
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
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Faistajaba lahu rabbuhu fasarafaAAanhu kaydahunna innahu huwa alssameeAAu alAAaleemu
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:34] So his Lord responded for him, and turned their plots away from him, surely He is the
Hearing, Knowing.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how He (swt) responded to the prayer that Yusuf (as) made.
Remind yourself once again of the desperate situation that Yusuf (as) was in. It was not only the
wife of the Aziz who lusted after him (as), but it was all of the noblewomen in the city. They all had
a different plot with which to ensnare Yusuf (as). To invite him (as) into sin and into that which is
displeasing to Allah (swt). Although it may seem to most men like they were calling him (as) to
pleasure and enjoyment, Yusuf (as) knew that they were in fact calling him (as) to the Wrath of
Allah (swt). That was why he (as) declared that prison was more beloved to him (as) than what
they called him (as) towards. That was why he (as) called out to his Lord in desperation. In this
ayah Allah (swt) tells us how He (swt) responded to this prayer of his noble prophet.
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ayah Allah (swt) tells us how He (swt) responded to this prayer of his noble prophet.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “So his Lord responded for him”. Yusuf (as) called out
to Allah (swt). Yusuf (as) was in desperate need of Allah (swt). Yusuf (as) was drowning and Allah
(swt) was the only One Who could save him (as). Here Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) responded
to this call of His (swt)’s noble prophet. The language of the ayah gives the meaning that this was
something that Allah (swt) did for Yusuf (as). This was a great bounty and favor that Allah (swt)
did for him (as). Such is always the case whenever Allah (swt) answers the prayer of those who
call out to Him (swt). It is always a favor and bounty. This is something that we must remember as
well whenever Allah (swt) answers our prayer. We must never think that Allah (swt) answering our
dua is Him (swt) fulfilling a right that we have over Him (swt). Rather we must always remember
that the answering of prayers is only a gift and bounty that our Lord has given us for which we
have done absolutely nothing to deserve. Why does Allah (swt) need to answer our prayer? What
have we ever done for Him (swt)? Why are we so special that Allah (swt) should choose to answer
our prayers? We are not. Rather Allah (swt) only answers our prayers because of the Love and
Mercy that He (swt) has for us. This is something for which we should be eternally grateful. So
remember all of the calls that you have made and remember how your Lord has responded. Then
increase in your worship and servitude of Him (swt) because of this.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “and turned their plots away from him”. Allah (swt) answered the
prayer of Yusuf (as) by turning the plots of these women away from him (as). They were planning
to take Yusuf (as) into sin. They were planning to take Yusuf (as) away from his Lord. Allah (swt)
saved Yusuf (as) by turning all of their plots away from him (as). Imam Qurtubi tells us in his Tafsir
of this ayah that the way in which Allah (swt) saved Yusuf (as) was that He (swt) gave Yusuf (as)
the strength to resist their temptations. So it was not simply that Allah (swt) made these women
stop desiring him (as) and stop planning to get him (as). No, rather they still desired him (as) and
they still tried to get him (as) to do evil. But Allah (swt) saved Yusuf (as) by giving him (as) the
determination and the willpower to resist them. This was how Allah (swt) answered his prayer.
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that “surely He is the Hearing, Knowing”.
Many scholars have noted that the main purpose of the Quran is to teach us about our Creator.
So whenever we come to ayahs such as these we should pay particularly close attention because
this is exactly what Allah (swt) is doing here. Allah (swt) is describing Himself for us so that we
may know Him (swt) even more and so that we may love Him (swt) even more. Allah (swt) tells us
here that He (swt) is the Hearing and the Knowing. This means that Allah (swt) Hears everything
and that He (swt) Knows everything. In regards to this ayah Allah (swt) Hears the evil words that
the women spoke and He (swt) Knows the evil that was in their hearts. He (swt) Knows how they
falsely accused Yusuf (as) of evil because they secretly desired him (as). He (swt) Hears the
unfounded accusations that they spoke against him (as) even when they knew that he (as) was
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unfounded accusations that they spoke against him (as) even when they knew that he (as) was
innocent. Allah (swt) also Hears the good that Yusuf (as) said. How he (as) refused their invitation
even though they invited him (as) again and again. Allah (swt) Knows how difficult this was for
Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) Knows the feelings and the desire that he (as) had. At the same time Allah
(swt) also Knows the sincerity and the love that he (as) had in his heart for Him (swt).
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