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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:33] He said “My Rabb, the prison is more beloved to me than what they call me to. And if you
do not turn away their plots from me, I will incline towards them and become of the ignorant”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

This ayah contains the response of Yusuf (as) to the temptation that he (as) faced. Recall from
the previous ayahs the desperate situation that he (as) was in. Not only was the wife of the Aziz
still pursuing him (as) with all of her strength and will-power, not only had she doubled and re-
doubled in her efforts to have him (as), but now she had even openly declared her desire for him
(as). She had declared in front of all of the noblewomen that she did indeed try to seduce Yusuf
(as). Then she even threatened him (as). She told Yusuf (as) that if he (as) did not do as she
commanded then he (as) would be among those who are imprisoned and disgraced. The suffering
and deprivation of jail as well as the humiliation of being cast into it was what Yusuf (as) had to
face if he (as) turned away from her. But this seduction and threat from the wife of the Aziz was
not the only trial that Yusuf (as) had to face. In addition to her there were also all of the other
noblewomen in the city, all of whom also desired him (as) with a great desire as well. How great a
trial and temptation must this have been for Yusuf (as)? Would any man be able to overcome such
a trial? It is usually the man who seeks after the woman because usually it is he who has a
stronger desire for her. Thus without a doubt such a situation would have enflamed the passions
of any man. So would any man have been able to resist it? Would any man be able to control
himself if such a woman openly offered herself to him? Do you think you would be able to? What if
that woman was extremely beautiful and extremely powerful and had complete control over you.
Then imagine if she threatened you with pain and suffering. With humiliation and shame. Do you
think that you would still be able to resist her? Now imagine if it was not one woman who was
calling you but imagine if it was several women. Each of them calling you to sin. Each of them
calling you to them. Do you think that you would be able to resist?
 
This was the situation that Yusuf (as) was faced with. Now look at what this noble prophet says.
Realize that in his example Allah (swt) has given you the best of models to emulate whenever you
are faced with temptation. Allah (swt) tells us how he (as) said “My Rabb, the prison is more
beloved to me than what they call me to”. First notice how Yusuf (as) calls on Allah (swt)
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beloved to me than what they call me to”. First notice how Yusuf (as) calls on Allah (swt)
with His (swt)’s title of “Rabb”. There are many meanings given with this title and they include
“Lord”, “Master”, “Creator”, “Nurturer” and “Sustainer”. By referring to Allah (swt) with this title
Yusuf (as) first acknowledges that He (swt) is all of this to him (as). It is as if Yusuf (as) is saying
to Allah (swt) that “Rabb is who you are to me and it is with this relationship that I have with you
that I call on you”. By using this title Yusuf (as) acknowledges his complete dependence and
helplessness before Allah (swt). How he (as) is so weak and unable and how he (as) needs Allah
(swt) to answer his prayer.
 
Then Yusuf (as) tells Allah (swt) that the prison is dearer to him (as) than what these women were
calling him (as) towards. First of all you should remind yourself that the prison back then was
nothing like the prison today. The prison of that time was built with only one purpose in mind, and
that was to cause suffering and pain for all those who enter it. There was no concept of human
rights or morality. The society did not care at all for the people who were sent to prison. As far as
society was concerned these people should suffer in every way possible. Now we have to note
that what we are describing here is not how prisons were during the golden days of the Islamic
State, rather what we are describing are the prisons in the ancient civilizations. Food was given at
rare intervals and even then it was the most barely edible of foods. There was very poor
sanitation. There was nothing to cool with when hot and there was nothing to warm with when
cold. Rats, insects and other creatures scurried through the ground. It was truly a place of
suffering and torture. Most of us today would probably give all of our wealth only to save
ourselves from spending only a few days in such a place. Such is the nature of this awful place.
But this is where Yusuf (as) chose to be in. He (as) preferred this terrible place to what these
women were calling him (as) towards. In comparison to this we all know what these women were
calling him (as) towards. They were calling him (as) towards pleasure. They were calling him (as) to
the greatest of physical pleasures that the human being can experience in the life of this world.
They were literally throwing themselves at him (as). Now hard was this trial for him (as)? So
without a doubt the sexual pleasure is the greatest of physical pleasures that a human being can
experience. But Yusuf (as) gave this up for the sake of Allah (swt). Yusuf (as) gave this up and
got in return for it pain and suffering. Humiliation and degradation. Look at the choice that this
noble prophet made. Now that the Islamic State has been destroyed many of us today are also
living in similar societies to what Yusuf (as) lived in. Many of us have to face similar trials to what
Yusuf (as) had to face. These days it is very easy to fulfill our sexual desires and passions. Most of
the time in ways that are not pleasing to Allah (swt). So do we have this same patience and
fortitude of Yusuf (as). Do we also have the power to resist sin and temptation like this noble
prophet did?
 
Imam Qurtubi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that what Yusuf (as) means when he (as)  says that
“the prison is more beloved to me than what they call me to” is that the prison is easier
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“the prison is more beloved to me than what they call me to” is that the prison is easier
for Yusuf (as) to bear than the sin that they are calling him towards. The prison is easier and more
bearable for him (as) than the sin. What does this tell you about Yusuf (as)? What is the attitude
that Yusuf (as) had towards sin? It shows you that the pain of sin is far greater for Yusuf (as)
than the pain of prison and humiliation. Yusuf (as) would rather be thrown in prison and face
punishment and torture rather than commit the sin. This was how much his heart was attached to
Allah (swt). The very last thing that he (as) ever wanted to do was anything that was displeasing
to his Lord. He (as) would rather face the suffering of prison and the humiliation that comes with it
than have to spend even moment in disobedience to his Lord. Do we have this same attitude
towards sin? Does it cause us pain when we commit sin? When we are prompted to commit a sin
then do we think about Allah (swt)? Are we concerned about how Allah (swt) Sees us? How far are
we then from what Allah (swt) expects from us? Then in the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells
us how Yusuf (as) said “And if you do not turn away their plots from me, I will incline
towards them and become of the ignorant”. So in the previous part of the ayah we saw
how Yusuf (as) was able to resist this great temptation that presented itself before him (as).
These beautiful women were giving themselves to him (as) and he (as) was still able to keep away
from sin for the sake of Allah (swt). Now does Yusuf (as) attribute this patience and fortitude to
himself? Does he think that it was because of his own efforts and his own willpower that he was
able to keep away from this temptation. No, rather look at what he (as) says in this ayah. Yusuf
(as) is praying, begging, and pleading Allah (swt) to help him (as). He (as) says to his Lord that if
He (swt) does not help him (as) then he (as) would incline towards them and become of the
ignorant. This means that Yusuf (as) realizes that he (as) cannot do this without Allah (swt). Yusuf
(as) sees that he himself is only a weak human being.
 
He (as) himself is only a man. A man with lusts and desires. A man that is weak. A man that can
make mistakes. So he (as) realizes that it is only with the Help and Support of Allah (swt) that he
(as) can keep away from this sin. That is why he (as) prays to Allah (swt) and asks Him (swt) to
turn this evil away from him (as).
 
Notice how Yusuf (as) refers to this evil as “their plot”. So it was not only the wife of the Aziz who
was scheming and planning to do evil with Yusuf (as) but it was in fact all of the noblewomen who
had seen him (as). They all desired him (as) and they all desired to do evil with him (as). Also notice
how Yusuf (as) refers to their evil as their “plot” and he (as) does not simply say their “desire”. So
not only did they desire him (as) but they also planned and plotted a scheme against him (as).
Most likely each of them had a different plot to lure Yusuf (as) to her. Some like the wife of the
Aziz may have threatened him (as) with punishment while others may have promised him (as) a
reward such as freedom or wealth. Each of them had a different plot but each of their plots was
evil because they were calling on him (as) to do what was displeasing to Allah (swt). We should
remind ourselves once again at this point that it is an important part of our Aqeedah to believe
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remind ourselves once again at this point that it is an important part of our Aqeedah to believe
that all prophets and messengers are protected from both the major and the minor sins. After
they receive the revelation and become the representatives of Allah (swt) then He (swt) protects
them from sin. So Yusuf (as) was never in danger of falling into the sin. He (as) had already been
given strength to keep away from sin. But in this ayah he (as) is acknowledging once again that
this strength comes only from Allah (swt). Yusuf (as) is reminding himself in this ayah that it is only
because of Allah (swt) that he (as) is able to keep away from sin. If it had not  been for Allah
(swt), if Allah (swt) were to leave him (as) be, then he (as) would have fallen into this sin. So even
though the prophets and messengers are protected from sin, that protection comes only from
Allah (swt). This is why Yusuf (as) prays to Allah (swt) in this ayah to protect him (as). He (as)
knows that he (as) would never be able to escape this sin without Allah (swt). This was how all of
the prophets and messengers were, despite the fact that Allah (swt) protected them from sin
they were still the most humble. They never thought that it was through their own efforts that
they did good or avoided evil. Rather they always knew that all good was only from Allah (swt).
That was why they always prayed to Allah (swt) to save them from sin even though they
themselves were already protected from it.
 
Thus the lesson that we can take from this ayah is to once again remind ourselves that we should
never attribute any of the good that we do to ourselves. Rather we should remember that any
good that we do is only possible because of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who gives us the
enabling grace to do every single good deed and He (swt) is the One Who gives us the enabling
grace to stay away from every single evil deed. Allah (swt) is the Perfect and the Pure and all good
is only from Him (swt). Even the good that we do has a place with Him (swt) because He (swt) is
the Source of all good. So before you praise yourself for any good deed that you may have done
you first have to remember Allah (swt). Remember that it was Allah (swt) Who facilitated for you
that good deed. Did not Allah (swt) give you the body and the mind and whatever else that you
used to do that good deed? Even the willpower and the strength that you find within yourself with
which you stay away from evil is only from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who has kept that
evil far from you and so it is only because of Him (swt) that you were able to keep away from it.
Even the Iman that you have in your heart is a creation of Allah (swt) and it is among the greatest
of His (swt)’s creations. So do not ever praise yourself. Do not ever be content with yourself.
Realize that self-contentment is the first step in the path to your destruction. May Allah (swt)
save us from that! May Allah (swt) make us like Yusuf (as) to rely on Him (swt) for every single
good that we do and for every single evil that we avoid!
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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