
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
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Qala hiya rawadatnee AAannafsee washahida shahidun min ahliha in kanaqameesuhu qudda min qubulin
fasadaqat wahuwa minaalkathibeena

Wa-in kana qameesuhu qudda minduburin fakathabat wahuwa mina alssadiqeena
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Falamma raa qameesahuqudda min duburin qala innahu min kaydikunna innakaydakunna AAatheemun

Yoosufu aAArid AAan hatha waistaghfireelithanbiki innaki kunti mina alkhati-eena

TAMIL Translation | E.M.Abdul Rahman
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:26] He said “She tried to seduce me against my will”. And a witness from her family bore
witness “If his shirt is torn from the front then she speaks the truth and he is from the liars”.
 
[12:27] He said “She tried to seduce me against my will”. And a witness from her family bore
witness “If his shirt is torn from the front then she speaks the truth and he is from the liars”.
 
[12:28] So when he saw that his shirt was torn from the back he said, “Surely this is a plot of
you women, surely your plot is great”.
 
[12:29] “Yusuf turn away from this. (O my wife) seek forgiveness for your sin, Surely you have
been of the sinners”.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us the trial that Yusuf (as) had to face with the
wife of the Aziz. Recall from the previous ayahs where Allah (swt) described to us how she desired
him (as) with the strongest of desires. At first she was very subtle. She merely implied her
interest in him (as) and she hinted at the idea that they should be together. She probably played
this game with Yusuf (as) for months if not years. All that time Yusuf (as) was resisting her. Every
time she would bring herself towards him he would step back. Even though she was very beautiful
and noble and wealthy, Yusuf (as) knew that to even approach her with desire would be displeasing
to Allah (swt). So he (as) kept away from her. After all of this she became truly desperate. She
then locked the doors of her room and openly presented herself to Yusuf (as). This was an act
that was totally unbecoming of a noblewoman like her. However even this advance Yusuf (as)
rejected and declared to her how he (as) feared Allah (swt). Then when he (as) tried to escape
from her, she tore his shirt from behind. The both of them then reached the door to find her
husband there. Now as soon as she saw her husband she quickly declared to him that it was Yusuf
(as) who had done evil against her. She falsely accused this innocent man of such a terrible crime
and she even declared what his punishment should be. Now in these two ayahs Allah (swt) tells us
what happens next.
 
Allah (swt) begins by saying “He said “She tried to seduce me against my will””. Here
Yusuf (as) finally speaks to defend himself. Yusuf (as) spoke the truth when he (as) said that it
was she who sought to seduce him against his will. She was the one who had tried to tempt him.
She was the one who was advancing towards him. She was the one who desired to do evil with
him. So it was she who was the guilty party. Here all that Yusuf (as) spoke was the Truth. Unlike
her Yusuf (as) only spoke a few words but all that he (as) spoke was the Truth. You will notice
throughout this Surah that Yusuf (as) does not speak much but whenever he (as) does his words
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throughout this Surah that Yusuf (as) does not speak much but whenever he (as) does his words
are powerful. Here Yusuf (as) clearly tells the Aziz that it was she who sought to seduce him (as)
against his will.
 
One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we must speak up to defend our
rights. We do not need to keep silent when others do wrong to us. Allah (swt) gave us a tounge
and lips for a reason. It is so that we would use them to speak the words that are pleasing to Him
(swt). It is so that we would use them to speak the Truth. It is so that we would use them to
defend our selves and our honor. This is what Yusuf (as) did. He (as) did not want to  do evil to
anyone. He (as) did not want to hurt anyone. But he (as) did not keep silent when she accused
him of a crime that he (as) did not commit. Yusuf (as) used the tounge that Allah (swt) gave him
(as) to speak the Truth. To speak to defend his rights as a human being.
 
Allah (swt) then says “And a witness from her family bore witness “If his shirt is torn
from the front then she speaks the truth and he is from the liars””. It seems that at
this point  the Aziz consulted his close relatives as to what should be done with this situation. He
was not sure who to believe since both his wife and Yusuf (as) gave contradictory testimonies as
to what  had happened. Notice that he did not simply believe his wife even though she was his wife
and she was the first to speak and she was more forceful in her testimony. He did not simply
believe  her but he investigated the matter further. There are several reasons for this. One could
be because the man knew that Yusuf (as) was an honorable person. Remember that he had
chosen Yusuf (as) as a child when he saw something special in this young boy. Another reason
could be because the man had reason to suspect his wife. We will see more about this later Insha
Allah. In the end however this man gives Yusuf (as) a chance when he decides to investigate the
matter further. He does not simply believe his wife and side with her only because she is his wife.
One of the people whom the Aziz consults gives him a solution to his problem. Allah (swt) describes
this person as “a witness from her family”. So we know that this person is from the family of
the wife of the Aziz. That is all that we know about this person because the text does not give us
anymore information. Some scholars have speculated on who this person is. Some say that it was
her cousin, and some even say that it was a baby in the cradle. But we cannot accept these
opinions because they are only based on speculation. If Allah (swt) did not tell us in the ayah or
the Prophet (saw) did not tell us in an authentic hadith then how can we put an opinion down from
our minds? We should always remember that we are learning this Surah so that we can be guided
to Allah (swt). We are not learning about it to satisfy our curiosity or to be entertained or to know
history. If Allah (swt) wanted us to know the identity of this person then He (swt) would have told
us through an ayah or a hadith of the Prophet (saw). Since Allah (swt) did not tell us then we
know that we do not need to know who this person is in order to get the benefit of this ayah. It is
enough for us to know that it was a relative of the wife of the Aziz. Allah (swt) describes this
person as a witness because their suggestion allowed the Aziz to find out the culprit in the crime.
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person as a witness because their suggestion allowed the Aziz to find out the culprit in the crime.
Just like a witness is called upon to establish the guilt of a culprit in court, this person helped to
establish the guilt of the wife of the Aziz.
 
Allah (swt) decreed for this witness to be from her family to establish the absolute innocence of
Yusuf (as) in this matter. Allah (swt) is showing us that even when the witness comes from the
family of the wife of the Aziz it was still established that Yusuf (as) was innocent and that she was
guilty. This shows us how even when all fates seem to be turned against a person that Allah (swt)
is still with them. This witness could easily have convinced the Aziz to prosecute Yusuf (as) since
this witness came from her family. But that did not happen. Allah (swt) decreed that there be a
person of justice in her family. Against all odds there was a person of justice and fairness in her
family. One who put forward a fair and just way in which the truth could be established. This
shows how Allah (swt) was always there for His (swt)’s noble prophet. Even when the Aziz went to
the house of his wife’s family looking for a solution to this problem, even at that moment, Allah
(swt) was there for Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) is the One Who decreed that the Aziz would speak to
this person through which the innocence of Yusuf (as) could be established. So we too have to
always believe that Allah (swt) will be there for us. At any time and at any place Allah (swt) will
always be there for us and He (swt) will look out for us and make sure that justice is done for us.
May Allah (swt) will it to be so! May Allah (swt) be there for us like He (swt) was there for Yusuf
(as)!
 
As we see from the ayah the solution that the witness from her family proposes is that if Yusuf
(as)’s shirt is torn from the front then it indicates that he (as) was guilty. It indicates that the wife
of the Aziz speaks the truth and that he (as) is from the liars. However if his shirt is torn from the
back then it clearly shows his innocence. It shows that she is the one who has lied and that Yusuf
(as) is from the truthful. This is because if his shirt was torn from the front then it shows that
Yusuf (as) was attacking her and that she tore his shirt in the struggle. However if his shirt was
torn from the back then it shows that he (as) was running away from her and that she tore his
shirt while he (as) was running. This was in fact what happened and this was what was shown for
all to see. Thus does Allah (swt) make the Truth manifest for His (swt)’s righteous servants! We
can also note from these ayahs the special emphasis that Allah (swt) places on the shirt of Yusuf
(as). Allah (swt) speaks of the shirt of Yusuf (as) in several places of this Surah. The shirt of Yusuf
(as) is how Yaqoob (as) knew that his son was still alive. The shirt of Yusuf (as) is what shows his
innocence here. Later on we will also see how the shirt of Yusuf (as) restores the vision of Yaqoob
(as). All of this shows how special the shirt of Yusuf (as) is. We can take a general lesson from this
about the excellence of garments and clothing. Allah (swt) gave us our clothing for a reason. It is
not only to protect us from the cold but it also to preserve our modesty. This is the main reason
why we have clothes. It is so that we can preserve our chastity and our honor. It is so that we
can remain pure for the sake of Allah (swt). So we should always be thankful to Allah (swt) for this
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can remain pure for the sake of Allah (swt). So we should always be thankful to Allah (swt) for this
blessing of garments that He (swt) has given us. This thankfulness must be manifested in our
using our clothes to be modest and humble. We should not show off to others by wearing
expensive clothes. We should not seek to attract members of the opposite gender through our
clothing. Rather our clothing must always be modest and humble. It must be a way in which we
worship and serve Allah (swt). Although we should always try to look presentable by wearing clean
and acceptable clothing, we should not allow that clothing to be a means of displaying our wealth
or beauty. We must never allow our clothes to make us arrogant. We should always remember
that the purpose of our clothes is to preserve our modesty. So both men and women should try to
wear the most modest clothing that covers them well. Insha Allah in this way even the clothing
that we wear can be part of our servitude to Allah (swt).
 
In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us the trial that Yusuf (as) had to face with the wife
of the Aziz. Allah (swt) shows us all that this noble prophet had to go through. Through this Allah
(swt) reminds us once again that this life is a trial. It is a place of testing where we demonstrate
our patience and our determination for Allah (swt). For every moment you are faced with a choice
of if you want to turn towards Allah (swt) and strive to please Him (swt) or if you want to turn
away from Him (swt). There are many forces that are working to take us away from Allah (swt). In
this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to one of them. Allah (swt) begins by telling us how the
Aziz realized the Truth when he saw the shirt of Yusuf (as). When he took the advice of the
witness from her family and saw that the shirt was torn from the back then he knew the Truth. He
knew that it was she who had attempted to seduce Yusuf (as). He knew that it was she who
approached him (as). He knew that Yusuf (as) was completely innocent and blameless in this
matter. He knew all of this only by looking at the shirt of Yusuf (as). Thus does Allah (swt) bring
out the Truth and do justice for His (swt)’s sincere servants. Just think about it for a moment.
There was no human being present to witness the evil that this woman did. There was no one who
saw that it was she who did the evil and then it was she who tried to blame Yusuf (as). But still
Allah (swt) exposed the crime that she did for all to see. Allah (swt) did it through her own hands
for it she who ripped the shirt.
 
When the Aziz realized what his wife had done he then said, “Surely this is a plot of you
women, surely your plot is great”. Without a doubt one of the greatest of trials that men
have to face in the life of this world is the trial of women. On the one hand we have the desire for
women. Men desire women with a powerful and passionate desire. This desire is so strong that it
often takes them away from Allah (swt). Only the sincere and only the chosen are saved from this
trial. We saw in the previous ayahs how Yusuf (as) was one of these. Because of his sincerity and
his humility Allah (swt) saved this noble prophet from that trial. But this desire that men have for
women is only part of their trial. Another aspect of the trial of women is their guile and their
cunning. Their planning and their scheming. Allah (swt) brings our attention in this ayah to this.
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cunning. Their planning and their scheming. Allah (swt) brings our attention in this ayah to this.
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that the planning and plotting of women is great. This whole affair
that just transpired was all from the plotting and planning of the wife of the Aziz. She desired
Yusuf (as). She thought that since she was so beautiful and so wealthy and so noble that she was
entitled to him (as). She did not care for her husband. She did not care for their marriage. She did
not care for her family. And she especially did not care for Allah (swt). All that she cared about was
satisfying her lusts and desires. So this whole affair was from her plan. We also see from here that
she did not care for Yusuf (as) as well. She did not love Yusuf (as) with a true love. Rather her
love was just her lusts, her lusts overflowing with desire. That was why everything that happened
was part of her plan. She planned from the beginning to tempt Yusuf (as) in this way. If he (as)
rejected her then from the beginning she had this plan to accuse him of this crime. She wanted to
make him (as) suffer for his rejection of her. This is why she knew immediately to rip his shirt when
he tried to flee from her and she knew immediately what to say to her husband when they saw
him. This was all from her plan, and Allah (swt) reminds us in this ayah that the planning of women
is great indeed.
 
Thus the lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that the planning and scheming of
women is great indeed. We are by no means saying that all women are evil. There have been many
righteous and sincere women. Women who were very close to Allah (swt). Women who lived their
lives only to please Him (swt). Women who were much better than most men including you and me.
So it is not that all women are evil. Rather what we believe that Allah (swt) is telling us is that
when women scheme then their scheming and their plots are truly great. Women are the greatest
of planners and schemers. Women know this power that they have over men. Women know that
men desire them greatly. So this makes many women arrogant and jealous. They think that they
are entitled to everything and to get what they want they will plot and plan great schemes. There
is no end and no limit to their plots and schemes. They will do everything and anything. They do
not care who they have to hurt or injure in the process. They will even take us away from Allah
(swt) and such would be the worst of tragedies.. Allah (swt) warns us in this ayah. May Allah (swt)
allow us to heed this warning!.
 
[29] Now the Truth has been brought out. Now the Aziz knows what really happened. He knows
that it was his own wife who tried to seduce Yusuf (as). He knows that Yusuf (as) was truthful and
that he did not approach her in any way. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to what the
Aziz says when he found out this Truth. Pay close attention to what he says, because his words
show us that even though he was an honest and just man the evil of his society still affected him
as well. The words of the Aziz show the attitude that the people at that time had towards crimes
such as this. It shows us how corrupt such societies had become. It shows us how distant they
were from Allah (swt). When Allah (swt) shows us such people we then have look at ourselves and
ask how far we are from such societies. Societies where major sins were taken lightly. Societies
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ask how far we are from such societies. Societies where major sins were taken lightly. Societies
where the people had become numb to how disgusting such acts are. Allah (swt) tells us how the
Aziz said “Yusuf turn away from this”. So here we see that the Aziz tells Yusuf (as) to turn
away from this incident. In other words he tells Yusuf (as) to forget about what happened. To
pretend as if it never happened. Not only that but his words also imply that he is telling Yusuf (as)
not to tell anyone about what happened. So we see that he wants to keep this a secret. He does
not want the public to find out that his own wife tried to seduce his own slave. Of course this is
the behavior that we would expect from him. What nobleman would want the people to find out
that his own wife tried to seduce a slave? It is an insult to his honor in so many ways. That is why
he tells Yusuf (as) to ignore what happened and to forget about it.
 
Then the man says to his wife “(O my wife) seek forgiveness for your sin, Surely you
have been of the sinners”. This is all that he says to her. This is all that he does. She just tried
to sleep with another man. She just tried to have another man touch her. She has shown such
disregard for him and for their marriage. She has done all of this and all that he can say are these
few words. This shows us how he does not care for what happened. He does not think it as a big
deal that his wife just tried to commit adultery. The scholars also ask us to look at his words
“Surely you have been of the sinners”. Notice that he uses the words “have been” instead
of the word “are”. This shows us that this woman has been guilty of this kind of crime before. In
other words she has committed adultery before. She has committed adultery and her husband
knows about it.
 
This shows us that adultery was an accepted practice in their society. It was normal for both the
husband and the wife to have relationships outside of marriage. Husbands and wives would both
have extramarital affairs and no one would care much for it. No one thought of it as a big problem.
It was a society in which the most displeasing of acts to Allah (swt) were committed and no one
thought anything about it. No one thought that they would one day have to return to Allah (swt)
and answer for these actions. They just blindly followed their lusts and desires. This reminds us
once again how Shaitan cannot only mislead individuals but even entire societies. So here in the
words of the Aziz, Allah (swt) is showing us the society of the ignorant. The society of those who
are heedless of Him (swt). The society where everyone follows their desires and the land as a
whole does not submit to Allah (swt). Does this remind you of any society that you know today?
 
When the society as a whole is corrupt in such a way then the society itself needs to be reformed.
This is because even if there are good people in such societies they will still be affected by the evil
around them. Just look at the Aziz for example. From what we have seen so far he seems to be a
good person. He took Yusuf (as) into his home and gave him (as) a comfortable residence and he
also did not blame Yusuf (as) immediately for what happened without investigating the matter
further. So he seems to be a good person. But we can also see that he has been affected by the
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further. So he seems to be a good person. But we can also see that he has been affected by the
evil of the society around him. He has been affected to such a degree that his wife just tried to
commit adultery and he does not think much of it. He sees it as a normal and expected behavior
from her. He knows that she has done it in the past and now she has just tried to do it one more
time. This indifference that this man has to the enormous sin that his wife has committed is
because the society has taught him that adultery is acceptable. The society has taught him that
he is just an animal that lives for the satisfaction of his desires and so is she. This is why he does
not think much of it when his wife tried to commit this terrible crime. This is how heedless he has
become of Allah (swt) and the laws of Allah (swt). So he is affected by the evil of the society
around him. Thus in order to save the people from such societies we first have to change the
society itself. Only when the society as a whole is purified will the people within that society be
purified. This is because the people are affected by the evil of the society. Anytime that you mix
that which is pure with that which is filth it will always be that the filth will consume and spoil the
pure. Such is the nature of filth, it spreads and contaminates everything around it. Now we know
that in order to change the society you first have to change the government that rules over that
society. The government is what determines what is and what is not permitted in the society. The
government is what determines what will be allowed to exist in the society and what will not be
allowed to exist. So in essence the government is what determines how the people in the society
think and how the people behave. For example today one reason why adultery and relationships
outside of marriage are rampant in our society is because the government has not outlawed such
actions. It is permissible according to the law of the land for such reprehensible crimes to be
committed. Not only does the government permit such crimes but it even encourages them. The
governments of most Muslim countries today do nothing to encourage women to dress modestly
to say nothing of forcing them to cover their entire bodies as Allah (swt) has commanded them to.
The governments also permit all sorts of illicit and explicit images to be portrayed on all forms of
media. When all of this present is it then any surprise that the people behave in this way? When all
of this is present is it then any surprise that adultery is becoming common even among Muslim
societies? When adultery is present in the society then all of the other evils that accompany it are
also present. Evils such as a high divorce rate, families that are broken, drug and alcohol use, and
the abuse and neglect of children. This is to say nothing of the depression and sadness as we all
as the anxiety and fear that such crimes bring about. When a family is broken or made to go
through such trials everyone in the family suffers, especially the children. When the family is in
shambles then what can you say about the society that family is a part of? As we from this ayah
even the good people are affected by this evil because of the society in which they live. So in
order to purify our societies of this evil we first have to work to replace the governments that
permit such evil to exist. The governments that do not rule by the Law of Allah (swt). The
governments that are heedless of Him (swt) and that allow the human being to legislate. Only
when we do so will our society as a whole become pure. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace
to cleanse our societies of all of this filth!
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to cleanse our societies of all of this filth!
 
In his tafsir of this ayah Mawdudi also asks us to note how different this account of what
happened to Yusuf (as) is from what is in the Bible and the Talmud. In the Talmud it is written that
Yusuf (as)’s entire shirt just fell of him (as) when the Aziz’s wife touched him. Then after that it is
written that he (as) was running around naked. Does this even sound reasonable to you? Does a
shirt just fall down when someone touches it? Furthermore would a prophet of the Creator walk
around showing his nakedness to everyone? In the Bible it is written that the Aziz himself took this
crime to the court and that it was the judges of the court who ruled that Yusuf (as) was innocent
after they examined his shirt. Does even this sound plausible to you? Would a man like the Aziz go
and tell everyone that his own wife tried to have an affair with his own slave? Even hough he knew
that his wife was not faithful, he still did not want to tell the whole world about it.
 
Especially when the one with whom she tried to have an affair with was a slave from a different
land. Would any nobleman do this? So we see from here how different the Quran is to the Jewish
and Christian scriptures. Our Book says one thing and theirs says something else, how then can
they be from the same source? Rather this clearly shows us that they are not from the same
source. Their books have been tainted by the hands and the desires of men while ours is purely
from Allah (swt). Their Books have been mixed with falsehood while ours is purely the Truth. This
difference in the account also shows us that the Quran was not copied from their books as many
Orientalists claim. If it were the case that the Prophet (saw) or anyone else would have copied the
Quran from the Jewish and Christian scriptures then you would not have seen such obvious
discrepancies. Rather you will find them both to be the same. They would both be the same
because one had been copied from the other. But this is not what we find. In fact the more that
you do a comparison between the Quran and their Books the more differences that you would find.
Not only would they be different but you would always find that what is in the Quran is always
more plausible. For example there are many stories in the Bible where the prophets of Allah (swt)
commit lewd and indecent actions such as drinking wine and even incest with their own daughters.
Do these actions seem like the actions that messengers sent by the Creator would do? How can
those sent by the Creator to reform mankind themselves commit such evil? What kind of a model
are they for the people to emulate if they commit such evil? So anyone who does in depth
comparison between the Quran and the Bible would find stark differences between these. This
clearly shows that the Quran was not taken from their books. The Quran is the Truth because it is
from Allah (swt) and their books are falsehood because they are from the imagination of men.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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