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Falamma samiAAat bimakrihinna arsalatilayhinna waaAAtadat lahunna muttakaan waatat kulla
wahidatinminhunna sikkeenan waqalati okhruj AAalayhinna falammaraaynahu akbarnahu waqattaAAna

aydiyahunna waqulna hashalillahi ma hatha basharan in hathailla malakun kareemun
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:31] So when she heard of their plot, she sent for them and she prepared for them a
banquet, and she gave each one of them a knife, and she said “Come out to them”. So when they
looked upon him they exalted him, and they cut their hands, and they said “Allah forbid, this is not
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looked upon him they exalted him, and they cut their hands, and they said “Allah forbid, this is not
a man, this is only a noble angel”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of the wife of the Aziz to what the women
in the city had spoken in the previous ayah. Recall from the previous ayah how these women had
spoken against her. They said that she had tried to seduce her young slave-boy against his will.
This is the worst of accusations that they could make against her because they said that she was
lusting after a foreign born slave. It was not so much that she was having an affair that they
found a problem with but rather what they found disgusting was that she would desire a slave who
was not from their people. They prided themselves on their nationality and their high status in the
society. So they found it unacceptable for this woman to be madly in love with a foreign born
slave. Thus they talked about her. They made sure that the gossip spreads around all the women
like wildfire. They said that she was in clear error. They said that she had betrayed her people and
her class by lusting after this foreign born slave. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was her
response to what they had said. Allah (swt) teaches us here how the people of power and wealth
behave when they are heedless of Him (swt).
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “So when she heard of their plot ”. Notice how Allah
(swt) refers to what these women had spoken as a “plot”. That was indeed what it was. They did
not speak these words against the wife of the Aziz only for their entertainment, but rather this
was a deliberate plot to bring her down. They were jealous of her. Even if they claimed  to be her
friend, deep down inside they hated her. She had more beauty and more power and more wealth
than them. So they would do anything to bring her down and to bring themselves up in the
process. That was why they spoke these words against her. It was all a part of their plot to bring
her down.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that this is how many of the people of
wealth and power are. They behave like children. Like animals. All that they care about is being
better than others. All that they care about is being supreme. They are so filled with arrogance
and pride that they always want to be above everyone else. So there is always this competition
between them. There is always this drive that each of them has to be above others. They do not
care about kindness. They do not care about forgiveness. They do not care about honor and
respect. It is only the most brutal and cutthroat of competition.
 
This also shows us that wealth and power and nobility mean absolutely nothing. These women
were the aristocracy of Egypt. They were the wives of the rulers and the people of power. Yet see
their thinking and their behavior. What did their wealth and their status do for them? Did it elevate
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their thinking and their behavior. What did their wealth and their status do for them? Did it elevate
them in any way? Did it in any way make them more honored or noble? Did it in any way make
them behave like a human being is supposed to behave? Or were they still just like animals? We
see from the ayah how they behaved. This serves to remind us once again that the only way that
a human being can elevate from being anything more than an animal is by knowing Allah (swt), by
remembering Him (swt), and by striving one’s best to worship and serve Him (swt). This is where
the value of a human being lies. It is not in wealth or power or status. These women of Egypt had
all of these and we see from this ayah how they behaved. Our problem is that we are so focused
on the life of this world that this world is all that we see. We judge everything based on the
material and the superficial. We forget Allah (swt) Who is the True and the Real. We forget that
the value of everything is only by nearness to Him (swt). May Allah (swt) help us to remember!
May Allah (swt) rescue us from this world and bring us closer to Him (swt)!
 
Then Allah (swt) says “she sent for them and she prepared for them a banquet”. This was
part of the plan of the wife of the Aziz. She wanted to lure these women into her trap. So she
invited them to her house and she prepared a huge banquet for them. This must have been a
grand feast with plenty of food and fruits for all of the noble women in the city. We can see from
the ayah that she went to great pains to prepare this trap for them. She wanted to make them
pay for the words that they had spoken against her so she made a great effort to plan and
prepare her revenge. Once again we are reminded of how the heedless to Allah (swt) behave.
They will plot and plan for evil to the utmost of their efforts. They will go to great lengths only to
satisfy their ego and their desires. To see to it that what they desire is accomplished. Why is it
then that such people will make such effort only to satisfy their ego and their desires while we who
are supposed to be serving the Lord and Master of the universe are so lazy and so complacent in
our duties. May Allah (swt) forgive us! May Allah (swt) allow us to strive for good like they strive
for evil!
 
Then Allah (swt) says “and she gave each one of them a knife ”. The scholars have noted why
Allah (swt) specifically mentions the fact that she gave to each one of the women a knife. Most
likely it was not necessary to give each one of them a knife. The food and the fruits that were
given did not require a knife to be given to each person. But Allah (swt) specifically mentions that
she gave each one a knife to bring our attention to the fact that she did this even though it was
not necessary for the food. This shows us that even this was part of her plan. She wanted them
to see Yusuf (as) and cut themselves. She knew that this was what would happen. She knew that
they would cut themselves She wanted them to feel the pain as they cut themselves. She wanted
them to bleed. They had hurt her and now she wanted to hurt them. Once again we are reminded
of how those who are heedless to Allah (swt) behave. How empty and corrupt their hearts are.
May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them!
 

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


 
Then Allah (swt) says “and she said “Come out to them””. The wife of the Aziz had set the
trap and now she springs it. Just at that moment when all of the women were cutting their fruit
with the knives that was when she tells Yusuf (as) to come out. Notice how she tells Yusuf (as) to
come out to them and she does not tell him (as) to enter onto them. The scholars have even
commented here on why she said “come out” instead of “enter”. They say that the word “come
out” gives the meaning of something that has been hidden being brought out. So this suggests
that in all of this time Yusuf (as) had been kept hidden. Not only had he (as) been hidden from the
women on that particular evening, but he (as) had been hidden from them throughout his entire
life. The scholars say that Yusuf (as) was so handsome that the wife of the Aziz had kept him (as)
hidden from the rest of the world. So ever since Yusuf (as) had reached the age of puberty this
woman had kept him (as) hidden and she had not allowed anyone else besides her and her husband
to look upon him (as). She knew that if other women were to have gazed upon him (as) then they
would have tried to take him (as) for themselves. That was how great was the beauty that Allah
(swt) had blessed him (as) with. That was how much Allah (swt) had favored and honored him (as).
So for all of these years she had kept him hidden. Then at that moment when he women had the
knives in their hands she finally tells him (as) to come out.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how the women said “So when they looked
upon him they exalted him, and they cut their hands”. This was the moment when all of
the women first saw Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that when the women saw Yusuf
(as) they all exalted him (as). They deemed him (as) to be great. They magnified him (as). They
saw him (as) to be much more than he (as) was. Notice in the ayah that Allah (swt) does not say
that Yusuf (as) was great but rather He (swt) says that these women deemed Yusuf (as) to be
great. They thought that Yusuf (as) was great. They thought that he (as) was much more than he
(as) actually was. They exalted him (as) to such a degree that they cut their own hands while they
were gazing upon him (as). This was how captivated they were by his beauty and this was how
enthralled they were by him (as).
 
Now did Yusuf (as) deserve such a reaction from these women? Was he (as) really as great as
they made him (as) out to be? Now it is true that he (as) had great beauty. Not only was he (as)
physically handsome but as we mentioned he (as) also had that humbleness and innocence that
made him appear even more beautiful. So without a doubt Yusuf (as) was of great beauty. But did
he (as) deserve such a reaction from these women? Did Yusuf (as) deserve to be exalted to such
a degree that these women even cut their hands? No of course not. No human being deserves to
be praised and exalted to this level. In the end Yusuf (as) was only a human being. He (as) was
only a creation. So he (as) did not deserve this praise and exaltation that the women gave him
(as). Such praise and exaltation should only be for Allah (swt). Only Allah (swt) is the Real and the
True. Only Allah (swt) is the Majestic and the Glorious. So only He (swt) deserves to be praised like
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True. Only Allah (swt) is the Majestic and the Glorious. So only He (swt) deserves to be praised like
this.
 
However we can take a lesson from this ayah and see that this is how the people of this world
think and behave. They only focus on the surface of things. They only care about the ephemeral
and the transient. They are heedless of Allah (swt). They are heedless of the Glory and Majesty
that is Him (swt). When one has this thinking where one focuses only on the surface then one can
become easily distracted by the physical. One can easily became enthralled and consumed by the
physical. Such were how these women were. They were so focused on the life of this world that
they were controlled and consumed by their lusts and desires. So much so that when they saw
such a handsome man they cut their own hands. This was how much of a slave to their desires
they were. This was how much they focused on beauty and handsomeness. May Allah (swt) save
us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) attach our hearts to Him (swt)and not to this
material and physical world!
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how the women said “Allah forbid, this is not a
man, this is only a noble angel”. They first say “Allah forbid” because when they first saw
Yusuf (as) they could not believe that so much handsomeness and beauty could be in one man.
This was how enthralled and captivated they were by him (as). They said “Allah forbid” because
they did not want Allah (swt) to place so much beauty in one man. It was more than what they
could handle. They wanted Allah (swt) to forbid so much beauty being in one human being. Then
they declare that Yusuf (as) cannot be a normal human being but rather he (as) must be a noble
angel. They cannot believe that a human being can have this much beauty. The only explanation
that they could think for what they beheld before themselves was that he (as) had to be an angel
that walks on the earth. Notice how they not only said that he (as) was an angel but they said
that he (as) is a noble angel. This is to further emphasize the extent to which they captivated by
him (as). So we are reminded in this part of the ayah as to how much Allah (swt) had blessed
Yusuf (as) with handsomeness and beauty and we are reminded as to how much these women
lusted after him (as).
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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