer lives
than older people. So if give them an idea about Islam then Insha Allah they will hold on to that idea
and they will carry it to others for a long time. This is yet another reason why we should focus our
dawah on the youth.
 
Another reason is because the youth are more enthusiastic and more energetic. So Insha Allah they
will be more active in carrying these ideas to the people. Allah (swt) has blessed the youth with
strong bodies, so they are the ones who truly have the ability to strive and sacrifice for the sake of
the Din. This Din has always been built on the shoulders of the youth. The vast majority of the
Sahabah in Makkah were under the age of thirty. They are the ones who helped the Prophet (saw)
to establish the Islamic State. They worked so hard. They sacrificed so much.
 
Part of the reason they were able to do this was because they were youth. Their young bodies
gave them the ability to do the hard work that was necessary to establish this Din. This is why we
must target our dawah to the youth. We must teach them about our responsibility to live under
Islam and allow them to carry this idea to the Ummah. May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that!
May Allah (swt) make the youth of this Ummah to be active in the dawah once again!
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how these two young men told Yusuf (as) about
dreams that each of them had. Allah (swt) says “one of them said “Surely I see myself
pressing wine” and the other said “Surely I see myself carrying bread on top of my
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pressing wine” and the other said “Surely I see myself carrying bread on top of my
head from which birds are eating”. Inform us of its interpretation”. These two young
men each tell Yusuf (as) about the dream that each of them had and then they ask him (as) for the
interpretation of these dreams. Notice how they emphasize with certainty that they indeed did
have these dreams. This is because they want Yusuf (as) to believe them when they say that they
had these dreams. The first of them says that sees himself pressing wine. This means that in his
dream he saw himself pressing the grapes to be used to make wine. The other one says that he
saw himself carrying some bread on his head and from this bread the birds were eating.
 
These were indeed strange dreams. Do you think that you by yourself have the ability to interpret
these dreams without revelation from Allah (swt? No of course not. So this should once again
remind you of the limitation of the human mind and how we do not have the ability to think about
what we have no knowledge of. Only someone like Yusuf (as) can know the interpretation of these
dreams because he (as) is a prophet who has revelation from Allah (swt).
 
Then the prisoners say to Yusuf (as) that “Surely we see you to be among those who have
Ihsan”. We said that these two young men were whom Yusuf (as) would direct his dawah to. Now
look Yusuf (as) did not even need to go to these men, but rather they came to him (as). They came
to him (as) and told him about their dreams. What a great opportunity is this for dawah? Most
people in this world are too busy to listen to what you have to say. They have something else on
their minds besides the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). They have something more important
to do than please Allah (swt) as they were created to do. So it is very hard to sit people down and
make them listen to our dawah. But here these two young men come to Yusuf (as). Not only did
they come to Yusuf (as) but they were in need of him (as). They need him (as) to interpret their
dreams for them. What a great opportunity is this then for dawah? How did Yusuf (as) create this
opportunity? What made them come to him (as)? As Allah (swt) tells us in the ayah it was because
he (as) was among those who had Ihsan. Yusuf (as) was among
those who had Ihsan and that is what made these two young men come to him (as).
 
Now what does it mean to be among those who have Ihsan? The scholars have told us that there
are two kinds of Ihsan. One is the Ihsan that is due to the Creator and the other is the Ihsan that
is due to the creation. As for the Ihsan that is due to Allah (swt) it is as the Prophet (saw) has told
us in the famous hadith of Gibreel (as). The Prophet (saw) has told us that it is to worship and
serve Allah (swt) as though we see Him (swt) and if we cannot do that then to know that He (swt)
sees us. So there are two levels to this Ihsan. The first and the higher of these levels is to actually
live every moment of our lives as though we see Allah (swt). No of course none of us can literally
see Him (swt) but what the Prophet (saw) meant was that we are so certain of Allah (swt) that it is
almost as if we see Him (swt). If we are not able to attain this level of Ihsan then the next level is
at least to be certain that Allah (swt) Sees us. So for every moment of our lives we have to at
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at least to be certain that Allah (swt) Sees us. So for every moment of our lives we have to at
least try to build within ourselves the certain knowledge that Allah (swt) Sees us. The scholars have
said that this second level of Ihsan can be a stepping stone to reach the higher level. So try your
best to remind yourself at every moment of your life that passes how Allah (swt) can See you. If
you can do this then Insha Allah eventually you will reach that state where it as though you see
Allah (swt). This was the station that Yusuf (as) was at and this is the station that we should strive
to reach. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace!
 
Yusuf (as) was also among those who had Ihsan towards the creation. The way that you have
Ihsan for the creation is that you always wish the best for them. You are always sincere to them.
You only want for them what you know is best for them. You desire good for them so you go out of
your way to provide them with good. Yusuf (as) was among those who did this. He (as) only wanted
the best for others. The prisoners in the jail saw this. It is recorded in the books of tafsir that Yusuf
(as) would go out of his way to help all of the prisoners. He (as) would visit those prisoners who
were sick and he (as) would stand by them during their sickness. He (as) would help them and
provide for them all that they need to get through their sickness. He (as) would also console and
support those prisoners who were feeling sad and depressed. He (as) would remind them of Allah
(swt) and remind them how He (swt) knew about their suffering and pains. Yusuf (as) would also
give space and relief for those prisoners who felt the narrowness of the prison constricting in on
them. He (as) would remind them of their relief that is coming soon, either with their release from
prison or with their deaths and their return to Allah (swt). So in every way Yusuf (as) was always
there for these prisoners. Even though they had done nothing for him, and even though many of
them were criminals, Yusuf (as) still tried to do what was best for them. Thus he (as) had Ihsan for
the creation just like he (as) had for the Creator. He (as) was sincere for them and he (as) did good
for them to the best of his ability.
 
This then is the reason why these two young men came to Yusuf (as). This then is why they told
him (as) about their dream. This then is what created for Yusuf (as) this great opportunity to do
dawah. So the lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that we must follow the example of
Yusuf (as) in this regard as well. If we want such opportunities for ourselves then we must try to
follow the example of this noble prophet. Do not expect anyone to come to you to listen to your
dawah if you are a sinful person. They will think to themselves as to how you could possibly guide
them to Allah (swt) when you yourself are so distant from Him (swt). So you must be a practicing
Muslim before you can undertake this huge responsibility of dawah. You have to perform all of your
obligations and you have to stay away from the major sins. Then after you have demonstrated that
you have Ihsan to Allah (swt) then you must also show that you have Ihsan towards the people.
You have to be a good person whom the people like and whom the people can relate do. A kind
person. A respectful person. Do not expect anyone to come to you to listen to your dawah if you
are a cruel person or even if you are not a person who does not have the patience to be kind and
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are a cruel person or even if you are not a person who does not have the patience to be kind and
respectful to others. You have to be the best with the people and only then will the people listen to
you. You have to show them the kind of a character a human being can have when he has Allah
(swt) in his heart. Only then will they come to you. Only then will they listen to you.
 
Dawah is an important obligation that each and every one of us has. This is the most noblest of
missions that anyone can undertake. This was the task that our beloved (saw) performed. But it
requires a lot of effort. It must be something that you are constantly doing. There is never a
moment in which you can excuse yourself from this obligation. Look here at the example of Yusuf
(as). Even though he was in prison, he (as) still did not excuse himself from the obligation of dawah.
Similarly many of the great scholars of our Ummah continued to do dawah even when they were in
prison. So no Muslim can neglect this obligation of dawah. But at the same time dawah is by no
means easy. Not only do we need to make an effort in the dawah itself but we also need to make
an effort to prepare ourselves for the dawah. We have to be far and above the average Muslim
when it comes to our practicing this Din. We can never compare ourselves with the common Muslim
and be proud of ourselves. Rather we should see their shortcomings as our shortcoming since we
did not carry this dawah to them. We should realize the condition that our Ummah is living in now
that we do not have the State. So we should never look down on anyone. We should wish nothing
but the best for them and we have to behave with them in the best way possible. Only then would
we have what it takes to be the bearers of this Message. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling
grace!
 
TELEGU Translation  | Dr. Abdur-Raheem bin Muhammad Moulana [New]
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