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Waqala niswatun fee almadeenatiimraatu alAAazeezi turawidu fataha AAannafsihi qad shaghafaha hubban inna
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[12:30] And the women in the city said “The wife of the Aziz has sought to seduce her slaveboy
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[12:30] And the women in the city said “The wife of the Aziz has sought to seduce her slaveboy
against his will. Surely she is passionately in love with him. Surely we see her to be in clear error”.
 
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to the consequences of what the wife of the Aziz did.
There is no evil deed except that there will be consequences for it both in this life and in the
Hereafter. Such is how Allah (swt) punishes those who do evil. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what
were the consequences of what she did in this life. Allah (swt) shows us how she was made to
suffer shame and humiliation because of what she did to Yusuf (as). Not only did this woman do
evil but she did evil against one of the beloved of Allah (swt). So here Allah (swt) shows us how
she had to pay the consequences for what she had done.
 
Allah (swt) begins the ayah by saying “And the women in the city said “The wife of the
Aziz has sought to seduce her slave against his will”. So the women in that city started
talking about what the wife of the Aziz had done. They said that she had tried to seduce Yusuf
(as) into doing something forbidden. Through one way or the other they had found out what had
happened and now they were all talking about it. Even though the Aziz had desired that this
incident remain secret, they still found out about it and now they were all talking about it.
 
There are several benefits that we can take from this part of the ayah alone. The first is to note
that Allah (swt) specifically mentions how it was the women who engaged in this gossip. Although
it must have been everyone who had found out about this incident, it was specifically the women
who had indulged in this talk. This shows us how women have a propensity to engage in gossip.
They love to talk about others. They especially like to talk about other women and their
weaknesses and shortcomings. This shows us that women are just as prone to jealousy,
competition and arrogance as men are, if not more so. Women know this power that they have
over men. They know how much men desire them. So this makes many of them arrogant. This
makes many of them want to be the best. This is what fuels jealousy and competition between
them. They like to put themselves up and they like to put other women down. That is why many of
them would jump at the chance to speak something about another woman. This is especially true if
that other woman is one of great beauty or wealth or status like it was so for the wife of the Aziz.
 
However we know that in our Din back-biting and tale-bearing are both major sins. If you speak
anything about anyone else, even if what you say is true or not, and that person does not like you
speaking about them then it is a terrible sin. So our sisters need to be especially careful. Allah
(swt) shows us in this ayah how women especially have this propensity to gossip and talk about
others. So our sisters especially need to be on their guard. If you are a sister and you are in a
gathering then you should be careful that you do not talk about other people. If you feel that
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gathering then you should be careful that you do not talk about other people. If you feel that
desire to talk about others come then you must fight that feeling for the sake of Allah (swt). If
you can see that the conversation is going in that direction then you must tell the others around
you to fear Allah (swt) and stop this talk. Even if they listen to you or not, you should still tell
them. At the very least you should leave such a gathering so that you do not participate in that
sin.
 
Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to notice how the women refer to
Yusuf (as) as “slave-boy”. They emphasize the fact that the wife of the Aziz tried to have this
affair with her slave. So more than the fact that she tried to have an affair, they focus on the fact
that she tried to have this affair with her slave. Even if adultery was commonplace practice in their
society, it was still a taboo for a noblewoman to have a relationship with her slave. This shows us
how they had a class structure and how they looked down upon those beneath them. So for these
women what was unacceptable was not so much that the wife of the Aziz had an affair, but what
they found disgusting was that she would try to have an affair with a slave. Their society looked
down upon slaves, and so for these women it was a great matter that a noblewoman from their
society would try to seduce a slave. Such is the thinking of those who look down on others. Such
is the thinking of the arrogant. Such is the thinking of those who are heedless of Allah (swt). May
Allah (swt) save us from such thinking! May Allah (swt) help us toremember that one human soul is
better than another only in nearness to Allah (swt) and such is
known only by Him (swt)!
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how the women say “Surely she is
passionately in love with him”. These women loved to talk, and so they talked more and
more. They tried to explain to themselves how a noblewoman like the wife of the Aziz could try to
seduce a slave. They told themselves that the only way that this could have been possible is if she
had been consumed by her love for him. They told themselves that she was madly in love with him
(as) and that was why she brought herself to commit this foul action. They told themselves that
this love was so strong that it must have blinded her senses. It must have made her fail to realize
that she was a noblewoman and that he was a slave. This was how badly she must have loved him
they told themselves.
 
Now did these women know this for a fact? Did they know for certain that the wife of the Aziz was
madly in love with Yusuf (as)? How could they know? How could they ascertain what was in her
heart? So we see that they could not have known this. Rather this was just part of their gossip.
In their gossip they exaggerated and spiced the story up so that they would have more to say
against her and also so that they can entertain themselves. They wanted to talk about her more
and more and that is why they even made up in their minds what they were going to say. This
shows us that when women gossip they often exaggerate and fabricate. They do not care for the
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shows us that when women gossip they often exaggerate and fabricate. They do not care for the
Truth. They only want to entertain themselves and bring the other person down. Such were their
corrupted hearts. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them!
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how these women said “Surely we see her to
be in clear error”. They had this jealousy and competition with the wife of the Aziz. Most likely
they were jealous of her because she was more beautiful than them and wealthier than them and
she had a more powerful husband. So they were just looking for an opportunity to bring her down,
and in this incident they found their chance. They found their chance to exert their superiority
over her. They found their chance to bring her down and consequently bring themselves up. This
was how heedless their hearts had become to Allah (swt). This was how consumed they were by
their own pride and their own self-delusion, thinking that they were the best and that they were all
that mattered They had forgotten completely that they had a Lord and Master. They had
forgotten completely that they had a responsibility to serve Him (swt). They had forgotten
completely that in reality all Honor and Glory should belong to Him (swt). They wanted glory for
themselves. They wanted to be better than the wife of the Aziz. So not only did they speak
against her behind her back and not only did they exaggerate in their account of her situation but
in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how they claimed that she was in clear error. They said about her
the worst possible statement. They said that she was clearly in error and misguidance.
 
So we are reminded in this ayah of the thinking and the behavior of those who are heedless of
Allah (swt). The thinking and the behavior of the arrogant. They are the ones who always focus on
the life of this world. They are the ones who always look to the faults and the weaknesses of
others. They want to bring themselves up and the way that they do this is by bringing other
people down. So in order to save ourselves from becoming like them we should not focus on the
faults of others. Shaitan will always make us see the faults of others. This is because he wants to
make us think that we are better than them. He wants to make us arrogant and proud. So he will
make us see every possible defect and flaw in others and he will make us ignore our own
weaknesses and shortcomings. Now that we know this plot of Shaitan and now that we have
learned this lesson that Allah (swt) has given us in this ayah, then we must be on our guard. So
the next time that you think that your Muslim brother or sister is in clear error then remember this
ayah. Remember this plot of Shaitan and what he did to those women. Make certain that he does
not do the same to you.
 
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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