
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

Falamma thahaboo bihiwaajmaAAoo an yajAAaloohu fee ghayabati aljubbi waawhaynailayhi latunabi-annahum bi-
amrihim hatha wahum layashAAuroona
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:15] So when they went away with him, and they all agreed to place him at the bottom of the
well. And We revealed to him “Surely you will inform them of this affair of theirs while they do not
perceive”.
ENGLISH – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi
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The fact that Allah (swt) begins this ayah with the Arabic word fa shows us that this ayah
is a continuation of the previous ayah. In the previous ayah Allah (swt) showed us the
extent to which the brothers were pleading and arguing with their father to send Yusuf
(as) with them. First they contented with their father and told him that they intended no
harm for Yusuf (as) since they were his sincere well-wishers. Then they promised that they
would protect him from all dangers that could possibly come to him. They struggled with all
of their efforts in trying to convince their father to send Yusuf (as) with them. From this
we took the lesson that when someone has their mind set on a part icular evil then they
would not stop until that evil is accomplished. They have a goal, which is the evil that they
want to accomplish and they will not stop at anything until they reach that goal. So we
should always ask Allah (swt) to save us from being among those whom Shaitan tricks into
evil. From being among those who are blinded by their desire to do evil.. Allah (swt) begins
this ayah by saying “So when they went away with him”. So we see from here that
Yaqoob (as) did finally agree to send his beloved son with the brothers. Allah (swt) is
bringing our attention in this ayah to the moment in t ime when the brothers set off with
young Yusuf (as). So imagine now the brothers taking young Yusuf (as) and going away.
They are going away from Yaqoob (as). Yaqoob (as) is watching them leave and he can see
them taking his beloved son away from him. Imagine how this sight must have been for
Yaqoob (as). With every step that these brothers take they are taking this young child
further and further away from the father who loves him. No doubt this must have been
very painful for Yaqoob (as) to see his young son being taken away from him. Deep down
inside he may even have known that he would not see Yusuf (as) again for a very long
time. So no doubt it  must have been very painful for him.
 
However in the end this is something that he (as) did for the sake of Allah (swt). This was
a sacrifice that he (as) made to please his Lord. So from this we can take the lesson that
in order to worship and serve Allah (swt), we sometimes may need to part with what we
love dearly. We may need to see things that we love being taken away from us. However
we should find solace in the fact that we are doing this to please Allah (swt) and
perchance He (swt) may be pleased with us for the sacrifice that we make. If Allah (swt) is
pleased with us then any sacrifice is worth giving up. So here we see the brothers going off
and taking Yusuf (as) with them.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “and they all agreed to place him at the
bottom of the well”. Here Allah (swt) tells us how all of the brothers agreed on the evil
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bottom of the well”. Here Allah (swt) tells us how all of the brothers agreed on the evil
that they are going to do. They all agreed to place young Yusuf (as) at the bottom of that
well. From this we see that this was an evil that they all agreed to do and so they were all
guilty of this sin. They were all guilty of placing this young and defenseless child at the
bottom of a deep well. How great was the sin that they did? First of all they broke their
promise to their father to look after his son. Then they broke their trust to Allah (swt) to
look after their younger sibling. Then they caused harm to a Muslim by leaving him in a
place where he could get hurt. How could they have been sure that Yusuf (as) would be
safe at the bottom of that well? How could they be sure that the caravan people who find
Yusuf (as) would not hurt him? How could they be sure that there were no scorpions or
snakes at the bottom of that well? In addit ion to this was all of the emotional suffering
that they caused to Yusuf (as). Imagine what it  was like for a seven-year-old child to be
alone at the bottom of a deep and dark well. We ourselves would have been terrified and
anxious, now think how it must have been for Yusuf (as)? This is the evil that they all
agreed to do. See now the great evil that man is capable of when he turns away from Allah
(swt). See then the suffering that the hands of man can cause if he is heedless of Allah
(swt). The fact that he is in a group does not make a difference. Sometime the group can
come together and they can all part icipate in the evil.
 
From this we can take the lesson that just because a group of people are committ ing a
certain act ion, this does not make it correct. Shaitan can misguide the group just like he
c an misguide the individual. Sometimes it is easier to misguide the group because the
members of the group will support themselves in their evil. They will each be a devil to one
another. So our loyalty must always be to Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw), and not to
any group. We should evaluate everything that the group does and ask ourselves if such is
pleasing to Allah (swt) or not. We should not blindly go along with everything that the
group does. We should not have the thinking that they are correct only because they are
all doing it. Sometimes the group can be wrong, so we always have to check ourselves.
May Allah (swt) protect us and may He (swt) guide us!
 
Then in the final part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “And We revealed to him “Surely you
will inform them of this affair of theirs while they do not perceive””. Allah (swt)
Knows best as to how exactly He (swt) communicated these words to Yusuf (as). Did He
(swt) actually speak these words to the child? Was it sent through an angel? Or was it
merely a feeling that Yusuf (as) had in his heart? What we can be certain of however is
that this is not the same kind of revelat ion that is sent to prophets. This is not revelat ion
that is sent to guide the people. Rather it  was only meant to console Yusuf (as) and let
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that is sent to guide the people. Rather it  was only meant to console Yusuf (as) and let
him know that everything would be all right. From these words Yusuf (as) knows that he
would survive this ordeal in the well. He (as) also knows that one day he (as) would be in a
posit ion where he (as) would inform his brothers about what they had done here while they
were unaware. Yusuf (as) would tell them about what they had done while they were not
even aware that it  was he (as) who was speaking to them.
 
So the lesson and the benefit that we can take from this part of the ayah is not to wonder
about how Allah (swt) revealed this to Yusuf (as), but rather for us to realize that if we
are sincere worshippers and servants of Allah (swt) then He (swt) would take care of us
and look after us during t imes of need and hardship. At that moment of difficulty when all
of the world seems to have turned against us, then Insha Allah we will find Allah (swt) with
us. Allah (swt) will console us and He (swt) will give us strength in order that we may
overcome our grief and sadness, as well as our anxiety and fear. This is not only true for us
but it  is also true for our children. If we are sincere to Allah (swt) and if we try our best to
serve Him (swt), then Insha Allah He (swt) will take care of our children even when we are
not there for them. May Allah (swt) always be there for us when we need Him (swt)!.
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