
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

Wajaat sayyaratun faarsaloo waridahumfaadla dalwahu qala ya bushra hathaghulamun waasarroohu bidaAAatan
waAllahuAAaleemun bima yaAAmaloona
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:19] And a caravan came and then they sent their waridh, so he lowered his bucket, he said “O
good news here is a young boy”, and they hid him as merchandise, and Allah Knows best all that they
did.
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did.
ENGLISH TAFSIR - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) returns the narrative to Yusuf (as) in the well. The brothers of Yusuf (as) had
purposely placed him (as) in a well that was on a known trade route. They did this because they had
already made up their minds that they did not want to kill Yusuf (as). Rather they sought to get rid of
him (as) by placing him in this well in the hope that he (as) would be picked up by some travelers and
taken away to some far away land. They hoped that in this way their brother would be away from
them and then the love of their father would only be for them. In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how
the events transpired exactly as they had planned. But little did they realize that this was also how
Allah (swt) had decreed matters to be. This was the beginning of how Allah (swt) would raise Yusuf
(as) to levels that these brothers never even dreamed possible.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And a caravan came”. Here Allah (swt) is describing how a
caravan of travelers came to the well where Yusuf (as) was in. Allah (swt) Knows best as to how long
young Yusuf was in that well but it seems to us that he was not in there for a long time. This is
because as soon as Allah (swt) returns the narrative to where Yusuf (as) was, He (swt) tells us how
the caravan came. So there is nothing in the ayah that points to Yusuf (as) being in that well for an
extended period of time. No doubt if Yusuf (as) had been in that well for a long time he (as) would
have perished. But Allah (swt) saved this young child by sending this caravan to him (as). Thus does
Allah (swt) take care of those whom He (swt) is
pleased with. Even in the darkest of moments, even in the loneliest of places, Allah (swt) is there. He
(swt) will take care of you when there is no one else for you because He (swt) is always with you. So
Yusuf was only in that well for a short time before his salvation came in this caravan.
 
Allah (swt) then says “and then they sent their waridh”. The waridh is the one who is sent to
retrieve something. In this ayah it means the one who is sent to retrieve water. So the caravan people
send this man to retrieve water for them. Little did they realize at that moment that he would return
with something much better. Such is how Allah (swt) works. You can plan out to do something a certain
way and Allah (swt) could create a totally different result. It could be for the better or it could be for
the worse. Here the caravan people simply sent their waridh to retrieve some water. But little did
they realize at that moment that he would return with a treasure that is worth even more than they
could possibly ever fathom.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “so he lowered his bucket, he said “O good news here is a young boy
””. The Arabic of this part of the ayah is only five small words. But look how much meaning Allah (swt)
has placed in these five words. Such is the part of the Miracle of the Quran in that Allah (swt) can
place so much meaning in so few words while still maintaining the beauty of
the Quran and still adhering to all of the complex rules of the Arabic language. In this part of the ayah
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the Quran and still adhering to all of the complex rules of the Arabic language. In this part of the ayah
we can see how the water drawer approached the well, how he sent his bucket down the well, how the
bucket reached the bottom, how Yusuf (as) saw the bucket, how Yusuf (as) then climbed into the
bucket, how the bucket was then raised up, how while the water carrier was raising the bucket he
expected it to be full of water, how surprised he was to then see a young boy instead of water, how
he delighted he then was to find this young boy who was so beautiful, and how he said “O good
news here is a young boy” to express his joy at finding this beautiful young boy. All of this
meaning is captured in only these five small words.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “and they hid him as merchandise”. The caravan
people were all delighted to find this beautiful young boy. But instead of trying to find the parents of
this child or bring him to safety, they decided to take him as a slave. They knew that a young boy like
this would fetch a very good price as a slave. They knew that he was young and so he had his whole
life ahead of him. They knew that his owner could train him to do whatever he wanted. So when they
saw Yusuf (as) they saw a fortune for themselves. That is why they took him (as) as merchandise, a
slave to be sold. They hid him (as) so that no one in that land would recognize him (as). They wanted
to take him (as) away to Egypt where they knew that they could sell him (as) for a good price. They
knew that what they were doing was wrong. They knew that this child was really free. But they did it
anyway knowing that what they were doing was wrong. From this we are reminded once again of the
evil that a human being can be capable of when he desires the wealth of this world. He does not care
what evil he does. He does not care how much suffering he causes to others. He only cares about
getting the material things of this world for himself. He is blinded by his greed. May Allah (swt) save us
from ever becoming like
that! May Allah (swt) always help us to remember that all that matters is worshipping and serving Him
(swt)! Not all the treasures of this world are worth even a moment of the displeasure of Allah (swt)!
 
In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says “and Allah Knows best all that they did”. This part
of the ayah refers both to the brothers of Yusuf (as) and to the caravan traders. They both did great
evil and Allah (swt) lets us know in this part of the ayah that He (swt) Knows well all that they did. The
brothers thought that they could hide their evil from their father. The caravan people thought that
they could hide their evil from the inhabitants of Philistine. But both of them forgot that they couldn’t
hide anything from Allah (swt). Allah (swt), their Creator and their Sustainer. Allah (swt), the One to
whom they will return to for judgment. Allah (swt), the One Who decides if they will spend eternity in
pleasure or in pain. They could not hide what they did from Him (swt). Allah (swt) Knows very well all
that they did. Allah (swt) Knows both the evil that was in their hearts and the evil that manifested on
their limbs. Their greed and their jealousy. Allah (swt) Knows all of it well and He (swt) will take them to
task for it. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) Know from us only
that which pleases Him (swt)!
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