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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:21] And he from Egypt who bought him said to his wife “Make his stay comfortable, perhaps he
will be of benefit to us or we will take him as a son”. And thus did We establish Yusuf in the land and
We taught him the interpretation of ahadith. And Allah has full Power over his affair but most of
mankind do not know”.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about what happened to Yusuf (as). Recall from the
previous ayahs how he (as) was discovered in the well by the caravan traders. When they saw this
beautiful young boy they decided to take him (as) as a slave instead of trying to find out his parents
or family. They were blinded by their greed from doing justice to Yusuf (as). They knew that they could
make a handsome profit from this beautiful young boy. So they took him (as) away from his home in
Philistine to the far away land of Egypt. In Egypt they sold him (as) for what Allah (swt) describes as a
cheap price but it was indeed a high price. Any price would have been a cheap price because of how
excellent a human being Yusuf (as) was. The excellence of Yusuf (as) came only from his nearness to
Allah (swt). From this we were reminded once again that the value of a human being is based only on
his or her station with Allah (swt). The closer that you are to Allah (swt), the more that you think
about Him (swt), the more that you strive to please Him (swt), the more noble and honored you are
here. When you realize Allah (swt) then you will realize that this is all that matters. Now here in this
ayah Allah (swt) tells us about the man who purchased Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) tells us about what
happened to Yusuf (as) in this man’s house. Allah (swt) tells us about this new chapter in the life of His
(swt)’s noble messenger. As we learn this chapter Insha Allah we will see that Allah (swt) has only
replaced the trial that Yusuf (as) faced with his brothers with an even greater trial. Although trials
bring difficulty, sorrow and fear they are also an opportunity to come closer and closer to Allah (swt).
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And he from Egypt who bought him said to his wife
“Make his stay comfortable, perhaps he will be of benefit to us or we will take him as a
son””. See here now how Allah (swt) has transitioned the narrative to a conversation that this man
has with his wife. So at this point in the story Yusuf (as) has already arrived in Egypt and he (as) has
already been purchased by this man. Now the man has brought Yusuf (as) to his home and he is
speaking with his wife about Yusuf (as). From this we can notice once again how beautifully Allah (swt)
has transitioned the narrative from one setting to another. In the previous ayah Allah (swt) was telling
us how the caravan traders sold Yusuf (as) for a low price and in this ayah the narrative has changed
to the man who purchased him (as) speaking with his wife. So
both the setting and the characters have changed in this ayah. This transition is seamless for the
listener or the reader. They are not confused or lost about where they are in the story. So even
though Allah (swt) has now completely shifted the setting and the narrative, we are not lost as to
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though Allah (swt) has now completely shifted the setting and the narrative, we are not lost as to
where in the story we are. This is part of the Miracle of the Quran that Allah (swt) is able to shift the
narrative so seamlessly and so beautifully. Allah (swt) only relates those facts in the story that
are significant and He (swt) leaves out all that is superfluous or unnecessary.
 
Allah (swt) refers to this man in the Surah as Aziz. From this we can tell that he was a man of wealth
and power. He tells his wife here to be kind with Yusuf (as) and to make his stay comfortable. Then he
gives the reason for this. It is so that Yusuf (as) may one day be of benefit for them or so that they
can adopt him (as) as a son. From this we can see that this man saw
something special in young Yusuf (as). He saw that this was no ordinary child. He saw that this child is
destined for greatness. Thus he told his wife to take good care of this young child. This means that
she has to feed him well and make sure he is comfortable and cared for. This man did not want Yusuf
(as) to be put through the mistreatment that slaves were often put through at that time. We know
that slaves in general at that time were not treated well. They were often abused
and treated merely as objects or cattle. Can you imagine what it must have been like to be treated in
such a way? But here we see this man telling his wife to treat Yusuf (as) well. He did not want Yusuf
(as) to be put through this kind of treatment. He had a hope that Yusuf (as) would one day be of
great benefit for them or they could even take him (as) as their own son.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is to see that there are good people even among the non-
Muslims. There are good people and bad people everywhere. There are some Muslims who are very bad
people and there are some non-Muslims who are very good people. So we should never think that just
because someone is a non-Muslim that automatically makes them evil. There are many good people
who are not Muslim simply because they have never correctly received the Message. The blame for
that should only fall on us. So instead of trying to blame them or be enemies with them we have to try
our best to carry this Message to them and call them to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) has placed goodness in
their hearts and they are just waiting for us to deliver this Message to them so that they can be
guided to the Truth. It could be that on the
Day of Judgment Allah (swt) may pardon them and grant them the Garden for their goodness and He
(swt) may punish you and place you in the Fire for your negligence. May Allah (swt) save us from that
fate! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to carry this Message to the good people that we
know!
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “And thus did We establish Yusuf in the land”.
Look where Yusuf (as) is now compared to where he (as) used to be. Only a few days before this Yusuf
(as) was a slave in chains. A few days before that he (as) was at the bottom of a deep well. Now look
where he (as) is. Yusuf (as) is now in the wealthy land of Egypt. He (as) is in the company of the
wealthy and powerful Aziz. Not only is Yusuf (as) with the Aziz, but also this man has been extremely
kind and generous to Yusuf (as). He treats Yusuf (as) almost as if he were his own child. This man likes
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kind and generous to Yusuf (as). He treats Yusuf (as) almost as if he were his own child. This man likes
Yusuf (as). He sees in this child something special and something great. This respect and regard that
he has for Yusuf (as) is reflected in his behavior towards him. He treats Yusuf (as) kindly and justly.
How different is this then from how Yusuf (as) was looked at and treated by his own brothers and by
the caravan people? They hated Yusuf (as) and they would not even treat him (as) as a human being.
But the Aziz saw what a special child Yusuf (as) was and he regarded Yusuf (as) for this. Then because
of this regard that he has for Yusuf (as), he tells his wife and his family to take special care of Yusuf
(as). So we can see from this ayah that young Yusuf (as) must have had a very comfortable life. In
terms of material wealth and comforts it was probably a much better life than he had back home in
Philistine. This was how Allah (swt) established Yusuf (as) in the land. All of the wealth and comforts
that Yusuf (as) had been given at this point in the story was not because of his own doing or because
of the generosity of the Aziz, but rather it was all from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who gave
Yusuf (as) all of this. Allah (swt) is the One Who established Yusuf (as) in the land and gave him (as) a
nice home after he had been in misery and fear. From this we can take the lesson that Allah (swt) does
not always touch a person with only misery and sadness. Rather Allah (swt) gives people days of good
fortune and days of darkness as He (swt) see fit. So you should expect that at some moments of
your life you will be pleased and other moments may be difficult. This life is nothing but being patient
through the difficult moments and being thankful for the good ones. Patient and thankful only for Allah
(swt).
 
Then Allah (swt) says “and We taught him the interpretation of ahadith”. As we mentioned the
word “ahadith” here is used to mean sayings of dreams or events. So Allah (swt) is telling us here that
He (swt) taught Yusuf (as) the interpretation of these ahadith. Thus whenever anyone would tell
Yusuf (as) about a dream that they had or an event that happened to them then Yusuf (as) would be
able to tell them the meaning behind it. This was a special gift that Allah (swt) conferred upon Yusuf
(as). The reason why Allah (swt) conferred this gift on Yusuf (as) was because of his righteousness.
Because of his devotion to Him (swt). So from this we can take the lesson that Allah (swt) will confer
gifts upon us and He (swt) will grant us knowledge if we are among those whom He (swt) is pleased
with. If you make a sincere effort to please Allah (swt) then there is no limit to the gifts and the
bounties that He (swt) will confer upon you.
 
Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying “And Allah has full Control over His affair but most
of mankind do not know”. Now Yusuf (as) was in a comfortable home and he (as) had been given
this special knowledge on how to interpret dreams and sayings. How did Yusuf (as) end up in this
situation? The brothers had left Yusuf (as) alone in that well without any
provisions or protector. They might as well have left him (as) there to die. They did not care for his
safety or his well being at all. They only wanted to get rid of him (as) so that the love of their father
can only be for them. How then did Yusuf (as) end up in this situation where he (as) is now? Allah (swt)
reminds us here that it was only because of Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who has full Control over
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reminds us here that it was only because of Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who has full Control over
all affairs and so it was He (swt) who took Yusuf (as) from that dark and lonely well and placed him (as)
in this comfortable home. The destinies of people are in the complete control of Allah (swt) and He
(swt) does what He (swt) pleases to whom He (swt) pleases. The brothers left Yusuf (as) alone in that
well to die. If the Hand of Allah (swt) was not present in the affair of Yusuf (as) then he (as) would
probably have died in that well. In reality  what are the chances of a seven-year-old child surviving
alone in a deep and dark well? Those who look only at the causes of this world would probably say that
Yusuf (as) should have been dead. But all of the affairs of this world are the affairs of Allah (swt) and
He (swt) has complete control over His (swt)’s affairs. That was why Allah (swt) took Yusuf (as) out of
that dark well and into the place of security and comfort where he (as) found himself. The life of Yusuf
is among theaffairs of Allah (swt) and He (swt) has complete control and power over His (swt)’s affairs.
 
But does most of mankind realize this fact? Does most of mankind know it? Of course not. Rather as
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah most of mankind does not know. Most of mankind does not realize that
every single thing is in the Power and Control of Allah (swt). Most of mankind does not see that
everything is an affair of Allah (swt) and that He (swt) has complete control over His (swt)’s affairs.
That is why most of mankind turn away from Allah (swt). That is why most of mankind looks for the
causes and means in this world and they do not rely on Allah (swt) and they do not pray to Allah (swt).
They live in heedlessness of Him (swt) even though He (swt) is the Ultimate Reality and the Ultimate
Authority in all affairs. We have to save ourselves from this happening to us. First of all we have to
realize that everything happens only if Allah (swt) wills it to happen. So before we work towards any
goal we first have to pray to Allah (swt) to help us accomplish that goal. We have to realize that
success or failure does not lie in our hands. We have to realize that all Might and all Power is only with
Allah (swt). So our responsibility is only to work to the best of our ability and leave the rest to our
Lord. This does not mean that we should become lazy in our responsibilities. This does not mean that
we should not make the best
effort. Rather this means that we should not attribute the results to our own actions. We only try to
the best of our ability and we remember that Allah (swt) is the One Who brings about the result.
Sometimes the result may be as we desired and sometimes the result may be other than what we
desired. The decision and the judgment are only for Allah (swt). Whatever He (swt) wills will be and
whatever He (swt) does not will, will not be. All affairs belong to Allah (swt) and He (swt) has full
Control over His (swt)’s affairs!.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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