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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:22] And when he reached his maturity We gave him Wisdom and Knowledge. That is howwe
reward the ones who have Ihsan.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In the previous ayah we saw how Allah (swt) beautifully transitioned the narrative from one setting to
another. At one moment we were seeing Yusuf (as) in the company of the caravan traders as a slave
in chains and the next moment we were seeing him (as) living a comfortable life in the house of the
Aziz. This was an example of how Allah (swt) can beautifully transition the narrative from one setting
to another without the listener feeling lost or confused. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) brings us many
years into the future. At this point in time Yusuf (as) is no longer a young child. Now he (as) has
reached adulthood and Allah (swt) tells us here what He (swt) gave Yusuf (as) when he reached his
maturity.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And when he reached his maturity We gave him
Wisdom and Knowledge”. The scholars differ on exactly which age this was when Yusuf (as)
reached his maturity. Some scholars say it was as low as eighteen and some say it was as high as
forty. Allah (swt) Knows best but it was probably somewhere in between these two. For our purposes
we can say that it was at whatever age he (as) was mature both in body and in mind. It was at this
time that Allah (swt) gave him (as) both Wisdom and Knowledge. It was at this time that Allah (swt)
conferred upon him (as) Prophethood. So the Wisdom and the Knowledge here refer to Prophethood.
These are the two gifts which Allah (swt) bestowed upon Yusuf (as) that made him (as) into a prophet.
Why does Allah (swt) refer to Prophethood in this ayah as
Wisdom and Knowledge? It is because this is what revelation is. This Message is nothing but a guidance
to mankind and the essence of this guidance is Wisdom and Knowledge. Through this guidance Allah
(swt) grants us Knowledge. Allah (swt) tells us about Himself, and about the Hereafter, and about
everything that lies beyond our perception that we need to know about. We also know from this
Message why we have been created and where we will go when we die.
Such is the Knowledge from this Message. But notice that Allah (swt) mentions Wisdom before
Knowledge in this ayah. Wisdom here does not simply mean any wisdom but it is the Divine Law that
Allah (swt) revealed with which we can live our lives. To follow this Law is always the wisest course of
action and that is why it has been called “Wisdom” here. This is the code of life according to which we
live. When we follow this code or this Divine Law then we will know what is the best action to take at
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live. When we follow this code or this Divine Law then we will know what is the best action to take at
every moment of our life. We will know that action which is the most pleasing to Allah (swt). We will
know what is the best path to follow. Most people say that wisdom comes from experience and from
observing the way this world works. While that may be so, we have to also realize that there is an
even greater wisdom in the Divine Law that Allah (swt) has sent for us. This is wisdom because it is
from the Most Wise. If we follow this wisdom then we will never go wrong. These are the special gifts
that Allah (swt) bestowed on Yusuf (as). Knowledge of Himself (swt) and the Unseen and Wisdom
through this Divine Law. Through the bestowal of these Allah (swt) made this noble man into a
prophet.
 
Then Allah (swt) says, “That is how we reward the ones who have Ihsan”. Why was Yusuf (as)
endowed with Prophethood? What was it that he (as) did that made him (as) worthy of this special
honor? It was only because he (as) was among those who had Ihsan. The Prophet (saw) has said
that Ihsan is to worship and serve Allah (swt) as though you see Him (swt). It is a state that you
reach where you are aware of Allah (swt) for every moment of your existence. It is almost as if you
can see Allah (swt) and even if you do not see Him (swt) then you are certain that He (swt) Sees you.
This was how Yusuf (as) was and this is why Allah (swt) chose him (as) for Prophethood. Yusuf (as)
was not just someone who believed in Allah (swt) and not just someone who worshipped Allah (swt)
but he (as) was someone who was conscious of Allah (swt)
for every waking moment of his life.
 
 
Imagine for a moment the situation that Yusuf (as) was in before he (as) reached this age. Imagine
the environment that he (as) was in was still being able to maintain Ihsan. He (as) was a teenager in a
kufr society. He (as) was surrounded by kufr on all sides. He (as) was surrounded by sin and
temptation on all sides. He (as) was surrounded by heedlessness to Allah
(swt) on all sides. As we will see from the next ayahs for every day of his life Yusuf (as) had a
beautiful and powerful woman calling him towards temptation and sin. Yet despite all of this, despite all
of this corruption that was surrounding him (as), not only was Yusuf (as) able to remain a believer, not
only was he (as) able to abide by the Law of Allah (swt), but he (as) was among those who had
Ihsan. What kind of a person then was this noble prophet? What kind of a human
being is able to resist all of this? Only one whose heart is attached to Allah (swt). This was who Yusuf
(as) was. He (as) was among those who were in constant remembrance of Allah (swt). So this shows
how powerful the remembrance of Allah (swt) can be. Even a youth who is growing up in a world where
everyone around him is heedless of Allah (swt) can still remember Him (swt). What excuse do we as
Muslims then have to be among the heedless? Even those of us who are
youth. Even those of us who are living in kufr societies. What excuse do we have to be among those
who do not remember Allah (swt)? We have the Quran. We have our Muslim brothers and sisters. We
have our families. We have the masajid. We have the scholars. We have the books. Yusuf (as) did not
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have our families. We have the masajid. We have the scholars. We have the books. Yusuf (as) did not
have any of these and he (as) was still able to be among those who remembered Allah (swt). Not only
did he (as) remember Allah (swt) but he (as) was also among those who had Ihsan. What excuse do
we have? May Allah (swt) forgive us! May Allah (swt) save us from being among the heedless! May Allah
(swt) help us to remember Him (swt) and to serve Him (swt) with every moment of our lives so that
we too would be given gifts like Yusuf (as) was!
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