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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:23] And she in whose house he was in rawadat him against his soul, and she bolted the doors and
said “Haytha”, he said “I seek refuge in Allah, surely He is my Lord, and He has made good my home.
Surely the Dhalimoon are never successful”.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about another trial that Yusuf (as) had to face and this trial  was even
more severe than the previous one. As difficult as the previous trial was where Yusuf (as) was
separated from his father and put in a deep well by his own brothers, this trial was even greater. The
reason why Allah (swt) tells us about these trials is to remind once again that this earth is a place of
testing. So we should expect to face trials and we should expect to face difficulty in it. We should
never expect to find eternal joy in this world. Rather we should realize that this world is only a place of
testing and that the true abode is only in the Hereafter. The true happiness and joy is only in the
Hereafter. So by telling us about these trials that Yusuf (as) had to face Allah (swt) is telling us that
we also have to expect the same. Such is nature of this world.
When we see what Yusuf (as) had to go through we also realize how fortunate we are in that Allah
(swt) did not put us through a trial as great.
 
Another reason for telling us about these trials that the noble prophets faced is so that we can take
these prophets as examples and turn to Allah (swt) just like they did. It was only Allah (swt) that
Yusuf (as) turned to through these trials. As the trial became more and more severe, Yusuf (as) only
turned to his Lord more and more. Yusuf (as) knew that only Allah (swt) could save him so he (as)
turned to his Lord even more. This is also how we must be. We also must be turning to Allah (swt) to
save us from all of the trials and hardships that we face. The greater the trial becomes the more that
we should be turning to Allah (swt). In Allah (swt) there is a solace that is unlike anything else. But
how many people know this? How many people suffer unnecessarily without realizing that their Lord is
very close? He (swt) would save them from their
misery if only they would turn to Him (swt).
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And she in whose house he was in rawadat him against
his soul”. The pronoun “she” in this ayah refers to the wife of the Aziz whom we had learned about in
the previous ayah. She was the wife of this powerful and wealthy minister and she was also the one
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the previous ayah. She was the wife of this powerful and wealthy minister and she was also the one
who had taken care of Yusuf (as) since he (as) was a youth. Recall from the previous ayah how the
Aziz had commanded her to take good care of Yusuf (as) and to make sure that his stay in their house
was comfortable. So she was the one who had cared for him (as) and been kind to him (as) since he
(as) was a young boy.
 
Now several years had passed since Yusuf (as) had come to her house as a young child. Now he (as)
had grown up into a handsome and intelligent young man. Not only was Yusuf (as) handsome but he
(as) was the most handsome of all human beings to ever walk on the face of this earth. The Prophet
(saw) said of Yusuf (as) that he (as) had been given half of all beauty. So if you take all of the beauty
that has ever existed in this world half of it has been given to this noble prophet. Such is the gifts
that Allah (swt) gives even in this world to those whom He (swt) is pleased with.
 
The handsomeness of Yusuf (as) was so great that it was almost impossible for any woman to resist
him (as). That was why this wife of the Aziz, this woman who was already married, this woman who
had taken care of Yusuf (as) almost like a mother, was now terribly attracted to him (as). It was not
only the handsomeness and beauty of Yusuf (as) that attracted
her but even his character and morals. Recall from the previous ayah how Allah (swt) described him
(as) as having Ihsan. This means that he (as) was always among those who always remembered Allah
(swt). Everything that he (as) did was only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). So even in the way
that Yusuf (as) behaved she must have noted his impeccable character and high morals. His nobility
shined through even in the way that he (as) acted and dealt with people. Thus she saw what a perfect
human being he (as) was. Kind and selfless. Respectful and obedient. In no way tarnished by all of the
despicable character traits that are found in most men. All of this was on top of his beauty and
handsomeness. So she found him to be too much to resist. That was why she not only thought about
him (as), and she not only desired him (as), but she lusted after Yusuf (as) with the strongest of lust
that any woman can possibly have for a man. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that she “rawadat him
against his soul”. The word rawadat means to subtly imply the possibility of some indecent action.
So she implicitly suggested to Yusuf (as) that she had this desire for him (as). She hinted at the idea
that they should go further with this thought. It was by no means an open invitation but merely a
suggestion. But from the words “against his soul” we can see that Yusuf (as) was opposing all her
advances. She was trying to come closer and closer to Yusuf (as) and he (as) was taking himself
further and further away from her. So from this part of the ayah we can take the meaning that for a
long time this woman was subtly trying to seduce Yusuf (as) and invite him (as) to sin, and for a long
time Yusuf (as) was resisting her. We can imply from the ayah that this must have been going on for
months if not years.
 
We should now remind ourselves how difficult it must have been for Yusuf (as) to resist this woman.
First of all she desired him with such a powerful desire. So she must have been relentless in her quest

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


First of all she desired him with such a powerful desire. So she must have been relentless in her quest
for him. She must have presented her desire to him and her desire to do something forbidden not once
but on several occasions. So Yusuf (as) had to resist her again and again for a sustained period of
time. This is what true Sabr is. It does not simply mean that you fight your desires on one occasion or
another but it means that you constantly and repeatedly fight your desires. Again and again
temptation will present itself to you and again and again you must fight it. This is what Sabr is and this
is what Yusuf (as) had. So she presented herself to him subtly many times and many times he turned
her down. Then in addition to this was the fact that
she was both beautiful and noble. Not only was she an extremely beautiful woman but she was also of
the high-class of the society. What man would not desire a woman of such elegance and aristocracy?
Then in addition to that was the fact that she was his master. In the ayah Allah (swt) describes her as
“she in whose house he was”. This shows that he was in her house and he was her property. In
other words she had complete authority over him (as). Then in addition to that was the fact that she
had been kind and generous to him (as). She is the one who had cared for him (as) since childhood. So
Yusuf (as) knew that he (as) was causing her pain and humiliating her by his rejection of her. Then in
addition to this was the fact that he (as) was in the prime of his youth and he (as) did not have any
other avenues with which to satisfy his lusts and
desires. Yusuf (as) had these feelings just like any other man, but because he (as) was still a slave and
because he was poor he could not get married. So he (as) did not have any other way to satisfy these
urges that men have. Thus we see so many factors pushing Yusuf (as) to commit this forbidden and
fowl act but still he (as) kept away from it for the sake of Allah (swt). This was only because his heart
was attached to Allah (swt). Yusuf (as)’s Iman in Allah (swt) and his love and fear of Allah (swt) gave
him (as) this Sabr. Yusuf (as) was able to have Sabr and keep away from this sin not for days or weeks
or months but for many years. Years. This is what Sabr is. May Allah (swt) give us the Sabr of Yusuf
(as)!
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how pleasing it is to Allah (swt) for us to fight
away our sexual desires and keep patience for Him (swt). The sexual desire is one of the strongest of
desires that a human being can have. Although we will never die if this desire is not satiated, it still
burns within us so strong. But when we know Allah (swt), when we live for Allah (swt), when we love
and fear Allah (swt) more than anything else in this world then we have
a feeling within us that is even stronger than this desire. This feeling is our Taqwa of Allah (swt). So
Allah (swt) loves it when we build our relationship with Him (swt). When we come so close to Him (swt)
that these desires no longer bother us. When we come so close to Him (swt) that we are able to fight
away the temptation when it presents itself to us. This was the high level that Yusuf (as) was at and
Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah that He (swt) likes for us to strive to
reach that level as well.
 
This is by no means easy. There are so many temptations in today’s society. It is not only the fact

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


This is by no means easy. There are so many temptations in today’s society. It is not only the fact
that women walk in the streets naked while purposely showing off their beauty, it is not only the fact
that sex is marketed freely on all forms of media, but it is also that this culture of Capitalism
encourages consumption and instant gratification. The culture teaches you that you are the most
important person in the world and that your needs and desires need to be satisfied.
This culture makes you forget about Allah (swt). It makes you forget about the Day of Judgment on
which you will return to Him (swt) and be accountable for all that you have done. It just teaches you
to live for today as if tomorrow will never come. So to reach this level of Taqwa and Sabr that Yusuf
(as) had is by no means easy for the Muslim in today’s society. But we have to always remember that
Allah (swt) created us to struggle. We have to always remember that the
Garden is not cheap. The Pleasure of Allah (swt) is not cheap. How much do you think that you have
to do to impress a Being like Him (swt) and to make Him (swt) pleased with you? It is difficult but the
Pleasure of Allah (swt) makes it a worthwhile effort.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “and she bolted the doors and said ‘Haytha’”. So
all of this time the wife of the Aziz was subtly trying to seduce Yusuf (as). She did not openly extend
an invitation to him (as) but rather she subtly suggested her desire to him and she subtly suggested
her desire to do that forbidden action. We have to remember that she was a woman of nobility and so
it was not becoming of her to have this kind of desire for a slave. At that time any kind of sexual
actions with slaves was looked down upon and considered to be the worst of taboos. Slaves were
thought of as objects and looked down upon so it was not unacceptable for anyone to have
relationships with them. It was especially unacceptable for the women in their society. But still the wife
of the Aziz lusted after Yusuf (as). Perhaps the only circumstance worse for her than having sexual
intercourse with a slave was for her to present herself openly to him.
Was for her to be the one initiate such indecency. So her honor and her pride prevented her from
presenting herself openly to Yusuf (as). That was why she made these subtle suggestions at him in
the hope that he would come for her. Then in her mind it would not be so great an evil on her part
because she would not have been the one who pursued him. But when all of her attempts to seduce
Yusuf (as) subtly failed, she now had no other choice. Her desire for him burned so
strong and at this point she no longer cared for her nobility and her status. That is why in this ayah
Allah (swt) describes for us how she openly presented herself to him (as).
 
First Allah (swt) tells us how she bolted the doors. Notice here how she does not simply close the doors
but she bolts them. She fastens and locks them so that no one can possibly enter the room where the
two of them were in. Also notice that it is not only one door but there are many doors. So she closes
and locks securely not one but many doors. The meaning that we get here is that Yusuf (as) and this
woman are in a place of complete privacy. No other human being can enter, no other human being can
even hear or see what they are doing. It is a place of complete privacy and seclusion. So if Yusuf (as)
had fear of any person, even a fear of her husband, he (as) would not have to worry about it at that
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had fear of any person, even a fear of her husband, he (as) would not have to worry about it at that
moment because there was no way possible for anyone to enter in on them. It was a setting of
complete privacy. Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how dangerous
it is for a man and woman to be along together in private. In Islam it is completely forbidden for any
man to be alone with a woman who is not his wife or close relative. This is because the Prophet (saw)
has clearly told us that when a man and woman are alone together then Shaitan is the third among
them. So it is a sin for a man and woman to be alone together for even a moment. For you to
purposely spend in one moment alone with a woman who is not your wife or close relative is a great
sin. But in addition to this alone being a sin there is also the possibility of this setting leading to even
greater sins. There is always a natural desire that is present between any man and
woman. So when you are alone with a member of the opposite sex then Shaitan will fuel this desire
and entice you to sin. In an instant he will take control of your limbs and make you do an action that is
most displeasing to your Lord and Master. May Allah (swt) save us from that! This is why we must make
every effort to never be in private with a member of the opposite sex. May Allah (swt) give us the
enabling grace to do that!
 
After she bolts the doors the wife of the Aziz says to Yusuf (as) “Haytha”. There are two meanings
that this word gives. One meaning is “come to me” and the other meaning is “I am ready”. So this is
the most direct and open of invitations. Now there is no more subtlety and games. Now she is directly
calling Yusuf (as) to come to her so that the two of them can perform this fowl deed. No woman of
nobility and aristocracy would do this in her first attempt to court a man. With this word she was
directly calling Yusuf (as) to her. She was directly calling Yusuf (as) to perform this fowl deed with her.
This is totally unbecoming of someone of her status. But she had such a strong desire for Yusuf (as)
and he (as) had resisted her so much that she now had no choice. There was nothing else left for her
to do. Now she had to resort to this level. So here
she openly calls Yusuf (as) to sin. She calls Yusuf (as) away from his Lord. She calls Yusuf (as) to that
which she knows and he knows is very wrong for them to do. Look now at the answer of this noble
prophet of Allah (swt). Look at how he resisted this greatest of temptations. Look at his example and
take a lesson for your own life.
 
The very first words that Yusuf (as) speaks at that moment of great trial and temptation are “I seek
refuge in Allah”. Yusuf (as) seeks the protection and help of Allah (swt). Yusuf (as) can see that
there are many forces that are pulling him (as) to do this act of great evil. These forces are too
powerful for any man to overcome. So Yusuf (as) knows that only in Allah (swt) can he (as) find
security and safety. Yusuf (as) knows that only Allah (swt) can save him (as) from this sin. He (as)
knows that he (as) by himself does not have the power to resist this temptation. So he (as) calls out
to Allah (swt) and he (as) seeks refuge in Him (swt).
 
Such should also be our attitude as well whenever any sin or temptation presents itself to us. We
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Such should also be our attitude as well whenever any sin or temptation presents itself to us. We
should first and foremost remember Allah (swt). We have to realize that we ourselves are weak
creatures and we do not have the power to save ourselves from sin. If ever we fail to remember Allah
(swt) or if we ever we think that we can fight our desires by ourselves then we have already lost. The
desires of the human being are so strong and we ourselves are so weak. Only in Allah (swt) do we
have any chance of salvation. So we should always be in the habit of remembering Allah (swt) and we
should always be asking Him (swt) to save us from ourselves. Yusuf (as) then says, “surely He is my
Lord, and He has made good my home”. Some scholars say that Yusuf (as) is referring to the
Aziz in this ayah. But Mawdudi clearly shows us that Yusuf (as) is actually referring to Allah (swt). This
is because the only “Lord” for any prophet or messenger is only Allah (swt). Similarly the believers and
the righteous only have Allah (swt) as their Lord. Allah (swt) is not only the God whom we worship but
He (swt) is also the Lord whom we serve. Our entire life is nothing but an act of servitude to Allah
(swt). We do not live for
ourselves but rather we live only to serve Him (swt). He (swt) is our Lord and Master just as He (swt)
is our God. So Yusuf (as) in this ayah is actually referring to Allah (swt) and this is clearly the correct
interpretation of this part of the ayah.
 
Yusuf (as) says of Allah (swt) that He (swt) has “has made good my home”. Yusuf (as) is reminding
himself and her of all of the favors and bounties that Allah (swt) has conferred upon him (as). Yusuf
(as) was left to die at the bottom of that well. He (as) was alone without any friend or protector. If
the animals had not killed him then the well would have. But Allah (swt) saved Yusuf (as) from that well
and brought him (as) to this comfortable home in Egypt. Allah (swt) had sent to Yusuf (as) this kind
man of the Aziz who recognized him (as) for the special child that he (as) was. Now Yusuf (as) was in a
place of safety, he (as) had a roof to shelter him (as), and he (as) had all of the food and provisions
that he (as) needed. This was only from the Mercy and Bounty of Allah (swt) and Yusuf (as) reminds
himself of this fact in this part of the ayah. So he
(as) asks her as to how he (as) could commit this fowl deed and thereby betray his Lord when his Lord
had been so kind to him (as).
 
This should also be our attitude whenever we are called to sin. We should remember all of the favors
and bounties that Allah (swt) has bestowed upon us. If you think about it for only a moment you
would find innumerable blessings in your life that you should be thankful for. Just the fact that you are
Muslim is the greatest of blessings. How many people are there today who have not been given this
guidance? How many people are there today who are completely heedless of Allah (swt)? So just the
fact that you have been guided to this Din is the greatest of blessings for which you should always be
grateful to Allah (swt) for. This is only the beginning of the gifts that Allah (swt) has bestowed on you.
Just the fact that you had a dinner last night is a great blessing. How many people are there in the
world right now at this very moment who are hungry and have nothing to eat? Just the fact that you
have clothes to wear and a roof over your head is a great blessing. How many people are there right
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have clothes to wear and a roof over your head is a great blessing. How many people are there right
now who have no home? So you should remember all of these gifts and bounties that Allah (swt) has
given you whenever Shaitan calls you to betray Him (swt). Now Yusuf (as) could easily have thought
about all of the trials and suffering that he (as) had to go through when then temptation came to him
(as). He (as) could easily have thought about how he (as) had to suffer at the hands of his brothers
and the caravan traders. He (as) could have thought to himself that Allah (swt) had been cruel to him
(as) and so he (as) could have given himself permission to commit this sin. But he (as) did not, instead
he (as) thought about all of the blessings and favors that Allah (swt) bestowed on him (as). Such
should be our attitude as well. Whenever a temptation comes to us we should remember all of the
good that
Allah (swt) has given us. Shaitan will make us think about the bad and make us forget the good. But
we must fight this thought and remember all of the good that Allah (swt) has bestowed upon us. Then
we should ask ourselves how ungrateful to Allah (swt) we would become if we committed this sin and
thus earned His (swt)’s displeasure by it.
 
Finally Yusuf (as) says “Surely the Dhalimoon are never successful”. Yusuf (as) knew that if he
(as) went to this sin that she was calling him to then he (as) would be among the Dhalimoon. The
Dhalimoon are the worst of criminals and oppressors. This shows us how adultery is not only a great
sin in our Shariah but how it has been a great sin in all of Divine Laws that Allah (swt) has ever
revealed. Allah (swt) describes those who commit this heinous act as the worst of criminals and
oppressors. Adultery is one of those crimes that everyone should know is wrong. It is a fundamental
evil like murder and theft. That is why Allah (swt) refers to it here as Dhulm and He (swt) promises
that those who practice it will never be successful.
 
How sad it is then that adultery has become so commonplace in our society? Although this crime is
slowly beginning to appear among the Muslims and becoming more and more common in our Ummah, it
is especially prevalent in the West. The Muslims are being affected by it because we are copying the
West. We are adopting their corrupt culture where the women openly display their beauty and men
and women are allowed to mix freely. This is why adultery is so rampant in their culture. Their own
studies show that at least a third of married couples have had some kind of inappropriate relationship
outside of marriage. There is no way for their governments to punish this crime because it is so
widespread. It is even glorified and encouraged in the media. We ourselves have become numb to it
and failed to realize how great a sin it is. The bond of marriage is the most sacred of all bonds that can
exist between human beings. It is the basis upon which the family is built and the basis upon which the
society is built. Adultery is a crime that cuts at the very fiber of this bond. That is why it is so
displeasing to Allah (swt) and that is why He (swt) has legislated such a great punishment for it. If this
crime is so displeasing to Allah (swt) then how do you think that He (swt) will look upon a society where
it is so common? What do you think that He (swt) will do with a people who practice this sin and who
allow it to be practiced in their midst? We as an Ummah can see where it is that we are copying this sin
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allow it to be practiced in their midst? We as an Ummah can see where it is that we are copying this sin
from. Why then do we not make a conscious effort to save ourselves from it by not copying their
ways?
 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that the Dhalimoon will never be successful. Allah (swt) stresses this
fact with emphasis and certainty. No success whatsoever will come out of anything that they do. All of
their actions will come to ruin both in this life and in the Hereafter. This is because these people have
earned the Wrath of Allah (swt) with the evil that they do. Can these people then hope for any
success when they have earned the Wrath of Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) hates them and He (swt) hates
the evil that they have done. So He (swt) will decree it that absolutely no success comes out of the
evil that they do.
 
Take adultery for example. Does any good come out of it? Is there any success whatsoever in it?
There is only the temporary pleasure that the man and woman experience. Even this pleasure is
spoiled by the guilt that they both experience. Their guilt and also their fear of being exposed. What is
there for them after the night is over? What is left for them after they have committed this sin? It is
nothing but suffering. They suffer with the guilt of what they have
done. They suffer in trying to hide their sin from their marriage partner. And if they are ever
discovered, which most likely they will be, then they will suffer as their families are torn apart. They will
suffer with the shame that they have brought upon themselves. They will be known by all of their
family and friends as the adulterer or the adulterers. They will be the subject of gossip everywhere
and shame will cover them everywhere that they go. That is only their punishment in
the life of this world. Think now about what awaits them when they return to Allah (swt). They took
their partner in marriage under the Name of Allah (swt), what then will be their fate when they return
to Him (swt)? Such is the fate of those who commit this ugly sin. They have no success whatsoever,
instead they only have misery and suffering. They are the worst of criminals and they will return to
their Creator as such. May Allah (swt) save us from that fate! May Allah (swt) keep us safe from our
desires and from this sinful act!
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