
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

Qaloo ya abana malaka la ta/manna AAala yoosufa wa-innalahu lanasihoona

Arsilhu maAAana ghadan yartaAAwayalAAab wa-inna lahu lahafithoona
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:11] They said “O our father, what is the matter with you that you do not trust us
with Yusuf
when we are his sincere well-wishers”.
 
[12:12] “Send him with us tomorrow that he may enjoy himself and play, and we will surely
be to him protectors”.
ENGLISH - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[11] In this ayah Allah (swt) changes the setting to where Yusuf (as)’s brothers are speaking to their
father. Notice once again what a seamless transition this is. In the previous ayah the brothers were
deliberating amongst themselves as to what they should do with Yusuf (as) and now in this ayah we
are in a different setting and different time. Whenever a human writer changes the setting, he has to
build up that change in narrative. But Allah (swt) can accomplish it seamlessly and smoothly. The
transition does leave the reader feeling confused and lost and at the same time it is done using the
least amount of words. Such is the Power of Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how the
brothers of Yusuf (as) said “O our father, what is the matter with you that you do not trust
us with Yusuf when we are his sincere well wishers”.
Recall from the previous ayah how one of the brothers put forward the suggestion of throwing Yusuf
(as) into the bottom of a well. They thought that this way a caravan of travelers would find him and
take him to a far away land. This way he would be taken away from them and away from their father.
Then they hoped that the love and the attention of their father would only be for them. Now what
remained was trying to convince their father to give Yusuf (as) over to
their care. So they go to their father and ask him why he does not trust them with Yusuf (as).
 
Their choice of words suggest that they had previously approached their father and had asked him to
give Yusuf (as) to their care and he had refused. It could even be that they had asked their father
several times in the past and for several times he might have turned them down. So they came to
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several times in the past and for several times he might have turned them down. So they came to
sense from their father some apprehension and some reluctance in giving Yusuf (as) to their care.
However they try to allay this fear by telling their father that they are indeed his wellwishers. This
means that they do not want anything but good for Yusuf (as). They are saying that they intend
nothing but the best for their brother.
 
We can see from their behavior several traits that we must strive to avoid. One of course is their
lying. They were lying to their father when they said that they were sincere well-wishers to Yusuf (as).
On the contrary they wanted to do great harm to him (as). It is this thinking and this behavior that we
must strive to avoid. So we should always check ourselves when we speak. We have to verify the
truth of what we say and we must strive never to tell a lie unless absolutely necessary. Even when we
lie it must be done only to please Allah (swt). There are specific instances when lying is permitted and
we encourage the reader who is interested to consult the books of fiqh or talk to a scholar. But in
general we must try our best to avoid speaking falsehood. Lying and falsehood are parts of hypocrisy
and we know that is a way that Allah (swt) is not pleased with. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling
grace to always speak the truth! Another aspect of their behavior that we must strive to avoid is their
disrespect to their father. They wanted to do harm to their father by taking his most beloved son
away from him. In order to achieve this objective they lied to their father and they even accused him
of being unfair in his treatment of them. Simply look at their insolence to the man who raised them up
from childhood and who take care of them when they were young and helpless. In order to save
ourselves from becoming like them we have to try our best to love our parents. Even if our parents
have done wrong to us, even if we think that our parents have showed favoritism to one of our
siblings, we still have to love them. We have to love them for the sake of Allah (swt). To show any kind
of disrespect to parents is the greatest of sins in our Din. In order to save ourselves from this we
have to always treat our parents with kindness and respect. We must not lie to them and we must not
even say anything to them that might displease them. Always remember that in their pleasure lies the
Pleasure of Allah (swt) and in their displeasure lies the
displeasure of Allah (swt). In fact the only time that you are allowed to disobey your parents is if they
command you to disobey your Creator. Otherwise you must obey them and strive to please them. May
Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace! May Allah (swt) save us from becoming like these brothers of
Yusuf (as) in their treatment of their father!
 
[12] We learned from the previous ayahs about the great jealousy that Yusuf (as)’s brothers had for
him. They were jealous of the fact that their father loved him more than them when he was only a
small child and they were a strong group. They did not care about Allah (swt). They did not think that
it was Allah (swt)’s estimation of them that they should be concerned about. Rather their thoughts
were only focused on the life of this world. They saw themselves as better than Yusuf (as) because of
what they could offer their father in terms of this world and they only cared about gaining the favor
and attention of their father. They did not think about Allah (swt) and pleasing Him (swt). So jealousy
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and attention of their father. They did not think about Allah (swt) and pleasing Him (swt). So jealousy
consumed their hearts and they made a plot to take young Yusuf (as) away from his father. In the
previous ayah we saw how they approached their father and asked him as to why he did not trust
them with Yusuf (as). They made Yaqoob (as) feel guilty for the fact that he (as) had this suspicion of
them. When in reality he (as) had every right to be since they did indeed have great jealousy for Yusuf
(as). In this ayah we see how they continue with their plan. How they continue to try and persuade
Yaqoob (as) to send Yusuf (as) with them.
 
Allah (swt) tells us how they said to Yaqoob (as) “Send him with us tomorrow that he may
enjoy himself and play, and we will surely be to him protectors”. Notice first that they are
asking Yaqoob (as) to send young Yusuf (as) with them. They know that they would never be able to
take the child without the permission of his father. In fact they did not even try to take Yusuf (as)
away without first taking the permission of Yaqoob (as). There are several lessons that we can take
from this fact alone. First it shows us that even these brothers, sinful and corrupt as they were, still
had some degree of respect for their father. They knew that they could not just take Yusuf (as) away,
rather they had to ask their father to send him (as) with them. This shows the respect that they had
for the authority of the parent. Even though they were sinful and even though they were being led
around by Shaitan and their desires, they still had this respect for their father. Where is that respect
among the children today? Do the children today ask their parents before they do anything? Or do
they do many of the actions that are displeasing to Allah (swt) without their parents knowing? So see
how degraded our society has become. Some scholars have said that the authority of the parents
over the children is one of the most basic and primal of authorities. When this authority starts to
crumble then the society as a whole is lost. Is this not where we as a society are heading towards?
May Allah (swt) save us!
 
Another lesson that we can take from the fact that the brothers first seek permission of Yaqoob (as)
before they take Yusuf (as) away is that it shows us how carefully Yaqoob (as) was watching over his
son. Yaqoob (as) was keeping such a close watch on his son that the brothers knew that they would
never be able to take him away without their father finding out. Do we today make an effort to take
the same care of our children? Do we always look to see where they are and what they are doing? If
our child were to go missing, may Allah (swt) save us from that, how long would it be before we found
out? Do we allow them to go out of the house for extended periods of time or during the late hours of
the night without knowing where they are? We know very well of all of the evil elements that are out
there in today’s society which could take a child away from Allah (swt). Do we make a genuine effort to
protect our children from these? So we see from this part of the ayah that another characteristic that
Allah (swt) is pleased with us having is that He (swt) is pleased with us when we make an effort to
protect out children and look out for them. Know that the effort that you make to keep a guard over
your children is an effort for which you will be rewarded just like you are rewarded for your prayers and
fasting. May Allah (swt) keep our children safe! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to keep
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fasting. May Allah (swt) keep our children safe! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to keep
guard and keep watch over them!
 
The reason why the brothers ask Yaqoob (as) to send young Yusuf (as) with them is so that “he may
enjoy himself and play”. This is a further incentive to entice Yaqoob (as) to send young Yusuf with
them. They are showing Yaqoob (as) that they want the boy to be happy. They are making the
connection between Yusuf (as) being sent with them and his happiness and pleasure. These brothers
are willing to say anything to convince Yaqoob (as) to send Yusuf (as)with them. Such is the way that
people behave when they have set their minds to do something evil. They will not let anything stand in
the way of them accomplishing their goal. Their final intention is that they want to take Yusuf (as)
away from his father and they are willing to do anything and say anything in order to accomplish this
goal. They are striving in their efforts to persuade Yaqoob (as). They are striving in their evil.
 
The lesson that we can take from this is to see how hard Shaitan will make us work in order to commit
an evil action. When Shaitan has convinced us to commit some evil then he will make us stop at
nothing in order to accomplish that evil. He will make us go to great lengths only to accomplish that
evil. So we should save ourselves from this. We should realize that the more and more we strive to do
evil, the more and more sins we are earning. So ask yourself if it is worth it. Ask yourself if this
temporary pleasure that you are seeking or this thing of this world that you are striving for is worth
earning the Wrath of Allah (swt) and worth all the effort that you are putting into it. Then once you
have come to your senses ask yourself why you cannot divert your energies into doing something that
is pleasing to Allah (swt). Something that will bring you closer to Allah (swt). Something for which you
will be rewarded in the Hereafter. May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! May Allah (swt) save us
from becoming like these brothers of Yusuf (as) who strove in their evil!
 
Finally we see that the brothers say, “we will surely be to him protectors”. This is yet another
lie. These brothers have now spoken yet another lie to their own father who was a prophet of Allah
(swt). We see from this how easy lying becomes once you start. When you start with one lie you have
to tell many more lies to support your first lie. This is how Shaitan leads us astray. This is how Shaitan
leads us further and further into evil. May Allah (swt) save us from him! Here the brothers are assuring
their father that they will protect Yusuf (as). Notice the emphasis and the certainty with which they
are promising that they will be his (as)’s protectors. They are so sure of themselves when they said
this. But in reality this was only another method of persuasion in order to convince Yaqoob (as). In the
previous ayah when they said that they were his sincere well-wishers they were saying that they were
not going to do him (as) any harm and here they are saying that they will not let any harm from the
outside come to him (as). See how they are striving and struggling, saying anything in order to
convince their father. In order to accomplish this evil. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like
them!.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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