
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

 

Waistabaqa albabawaqaddat qameesahu min duburin waalfaya sayyidahalada albabi qalat ma jazao manarada bi-
ahlika soo-an illa an yusjana aw AAathabunaleemun
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:25] And they both raced to the door, and she tore his shirt from behind, and they found her lord
at that door. She said “What is the recompense for one who desires evil with your family except that
he be imprisoned or a painful torment”.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us what happened when Yusuf (as) was  faced with this
severe temptation. We saw in the previous ayah how the wife of the Aziz had a strong desire for
Yusuf (as) and how she locked herself in a room with him (as) and openly called him (as) to her. Yusuf
(as) would also have had a strong desire for her if he had not seen the evidence of his Lord. But since
Yusuf (as) was certain in his Iman he (as) was able to control himself at that moment when most men
would have failed. This enabling grace with which he (as) saved himself from sin came only from Allah
(swt). In reality it was only Allah (swt) Who turned this evil and fowl act away from Yusuf (as). This
was because Yusuf (as) was one of His (swt)’s chosen and sincere servants. In this ayah Allah (swt)
tells us what happened next. Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And they both raced to the
door”. Yusuf (as) soon saw that there was no way that he (as) could make her change her mind. He
(as) saw that she was determined to have him (as). So he (as) ran away. He (as) ran away from this
trial and temptation. Yusuf (as) raced for the door with all of the strength that he (as) had, and she
raced after him (as). One lesson that we can take from this is to realize that when we see that we do
not have the strength to overcome a temptation then we must flee from it. We must flee from it like
we would flee from a terrible monster. We should realize that any sin that we might commit is the
displeasure of Allah (swt) and we should fear the displeasure more than anything else. Because the
displeasure of Allah (swt) is distance from Allah (swt) and the displeasure of Allah (swt) is the Fire. May
Allah (swt) save us from the Fire! This is especially true for sins of a sexual nature. We know that we
are weak. We know that we may fall at any minute. So just like Yusuf (as) we mustrun.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “and she tore his shirt from behind”. As Yusuf (as) was running away, the
wife of the Aziz tore his shirt. Some scholars like Ibn Kathir say that she tore it so much that the
entire shirt fell off. Allah (swt) Knows best! The scholars also differ as to whether the shirt was torn by
accident or on purpose. The stronger opinion seems to be that it was torn on purpose since there is
nothing in the language of the ayah to indicate that it was only torn by mistake. As we will see in the
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nothing in the language of the ayah to indicate that it was only torn by mistake. As we will see in the
next part of the ayah, she wanted to implicate Yusuf (as) for this crime. Now that Yusuf (as) had
rejected her, she was furious at him (as). She wanted to make him (as) as the guilty party and that is
why she tore his shirt from the back as he (as) tried to run away from her.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “and they found her lord at that door”. Just when Yusuf (as) and this
woman reached the door they found her husband there. See how Allah (swt) plays out the fates of
people. What was the chance that this man would be at the door at the exact moment when Yusuf
(as) and his wife reached the door? It was not chance but it was the Decree of Allah (swt). Allah (swt)
decreed for the Aziz to return home at the exact moment when Yusuf (as) and his wife were racing for
the door. You might think that in this was another great trial for Yusuf (as). But in fact this was a
means for his exoneration and it was a means for the Truth to be brought out.
 
Allah (swt) then tells us “She said “What is the recompense for one who desires evil with
your family except that he be imprisoned or a painful torment””. At the moment when the
door was opened and the Aziz was standing there, this woman immediately spoke. She knew what a
great sin she had done. She knew that she had betrayed her husband. So she wanted to clear her
name as quickly as possible. Before the Aziz even had time to think about what he saw  before him she
already spoke. She accused Yusuf (as) of trying to commit evil with her. She declares to her husband
as to what should be the fitting punishment for Yusuf (as)? The one who according to her had tried evil
with his family. Notice that she does not even say “wife” but she says “family”. This is her trying to
show the Aziz how Yusuf (as) had not only attacked his wife but also his whole family. This shows us
that when any kind of inappropriate action happens to break a marriage it is not only the husband and
wife who suffer but it is the entire family. Everyone in the family feels the pain of this evil. So this
woman was trying to show the Aziz how Yusuf (as) had not only attacked her but that he (as) had
attacked his whole family. She was trying to direct the anger and the fury of the Aziz towards Yusuf
(as) so that she would be safe and blameless. To reach this goal she was willing to speak any lie.
 
Notice the evil of this woman here. Not only does she not admit the wrong that she did. In addition to
that she lies and she blames Yusuf (as) for this terrible crime. To her own husband she lies and says
that Yusuf (as) was the one who tried to do evil with her when in fact it was she who tried to do evil
with him. Not only this but she even has the audacity to declare the
punishment that should be administered on Yusuf (as) for what he (as) supposedly did. She says that
he (as) should be imprisoned or be given a painful punishment. The scholars say that the “painful
punishment” in this ayah refers to whipping. She wants Yusuf (as) to be whipped several times for a
crime that he (as) did not commit. She wants this innocent young man to suffer pain and humiliation
because of something that she herself did.
 
Notice however that she does not propose death as one of the punishments. Death was a common
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Notice however that she does not propose death as one of the punishments. Death was a common
punishment for crimes such as these, especially when committed by a slave. But this woman does not
propose death as a punishment. This is because she still lusted after him (as). Even though Yusuf (as)
had rejected her and even though she had been discovered by her husband trying to do this evil act
she still desires him (as) and she still desires to do evil with him (as). So strong was her desire that
even after all of this she still does not give up on Yusuf (as). This serves to remind us once again of
how perfect a human being Yusuf (as) was because of his nearness to Allah (swt) and it also shows us
how she was one who was a slave to her desires. One who would do anything only to satisfy herself.
 
However without a doubt the punishment that she proposed for Yusuf (as) was still severe. Prison was
a place of deprivation and torture and whipping was pain upon pain. So why then did she propose this
punishment for Yusuf (as) if she still desired him (as)? One reason for this of course was because she
wanted to save herself. She did not want to face the penalty for what she had done. But another
reason was her anger and fury at Yusuf (as) for his rejecting her. She a noble woman and one of
exceeding wealth and beauty had offered herself freely to Yusuf (as) and he (as) had turned her
down. This created in her a hatred and anger unlike any other. There is some truth to the saying that
“hell knows no fury like a woman’s scorn”. Because Yusuf (as) had rejected her and remained true to
Allah (swt), she then hated him (as). She wanted to see him suffer and be in pain. Such was the anger
and the rage that consumed her. That was why she wanted to make Yusuf (as) suffer this terrible
punishment of prison or whipping. One lesson that we can take from this is to see how terrible the
anger of women can be. This vile rancor is something that exists in the hearts of those women who
are heedless of their Creator. Of course this feeling exists in both men and women but women are
especially prone to it. They are especially prone to this anger and scorn. So our sisters need to be
especially careful of this. They must learn to control their anger and their bitterness towards others.
They must attach their hearts to Allah (swt) and realize how nothing else matters except Him (swt).
So if you are a sister and you ever have this feeling within you then know that it is a feeling from
Shaitan. Know that the women who have this feeling and who act on this feeling are not those whom
Allah (swt) is pleased with. Try to the best of your ability to clean your heart of this feeling. May
Allah(swt) give this enabling grace to all of our sisters!.
 
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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