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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:24] And surely she desired (to do evil with) him, and he would have desired (to do evil with) her
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[12:24] And surely she desired (to do evil with) him, and he would have desired (to do evil with) her
had he not seen the evidence of his Lord. Thus it was that We may turn away evil and indecency from
him. Surely he was from our chosen and sincere servants.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In the previous ayah we saw how the wife of the Aziz approached Yusuf (as) with lust and desire. For
a long time she had desired him and for a long time he had resisted her. Finally when she had reached
the point when all other ways of approaching him had failed that was when she had locked all of the
doors and openly called Yusuf (as) to her. She put herself on a platter and offered herself completely
to him (as). She did this despite the fact that she was a
noble woman and he was a slave. This was the level of her desperation. Imagine how difficult it must
have been for Yusuf (as) to resist her at that moment. She was so beautiful. She was so powerful.
She was so noble. She had been so kind to him in the past. He himself was so handsome. He was in
the prime of his youth. He had never tasted the touch of a woman. Do you think that you would have
been able to restrain yourself if you were in that position? Yusuf (as) did. Such was his Sabr and
Taqwa. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us where such Sabr and such Taqwa came from. Contemplate on
the meaning of this ayah and perhaps you can build that same Sabr and Taqwa within yourself. Then
Insha Allah you can save yourself from sin as well the next time that it presents itself to you.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And surely she desired (to do evil with) him”. Of this
fact there was no doubt. She desired Yusuf (as) with the strongest of desire that any woman can
have for any man. She desired to do that unspeakable act with Yusuf (as). As we mentioned before
this was not only because Yusuf (as) was so handsome but also because of his
excellent character. Here we have a child that was sold as a slave. It seems as if the world has
abandoned this child. So because of this Yusuf (as) should have been someone who is filled with anger
and who does not care for the people. One who is always depressed and complaining. But Yusuf (as)
was not like this. Rather he (as) was still so kind and so gentle and so humble and so noble. Always
willing to sacrifice. Always thinking of others instead of himself. This perfect character came because
his heart was attached to Allah (swt). All that Yusuf (as) cared about was that Allah (swt) was pleased
with him (as). This thinking and this attitude made him into the most perfect of human beings. This is
the high rank that Allah (swt) created us to reach. This is the goal towards which we should be
striving. This is the Straight Path that leads to His (swt)’s Pleasure. So because Yusuf (as) was this
perfect human being who was also so handsome the wife of the Aziz loved him (as) more than
anything else. She desired him more than anything else.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “and he would have desired (to do evil with) her had he not seen the
evidence of his Lord”. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us that Yusuf (as) would also have
had a strong desire to do evil with her if had not seen the evidence of his Lord. So if Yusuf (as) had
not seen the evidence of his Lord then he (as) would have approached her to do evil. At that moment
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not seen the evidence of his Lord then he (as) would have approached her to do evil. At that moment
Yusuf (as) also had a desire for her. But he (as) did not even approach her because he had seen the
evidence of his Lord. From this we are first and foremost reminded of the humanity of Yusuf (as). He
(as) was also a human being just like you and me and he also had these desires that we have. From
this we should realize that the models whom Allah (swt) has given us to emulate are not impossible
ideals that we can never reach. We cannot think the prophets and messengers to be angels or some
kind of super natural beings. Rather we have to always believe that they were also human beings just
like we are. They also had the same weaknesses that we have. They also had the same desires that
we have. They also had to walk by putting one foot in front of the other just like we do, they could
not fly or levitate. So we should never think that we can never be like Yusuf (as) or the Prophet (saw).
They were human beings just like us. Of course we will never reach their level. Of course we will fall
where they never fell. We will sin while they never sinned. But we must always keep them as the goal
that we are trying to reach and we must always strive to reach that goal, even if we know that we
are never going to get there. For us to think that we can never be like them because they were some
kind of angels or superhuman is wrong thinking and Allah (swt) shows us why in this ayah. Allah (swt)
shows us in this ayah how Yusuf (as) was human and thus he (as) is a model whom we can strive to
emulate.
 
Unfortunately many Muslims today fail to see this humanity of the prophets. They think that they are
dirty and weak while the prophets and the righteous were holy and pure. This kind of thinking comes
from Hinduism and Judaism and other corrupt beliefs that teach that the divine can exist within the
human. So these Muslims think that the prophets and the righteous had this aspect of the divine in
them that they do not have. Because they have this thinking these Muslims
think that they can never be righteous. They think that they will always be sinners. What is truly
unfortunate is that they never even make the effort to reform themselves. They think that these
models in the Quran whom Allah (swt) has given them to emulate are too high an ideal for them to
reach. They think that they can never be like the prophets so they do not even try. They are just
content being sinners. May Allah (swt) save our Ummah from this thinking! May Allah (swt) help us to
remember that the prophets also were human and we too can come close to their level if we sincerely
try! This is the mission that Allah (swt) has given us in the life of this world! So we see from the ayah
that Yusuf (as) would have desired to do evil with her had he (as) not seen the evidence from his Lord.
The “evidence” in this ayah refers to the signs and
proofs that Allah (swt) had shown him (as) to give him (as) the certainty of conviction in his Iman.
Yusuf (as) believed in Allah (swt). Yusuf (as) believed that he (as) was a prophet of Allah (swt). To
establish this belief Allah (swt) had given him (as) clear signs and proofs. These signs and proofs are
what Allah (swt) refers to in this ayah as “the evidence of his Lord”. Through these signs Yusuf
(as) reached the absolute certainty of conviction in his Iman. He (as) did not have any doubts
whatsoever that Allah (swt) was with him (as) and that Allah (swt) was his Lord. Notice how Allah (swt)
says that he (as) “saw” the evidence of his Lord. This means that Yusuf (as) perceived and sensed the
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says that he (as) “saw” the evidence of his Lord. This means that Yusuf (as) perceived and sensed the
signs that showed him the Truth of his belief. There are countless signs in the universe around us that
show us Allah (swt) if only we would care to look for them.
Yusuf (as) did see these signs and that was how he (as) became the certain in faith. Recall from the
previous ayah how Allah (swt) described Yusuf (as) as one of those who have Ihsan and remember
how the Prophet (saw) has described Ihsan as serving Allah (swt) as though you see Him (swt). This
was the station that Yusuf (as) was at. He (as) was so certain of Allah (swt) that it was almost as if
he (as) could see Him (swt). This was how he (as) was able to keep away from sin. This was how he
(as) was able to restrain himself (as) from this temptation even though his desires were pushing him
towards it.
 
We need to remind ourselves once again that Yusuf (as) did not in any way commit any sin. He (as) did
not even approach her. He (as) did not even have a resolve to approach her. He (as) only had a desire
for her that any man would have had if they had been in his situation. But unlike the vast majority of
men Yusuf (as) did not act on his desires. He (as) controlled himself for the sake of Allah (swt) and this
was only because he (as) had seen the evidence of his Lord. This certainty of belief that Yusuf (as)
had was even stronger than the push of his desires. That was why he (as) was able to control his
desires and stand his ground even though the flames burned within him so strong.
 
So another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that certainty in Iman is the best way to
keep away from sin. The only way that Yusuf (as) was able to keep away from this sin was because he
(as) had seen the clear evidence of his Lord. Through this evidence he (as) was certain beyond the
shadow of a doubt in the Truth of his Iman. So for us to keep away from sin, for us to earn the
Pleasure of Allah (swt), we also need to build within ourselves this certainty. When you are certain
beyond the shadow of a doubt that Allah (swt) Exists and that He (swt) is your Lord and Master and
that you will one Day soon return to Him (swt), do you then think that you will fall into sin all that
often? Of course not. In fact one of the reasons that many people fall into sin time and time again is
because they have serious doubts about their Iman. They are not certain that Allah (swt) is there and
they are even less certain that the Prophet (saw) is the Messenger of Allah (swt). Even though they
claim with their tongues to be Muslims they still have these doubts in their heart. This is why they are
not able to restrain themselves when Shaitan comes and prompts them to evil. They have these
doubts. Especially at that moment when the temptation strikes or especially at that moment when a
calamity of some sort befalls, that is when
these doubts that are deep within their hearts appear. Maybe it is not true they tell themselves.
 
Maybe there is only this one life to live. Maybe the Day of Judgment will never come. Maybe the Quran
is from a human being. These are the dark thoughts that come to them. May Allah (swt) save us from
such doubts! May Allah (swt) strengthen our Iman and make it unbreakable! To save ourselves from
becoming like these people we have to work on building our Iman. The way that we build our Iman and

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


becoming like these people we have to work on building our Iman. The way that we build our Iman and
give ourselves this certainty of faith is first and foremost by earnestly praying to Allah (swt). Allah
(swt) is the One Who guides whomever He (swt) pleases so we have to pray to Him (swt) to increase
us in guidance. We have to pray to Him (swt) to grant us that certainty in faith. Then we have to
strive to do the actions that Allah (swt) is pleased with and we have to strive to stay away from the
actions that He (swt) is displeased with. Allah (swt) will only guide us if He (swt) is pleased with us so
we have to strive to please Him (swt) in everything that we do. Among the best of actions that we
can do to earn the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and to gain the guidance from Him (swt) are the five daily
prayers. In our Salah we have to earnestly ask Allah (swt) to guide us every time we read the Fatihah
Surah. Then in addition to praying to Allah (swt) and striving to do the actions that He (swt) is pleased
with, we can also contemplate and reflect on the signs and proofs that testify to the Truth of this
Message. If we want to know Allah (swt) then everything in the universe is a sign for Him (swt).
Everything demonstrates the fact that it has been created by being limited and dependent. Everything
in this universe is limited in some way and in some way everything is dependent on something other
than itself for its existence. This is true for everything in this universe without exception. If we want
to know that the Prophet (saw) is indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt) then we do not need to look
further than this Quran. Allah (swt) challenges all of mankind to produce even one small Surah like the
Surahs in the Quran if they doubt that this Message is from Him (swt). In over fourteen hundred years
no one has been able to meet this challenge. Insha Allah when we reflect on this fact it will help to
build within ourselves the certainty of faith. In addition to this there are
countless other signs that Allah (swt) has given us with which we can reach certainty concerning the
Truth of this Message. Everything from the changing of night and day and the perfect system that
operates our universe to the very life story of our beloved Messenger (saw). If you were to study and
contemplate on any of these then Insha Allah you will find your Iman become stronger and stronger.
This then is how we can build our Iman and know for sure that what we believe is
true. So through these signs, and through our prayer, and through our righteous actions we seek to
build our Iman and we seek that absolute conviction in what we believe. Once we have that certainty
of faith then Insha Allah we will be able to withstand the greatest of trials and temptations. May Allah
(swt) guide us to that!
 
Then in the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “Thus it was that We may turn away evil and
indecency from him”. Here Allah (swt) reminds us that it was only He (swt) Who saved Yusuf (as)
from this trial. Allah (swt) gave Yusuf (as) this certainty of faith and through that He (swt) turned
away from him (as) all evil and indecency. This reminds us once again that it is Allah (swt) Who guides
our hearts. It is Allah (swt) Who gives us this certainty of faith. It is Allah (swt) Who turns evil and
immorality away from us. So if we want to be saved from sin then we should always be turning to Allah
(swt). Sin and temptations are always chasing us. They are always calling us to do evil and immorality.
They are always calling us to do the actions that are displeasing to Allah (swt). The only way that we
can save ourselves from them is by humbly turning to Allah (swt) and asking Him (swt) to save us from
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can save ourselves from them is by humbly turning to Allah (swt) and asking Him (swt) to save us from
them. Only Allah (swt) can grant us that certainty of faith, that enabling grace, that determination
and willpower, with which we can resist the temptations. So it is only Allah (swt) Who can turn away all
this evil and indecency away from us. Even to escape the smallest of sins we need the Help and
Support of Allah (swt)!
 
Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying “Surely he was from our chosen and sincere
servants”. Why did Allah (swt) save Yusuf (as) from this sin? Why did Allah (swt) guide Yusuf (as) to
this certainty of faith with which he (as) was able to resist the strongest of temptations? It was only
because Yusuf (as) was one of His (swt)’s sincere and chosen servants. Yusuf (as) was sincere. He
(as) wanted to serve his Lord and Master. He (as) knew that his creation had a purpose. He (as) knew
that life was not simply enjoying pleasures without caring about anyone else. He (as) knew that the
purpose of life was to worship and serve Allah (swt). Since a young age, Yusuf (as) realized this fact.
That is why even in his youth he (as) was so
humble and so kind. That is why he (as) was so beloved by his father. So because Yusuf (as) had this
sincerity to worship and serve Allah (swt) that was why He (swt) chose him. Allah (swt) chose Yusuf
(as) to be one of the prophets. And because Allah (swt) had chosen Yusuf (as) to be a prophet that is
why He (swt) gave him (as) the certainty of Iman and He (swt) turned all evil and indecency away from
him (as). Thus does Allah (swt) protect all of His (swt)’s prophets and
messengers from all sin and wrongdoing.
 
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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