
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

Qala innee layahzununee an thathhaboobihi waakhafu an ya/kulahu alththi/buwaantum AAanhu ghafiloona

Qaloo la-in akalahu alththi/buwanahnu AAusbatun inna ithan lakhasiroona
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Dr. Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali, Ph.D. & Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan

[12:13] He said “Surely I saddens me that you should take him away and I fear that the wolf would
eat him while you are heedless of him”.

[12:14] They said, “If he is eaten by a wolf and we a strong group then surely we are the losers”.
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[13] In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Yaqoob (as) to the request that the
brothers made. The brothers of Yusuf (as) were pleading and begging their father to send young Yusuf
(as) with them. They wanted more than anything to take this special child away from his father. They
wanted more than anything to do this evil. To cause suffering to this child. To cause grief for their
father. However they knew that they would only be able to go through with this evil if Yaqoob (as)
agrees to send Yusuf (as) with them. That was why they were trying their best to convince him to
allow them to send Yusuf (as) with them. They were begging and pleading and telling their father all
sorts of lies in order to convince him to send Yusuf (as) with them. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us
what was the response that their father gave them to their pleas.
 
Allah (swt) tells us how Yaqoob (as) said “Surely I saddens me that you should take him away
and I fear that the wolf would eat him while you are heedless of him”. So we see that
Yaqoob (as) initially declines their request to send Yusuf (as) with them. There are two reasons that he
(as) gives for this. First Yaqoob (as) says that it saddens him (as) that the brothers should take Yusuf
(as) away with them. As we mentioned Yusuf (as) was only a young child at this age, and his father
was very attached to him (as). So Yaqoob (as) tells the brothers that it pains him (as) to be separated
from his child and for his child be sent away for a long time. It seems and Allah (swt) Knows best that
this trip that the brothers were planning would take at least an entire day, and Yaqoob (as) tells them
that it would pain him (as) for him (as) to be separated from his young son for so long. Such was the
love and affection that this noble father had for his child. Yaqoob (as) loved young Yusuf (as) so much
that it pained him (as) to be away from his child for even a day. Do fathers today have this same level
of love and affection? The second reason that Yaqoob (as) gives as to why he (as) does not want to
send his young son with them is that he fears that a wolf would eat the young child while the brothers
are heedless of him (as). This part of the ayah further proves that Yusuf (as) was only a small child
when this incident happened. Only a small child would go out to play and only a small child would be in
danger of being eaten by a wolf. Some scholars have said that there was an abundance of
wolves in that land and that is why Yaqoob (as) said this, but Allah (swt) Knows best if this is true or
not.
 
However what we can see is that Yaqoob (as) does not mention to the brothers the main reason why
he (as) was reluctant to send Yusuf (as) with them. Of course this main reason was because he (as)
feared that the brothers themselves may do something to harm Yusuf (as). Recall from the previous
ayah how Yaqoob (as) warned Yusuf (as) not to relate his dream to the brothers. This shows that
Yaqoob (as) knew very well about this great jealousy that these brothers had for Yusuf (as). He (as)
even suspected that they may do something to harm the young child. So the main reason why he (as)
was reluctant to send Yusuf (as) with them was because he feared that they themselves would do
something to harm him.
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something to harm him.
 
Why then did Yaqoob (as) not mention this? One reason is because these ten brothers were still his
sons and he still loved them. Yaqoob (as) knew that he as a father had a responsibility to be fair and
just with all of his children. So he (as) did not want to accuse them of something so evil without a
clear evidence of wrongdoing on their part. Even though Yaqoob (as) had every reason to be
suspicious, he (as) still did not want to accuse them without there being a clear evidence. Do we as
parents have this same attitude towards our children? Do we strive to treat them fairly without
showing any favoritism to them and without preferring any one of them over another? Another reason
why Yaqoob (as) did not accuse them directly is because he (as) did not want to antagonize them and
make the situation worse. What do you think would have happened at this moment if Yaqoob (as)
would have spoken the cold truth and accused the brothers directly of having jealousy of Yusuf (as)
and planning a plot against him (as)? Their jealousy and hatred for Yusuf (as) would only have
increased. They still would have tried to get rid of Yusuf (as) in one way or another. In order to
prevent this Yaqoob (as) does not directly accuse them of evil without having sufficient proof. In
everything that Yaqoob (as) did he (as) always strove to please Allah (swt). Even in the way that he
(as) interacted and dealt with his family.
 
[14] This ayah contains the response of the brothers to what Yaqoob (as) had said in the previous
ayah. Recall that Yaqoob (as) was reluctant to send Yusuf (as) with them even though they were
insisting and pleading with him (as). Yaqoob (as) knew the jealousy and hatred that they had for young
Yusuf (as). But at the same time they were still his children and he still had a responsibility from Allah
(swt) to treat them fairly. So instead of accusing them of wanting to harm Yusuf (as), Yaqoob (as)
merely suggested to them the possibility of a wolf eating the young child while they negligent of him.
In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of the brothers to this suggestion. Look closely
at their response because it reveals an integral part of their character. It reveals a trait of theirs that
is most displeasing to Allah (swt). Insha Allah this is a trait that we must always be striving to clean
from our own hearts.
 
Allah (swt) tells us how they said, “If he is eaten by a wolf and we a strong group then
surely we are the losers”. Once again look at the arrogance in their words. They are so sure of
themselves. They speak as if they are certain that no harm whatsoever can come to the child. This is
because they are a strong group. They are invincible. They can overcome any foe. Not even a pack of
wild and ferocious wolves can overcome them because they are a strong group.
Simply look at how they are just overflowing with arrogance and pride. See how they have completely
forgotten about Allah (swt). They have forgotten that all Might and all Power is only with Allah (swt).
All that they can think about is how they are the best and how they are powerful they are. Because of
this thinking they assure their father that no harm whatsoever can come to Yusuf (as). They even
swear with absolute certainty that should a wolf end up eating the child then they would be among the
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swear with absolute certainty that should a wolf end up eating the child then they would be among the
losers. They would be losers because they were negligent and they would be losers because they were
weak. This is the promise that they make to their father.
 
By making this promise they are telling Yaqoob (as) that this will never happen. If there is one fact
that they are sure of it is that they are not losers and since they are not losers then they are certain
that this will never happen. We can see the arrogance and the pride dripping from their words. From
this we are reminded once again that these are traits that are most displeasing to Allah (swt). So we
should try our best never to be like these brothers. We have to save ourselves from their way of
thinking. If we ever hope to accomplish anything in the future then we must always believe that we
will accomplish it only with the Help and Support of Allah (swt) and not through our own efforts.
 
We can also notice how quickly the brothers gave a response to this suggestion of their father of
Yusuf (as) being eaten by a wolf. As soon as Yaqoob (as) put forward this possibility the brothers had
a response ready. Some scholars have noted that by the fact that the brothers gave their response
so quickly this shows how they planned and rehearsed this conversation with Yaqoob (as) even before
they spoke with him (as). They knew beforehand that Yaqoob (as) would bring up the idea of the wolf
and so they prepared the exact response that they would give to him (as). This was the amount of
planning and preparation that they put into this evil. See once again the great lengths that people will
go to only to accomplish evil.
 
What can Yaqoob (as) do now? The brothers have now used every means possible to try and persuade
him (as) to send Yusuf (as) with them. At this point there were only two options remaining for Yaqoob
(as). He (as) could either speak the cold and complete truth and tell them that the reason why he (as)
does not want to send Yusuf (as) with them is because he (as) fears that they would do something to
him (as). Or Yaqoob (as) could send his beloved son with them.
 
We have already discussed why the first option is not acceptable. Yaqoob (as) wants to be kind and
fair to all of his children and he (as) does not want to accuse them of anything so evil without a clear
evidence. So far the brothers had not done anything in front of Yaqoob (as) to show their jealousy and
hatred for Yusuf (as). Furthermore Yaqoob (as) knows that should he (as) speak such against them,
then they would only be even more jealous and have even more hatred for Yusuf (as). They are his
children and he cannot get rid of them. They are a trial that Allah (swt) had given him (as) and he (as)
has to deal with them. So Yaqoob (as) knows that he is just going to have to be patient with them.
They are his children and he has to deal with them. That is why Yaqoob (as) finally agrees to send
Yusuf (as) with them.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is that we must learn to live with our family members in the way
that they are. We cannot expect our family to be perfect. More often then not they will not be. More
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that they are. We cannot expect our family to be perfect. More often then not they will not be. More
often then not they will be a trial for us. More often then not they will do things to annoy us or irritate
us. But we cannot become angry with them. We cannot express our anger and our hatred towards
them. We cannot cut our relationships with them. This is what Shaitan wants us to do. This is what he
did to the brothers of Yusuf (as). In order to save ourselves from him we have to remember Allah
(swt). Every time Shaitan puts some negative thought in our minds about one of our family members
then we must immediately remember our Lord. We must remember that He (swt) is not pleased with us
having such hatred for members of our family. Then we must strive to love our family members more
and more for His (swt)’s sake. Noting matters in this life except earning the Pleasure of Allah (swt).
Why then can we not learn to love our family in order to reach this goal?.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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