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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:20] And they sold him for a cheap price, a number of coins, and they were to him of the
zahideen.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what happened with Yusuf (as) when the caravan people took him (as)
away. This young child was now the property of these traders who were traveling from Philistine to
Egypt. This young child who was the most beloved son of a prophet of Allah (swt). This young child
who was the grandson of Ibrahim (as) the friend of Allah (swt). This young child who would one day
become a prophet of Allah (swt) himself. Now he (as) was only a mere slave. Why would Allah (swt)
place this noble child in such a situation? Those who look only at the temporary and the here and now
would ask this question. But those whose hearts are attached to Allah (swt) know that He (swt) is the
Best of Planners. They know that Allah (swt) always has a plan for those whom He (swt) is pleased
with and in the end He (swt) will give them the very best. All that you have to do is trust in Allah (swt)
and remember Him (swt).
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And they sold him for a cheap price, a number of
coins”. The caravan traders did not keep Yusuf (as) for a long time. They wanted to get rid of him
(as) as soon as possible. This is because they knew that they had taken a free child as a slave when
they had no right to do so. They feared that they might be discovered for the evil that they had done.
So they wanted to get rid of Yusuf (as) quickly. They just wanted to make a profit for themselves and
then wash their hands clean of the evil that they had done. That is why in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us
how they sold him (as) for a cheap price. Allah (swt) describes this cheap price as being a number of
coins.
 
The scholars have differed as to whether or not it really was a cheap price that they sold Yusuf (as)
for. Some scholars have said that it really was a cheap price because that is the literal meaning that
the ayah gives. The caravan traders wanted to get rid of young Yusuf (as) as soon as possible
because they did not want it to be discovered that they had stolen him (as). They also had no problem
selling him for a low price because he had come to them for free. When something comes to you easy
it is very easy for you to let it go. That is why when people get money through gambling or theft or
interest they then lose that money very quickly. It is very easy for you to get rid of something that
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interest they then lose that money very quickly. It is very easy for you to get rid of something that
was not hard for you to get in the first place. However when you have to strive and work hard to get
something then you know it’s true value. Yusuf (as) came
to these caravan traders for free so they were willing to sell him (as) for a very low price. This is the
opinion of some scholars regarding the actual price for which Yusuf (as) was sold. Other scholars
however are of the opinion that the caravan traders did indeed fetch a handsome price for Yusuf (as).
Recall from the previous ayah how the waridh was overjoyed when he found this beautiful young child
in the well. This is because he knew that a young and handsome child such as this would indeed bring a
high price when sold as a slave. If we take this opinion then why does Allah (swt) refer to him as being
sold for a “cheap price”? These scholars say that the reason for this was because any price for which
Yusuf (as) will be sold would be a cheap price. Even if he (as) had sold for a million dinars it still would
have been a cheap price.
Such is the value of Yusuf (as). This young child would soon become a prophet of Allah (swt). One who
has dedicated himself to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). One who has dedicated himself to
calling others to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). Such a soul is the most noble of all souls.
Such a soul is the kind of soul whom even the angels made prostration to. You cannot put a price on
such a soul. It is worth much more than this earth and all that it has to
offer. So the caravan traders did indeed sell Yusuf (as) for a very high price but it was still a low price
in the estimation of Allah (swt). This seems to us as the stronger opinion and Allah (swt) Knows best!
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says “and they were to him of the zahideen”.  The
Arabic word zahideen is difficult to translate into English. It gives meanings of indifference and not
caring. These caravan traders did not care too much for Yusuf (as). They did not realize that they had
someone who was so special with them. They did not know that they had a future prophet of Allah
(swt) with them. They were indifferent to him. They did not care for him. They simply treated Yusuf
(as) as just a piece of merchandise to be bought and sold. This shows us how we should never judge
people by their outward appearance. Some people may have great value but you can never tell just by
looking at them. When you look at them they could seem to be the weakest and lowest of people. But
they are great in the estimation of Allah (swt). When
these caravan traders saw Yusuf (as) they saw a young and defenseless child. Helpless and weak. Left
to die at the bottom of a well. So they thought him (as) to be worthless. When in reality he would
become a man to whom Allah Himself (swt) would speak. He would become a prophet of Allah (swt).
How much then was the value of this child? How much should they have regarded him (as)? But we see
from here that they did not. They did not realize what they had with them.
They just treated him as merchandise. They were to him of the zahideen.
 
The fact that the caravan traders were so indifferent to Yusuf (as) was indeed another great trial for
him (as). Imagine how difficult it must have been for this young child. First he sees his own brothers
force him down this well against his will. Then he has to wait in the cold and dark water of the well. He
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force him down this well against his will. Then he has to wait in the cold and dark water of the well. He
does not know why his brothers have done this to him (as) and he does not know when he (as) will see
his father again. When he finally finds a chance to escape in the bucket that was sent down, he sees
that he only ends up a slave to these caravan traders. They also forcefully take Yusuf (as) against his
will. They take him to a far off land, away from his father and away from his family. All the while they
treat him (as) as a piece of merchandise. They do not even regard his dignity as a human being. They
treat him (as) just like an object. Imagine
how difficult this must have been for a child as young as Yusuf (as). Even as a young child Allah (swt)
put him (as) through great trials in order to test his patience. This was only because Allah (swt) was
preparing him (as). Allah (swt) had great matters waiting for this child and these tests were only a
preparation for that greatness.
 
So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to once again remind ourselves not to become
distraught or disheartened when trials and calamities befall us. Whatever difficulty that you may be
going through in your life at this moment, you have to realize that it is nothing compared to what this
young child went through. If this young child can have patience with the
Decree of Allah (swt) then so can you. So if you are a sincere believer in Allah (swt) and you try your
best to please Him (swt) then realize that there is good in every calamity that befalls you. Allah (swt)
has reserved for you something great and these trials are only the preparation for that.
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