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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:8] When they said, “Surely Yusuf and his brother are more beloved to our father than us while
we are a strong group. Surely our father is in clear error”.
 
[12:9] Kill Yusuf or cast him to some distant land so that it may make the face of your father be only
for you and you will be after that a righteous people.
 
[12:10] A speaker from among them said “Do not kill Yusuf, but cast him into the bottom of a well
where some caravan of travelers will pick him up if you are among those who must act”.
ENGLISH - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[8] In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) had told us how this story was about a conflict between Yusuf
(as) and his brothers. In this ayah Allah (swt) begins to tell us about this conflict. The first point that
we can note about this conflict is that it is not a conflict that Yusuf (as) began but rather it was a
conflict that the brothers began. They are the ones who started it. They are the ones who broke this
bond. This bond of brothers in Islam. This bond of brothers in family. They are the ones who broke
this strongest of bonds. So from the beginning we have to note who is the aggressor in this conflict.
From the beginning we have to note who is the good and who is the evil. Yusuf (as) loved his
brothers. He (as) had no jealousy or ill feelings towards them. He (as) did not want this conflict
between them to exist. But they are the ones who started it.
 
The same is true in the conflict between the Prophet (saw) and the Quraysh chiefs. They were the
ones who started the conflict between them and him (saw). They are the ones who chose to reject
this Message that their Creator had sent to them through him (saw). They are the ones who called
the Prophet (saw) a liar when they were certain that he (saw) spoke the Truth. They are the ones
who broke the family ties with him (saw). They are the ones who would torture
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who broke the family ties with him (saw). They are the ones who would torture
him (saw) and persecute him (saw). They are the ones who decided to kill him (saw) or to drive him
(saw) from the land. They are the ones who started this conflict. So we once again see who is the
good and who is the evil. We once again see who has submitted to Allah (swt) and who has turned
away.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us about a conversation that the brothers had when they
gathered together in secret. They say to each other that Yusuf (as) and his brother are more beloved
to their father than they are. The brother of Yusuf (as) about whom they speak is Binyamin. Yusuf
(as) and Binyamin (as) were of one mother and these ten brothers were born of  a different mother.
That is why they do not refer to Binyamin as their own brother but they refer to him as the brother
of Yusuf (as). This shows that they had already divided their family based on the mother to whom
each of them was born. It did not matter to them that they were all born of the same father. It did
not matter to them that they were all brothers in Islam. They had this jealousy for Yusuf (as) and
Binyamin and so they created this division in their family.
 
Also notice how they say “while we are a strong group”. This was how they saw themselves.
They saw themselves as a strong group. They saw themselves as more powerful and more able to
help and protect their father than Yusuf (as) and his brother. They were older. They were more in
number. They were stronger. So they of themselves as better than Yusuf (as) and Binyamin. Because
of this they thought of themselves as more deserving of the love of their father.
 
Once again we notice how their thinking is only confined to the life of this world. They do not care
that Yusuf (as) is closer to Allah (swt) than they are. They do not care that Yusuf (as) does more to
try and please Allah (swt) than they do. For them this is not important. They only take notice of the
fact that they are stronger and more numerous and so they can help their father in this world more
than Yusuf (as). They do not care too much about their station with Allah (swt).
They care more about gaining the love of their father than they do about gaining the love of their
Creator. So we see how limited their vision is in that they only care about this world and the things of
this world. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them!
 
We can also see this same behavior from the Quraysh chiefs at the time of the Prophet (saw). They
also cared more about the life of this world than they did about pleasing Allah (swt). They knew that
the Prophet (saw) was indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt). They knew that their Creator had indeed
sent them a Message reminding them of their duty to serve Him (swt). But they chose to turn away
from this Message. They chose to turn away from Allah (swt). What
made them do this? It was nothing but their arrogance and their love for the life of this world. They
did not want a live a life where they had to control or curtail their desires in any way. They did not
want to live a life where they would be made equal in status with the rest of mankind. They wanted
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want to live a life where they would be made equal in status with the rest of mankind. They wanted
to think of themselves as the best. They wanted to satisfy their lusts in whatever way that they
wanted. So they chose to reject this Message when they were certain that it was
the Truth. They chose to kill the Prophet (saw) when they knew that he (saw) had done them no
wrong. Such is the behavior and the thinking that we must strive to avoid. This life is nothing but a
struggle of trying to overcome our desires and our pride in order to submit to the Lord and Master.
 
May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace because we cannot do it without Him (swt)! In the final part
of the ayah we see the brothers of Yusuf (as) say “”Surely our father is in clear error”. This
was the extent to which Shaitan and their jealousy had blinded them to the reality. They saw their
own father, the one who had raised them and brought them in this world,
the one who had protected them and kept them safe in their youth, the one who had provided for
them and nurtured them, they saw him to be in clear error. Not only was Yaqoob (as) their father but
he (as) was also a prophet of Allah (swt). A prophet of Allah (swt). One who receives revelation from
the Creator and Sustainer of the heavens and the earth. One who has been sent to guide mankind.
They saw him (as) to be in clear error. They saw him to be misguided and
astray. This was how twisted their perception of the reality had become. This was the extent to
which they themselves had been misguided and led astray. They saw their own father to be misguided
and in error. This was their situation. This is what happened to them because they allowed Shaitan
and their desires to take over their heart.
 
So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how Shaitan can change our perception of
the reality. He will use our pride and our love for this world to twist our perception of the reality. This
is what he did with the brothers of Yusuf (as). So great was their arrogance and their desire for their
father’s love that they became completely shocked when it seemed to them that Yaqoob (as) loved
Yusuf (as) and Binyamin more than them. Now they were so filled with
pride of themselves that even this possibility was shocking and unbelievable. How could our father
love him more than us? We are a strong group. We can protect our father. We can provide for him. So
how could he love Yusuf (as) more than us? He is clearly misguided. This was their twisted and
perverted thinking. This is what we must strive to save ourselves from. We must strive to evaluate
the reality as it is. We must not allow our emotions or our desires to skew our
perception of the reality. We must judge each situation individually and we must not allow any feelings
that we have for others to impair our judgment of the reality. We have to reach the level where we
do not care what others think of us. It should not matter to us if someone else loves us or not as
long as Allah (swt) loves us. We must always remember that all that matters is the worship and
servitude of Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) is not displeased with us then nothing else
matters. Insha Allah this is how we can save ourselves from Shaitan.
 
So we see that jealousy was the reason why the brothers of Yusuf (as) started this conflict with him
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So we see that jealousy was the reason why the brothers of Yusuf (as) started this conflict with him
(as). They were jealous because they thought that Yaqoob (as) had given more of his love to Yusuf
(as) than he (as) had given to them. This same thinking was also present for the Quraysh chiefs.
They were also jealous of the Prophet (saw). They knew that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah
(swt), they were certain of this fact. But they could not understand why
Allah (swt) would choose him (saw) to be the Messenger rather than them. Many of them thought
that they were more deserving of being the bearers of this Message. Although the Prophet (saw)
came from a very noble family, he (saw) was not among the wealthy and the upper class of the
Quraysh. He (saw) was not a chief like they were. He (saw) was only a simple merchant. So they
could not understand why Allah (swt) would choose him (saw) rather than them. They did not
care about the fact that the Prophet (saw) worshipped Allah (swt) more than they did. They did not
care about the fact that the Prophet (saw) was more honest and more righteous than they were.
They only focused on the fact that they had more wealth and more power than the Prophet (saw).
Once again we see how their thinking was only focused on the life of this world. The standard by
which they judged was only this world and not Allah (swt). Because of this they
thought that they were more deserving of being the bearers of this Message. They thought that this
was an honor and a privilege that should be given to them. So they were filled with jealousy and
hatred for the Prophet (saw) because Allah (swt) had chosen him (saw) over them. This was why they
opposed him (saw). This was why they hurt him (saw). This was why they tried to kill him (saw). All
that they cared about was themselves. They did not care about Allah (swt) or His
(swt)’s Messenger. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like such people!
 
Thus yet another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the danger of jealousy. Jealousy
comes from arrogance. You see someone else have something and then you think that you are more
deserving of that thing than this person. You think that you are better than that person. This
jealousy could make you to hate that person. This jealousy could make you to break your relationship
with that person. We know that breaking of ties with our family or with our Muslim brothers or sisters
is one of the most terrible of sins. But this is what can happen to us if we allow jealousy to seep into
our hearts. Shaitan loves to place jealousy into our hearts. Remember that this was one of the sins
that got him banished to the Fire forever. He was jealous of the fact that Allah (swt) had chosen
Adam (as) over him.
 
Shaitan especially likes to put jealousy in our hearts towards our siblings, and this is something of
which we should be especially careful. The fact that Allah (swt) brings our attention in this ayah to the
idea of “sibling rivalry” shows us that it is especially dangerous. This jealousy between brothers and
sisters can lead to actual hatred coming between them. It could even lead to them hurting each
other. So you have to work to save yourself from this. Try your best not to compete with your
brother and sister. Do not ask yourself who is better and do not think about who your parents love
more. Know that what matters in the end is not the love of parents but the Love of Allah (swt). The

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


more. Know that what matters in the end is not the love of parents but the Love of Allah (swt). The
Love of Allah (swt) is gained by striving to do the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt). As long as
you try your best then you should know that Allah (swt) Knows
what you have done. For one thing we know that Allah (swt) does not like this disease of jealousy to
be in our hearts. So we should strive to cleanse our hearts of it and we should always consider our
striving to be part of our worship and servitude of Allah (swt).
 
The way that we save ourselves from this disease is to remind ourselves that we are not better than
that person. We are all the slaves of Allah (swt) and it is only He (swt) Who Knows which person is
better than another. Perhaps this person with whom you are jealous is closer to Allah (swt) than you.
Where then is the room for jealousy in your heart? So instead of hating that person you should work
on improving yourself. Supposing that person is not a better Muslim than
you are, if that is the case then you should still realize that he or she will still be questioned by Allah
(swt) for all that they were given in this world. The more of this world that any of us has been given,
the more that we have a responsibility to be grateful to Allah (swt) for it. So if that person has been
given more of this world than you, then you should realize that this only means that he or she would
be judged more severely on the Day of Judgment. Now when you realize
this fact are you still envious of them? Realize that in the end all that matters is that we serve our
Creator. That is the reason for which we have been created. Allah (swt) is the Real and the True and
so all that should matter is pleasing Him (swt). When you busy your time trying to please your Lord
and Master where then does that leave time for you to be jealous of anyone? May Allah (swt) help us
to remember this fact! May Allah (swt) save us from ever being jealous of anyone!.
 
[9] This ayah continues on the previous ayah where the brothers of Yusuf (as) were deliberating
amongst themselves. Recall from the previous ayah how the brothers displayed their extreme
jealousy for Yusuf (as). They could not understand how their father could love him (as) more when
they saw themselves as a strong group. There were two diseases that haunted their hearts and
these were arrogance and the love of this world. These two diseases are linked and they often go
together. These brothers thought that they were the best and because of that they thought that
they were deserving of everything in this world. They saw themselves as the most deserving of their
father’s love. They did not care much for Allah (swt) even though they knew that He (swt) was their
Creator and their Sustainer. Being the children of prophets they knew that their purpose in life was to
worship and serve Allah (swt), but still they turned away from this
purpose. They did not care much for the Hereafter even though they knew that they would soon be
there. They only cared about getting what they wanted and they would do anything to accomplish
that goal. Now here in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what they finally decided to do with Yusuf (as).
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how they said “Kill Yusuf or cast him to some distant
land”. These were the two options that they were debating between. They wanted to kill their own
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land”. These were the two options that they were debating between. They wanted to kill their own
brother or drive him away to some distant land. Now we can see the extent of the jealousy that had
taken over their hearts. They were actually planning on killing their own blood brother. They were
actually planning on taking a soul. This was how much they hated Yusuf (as) and how much they
hated the fact that their father would love him (as) more than them. So we are reminded once again
of the danger of jealousy. We are reminded of how it can make even the believer to commit the most
unspeakable of acts. Thus one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once
again that we need to strive to remove the feelings of pride and jealousy from our hearts. By no
means it is easy to remove these from the heart, but we have to try. For the sake of our Lord we
have to try. It is through this effort that we hope to come closer to Allah (swt) and it is for this effort
that we hope for the reward in the Hereafter.
 
In the next part of the ayah the brothers tell themselves the reason why they want to kill Yusuf (as).
They say, “so that it may make the face of your father be only for you”. They believe that
the death or the exile of Yusuf (as) would make the face of their father be only for them. Of course
by the word “face” we know that what is meant is the love and the attention of their father. The
regard and admiration of their father. We can also notice that this ayah is yet another example of the
many ayahs where the literal meaning cannot be taken. These brothers are not literally seeking the
face of their father. Rather the understood meaning that we take is that the word “face” here means
love and attention.
 
In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) also shows us how Shaitan works. Allah (swt) tells us his plan of
attack so that we can watch out for it and so that we would not fall into it. Whenever Shaitan wants
to make us commit some evil, he will almost always give us a reason for that evil. It may be the most
foolish of reasons but there will always be a reason. This reason is a justification. It is an excuse for
the sin. You know that what you are doing is wrong, and so you are hoping that this reason would
excuse you. But if you were to stop and reflect on your excuse. If you were to think if your excuse
would be acceptable to Allah (swt) or not. Then Insha Allah you have a chance to save yourself from
Shaitan. Look here at the excuse that Shaitan gave for the brothers of Yusuf (as). He told them that
if they take Yusuf (as) away from their father then their father would love them deeply and
exclusively. Do you think that he was truthful in such a claim?
Would their father really love them more if they took Yusuf (as) away? Furthermore do you really think
that such an excuse would be acceptable to Allah (swt)? That they committed this great sin only to
get the attention of their father. Why are you so worried about if your father loves you or not?
Should you not be more concerned with if Allah (swt) loves you? Thus we see that the way to save
ourselves from Shaitan and his lame excuses is to always ask ourselves if that excuse would be
acceptable to our Lord or not. May Allah (swt) save us from Shaitan and from making
excuses for sin!
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In the final part of this ayah the brothers say to themselves “and you will be after that a
righteous people”. So they are planning on committing the sin and after that they hope to be
righteous. They say to themselves that they can make Tawbah and be good after they kill Yusuf (as).
You see how they are already planning their repentance even before they commit the sin. In reality
this is just another trick that Shaitan is playing with them. This is just another excuse that
he is giving them to entice them to carry out the sin. He is removing their guilt and their inhibitions.
How can they ever expect their Tawbah to be accepted by Allah (swt) if they planned their Tawbah
even before they committed the sin? If they really feared Allah (swt) then why do they not be a
righteous people now and not commit the sin in the first place? Why did they not stop themselves
from the sin in the here and now? They did not because they were completely
deluded by Shaitan. They did not because they were completely deluded by their lusts and their
desires. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) help us to
alwaysremember the great reward of preventing ourselves from committing the sins that our lower
selves incline towards!
 
We can also note about this ayah how Allah (swt) has summarized the entire meeting that the
brothers had in only one small ayah. In reality this was probably a meeting that lasted for several
hours. But that entire meeting has been summarized in only one small ayah. In this ayah Allah (swt)
shows us everything that happened in that meeting. First we see the reason why they were so angry
with Yusuf (as) and why they wanted to get rid of him (as). Then we see the
options that they considered in helping them to reach this goal. Finally we also see how they planned
a way out of their predicament once their wicked deed was done. All of this meaning has been placed
in this one small ayah and it is part of the Miracle of the Quran that Allah (swt) is able to convey so
much meaning using so few words.
 
We can also note that this jealousy that the brothers had for Yusuf (as) was not something that
materialized suddenly. Rather it must have been something that had been building and building for
years and years. This meeting and this conspiracy is the culmination of all that hatred and jealousy.
This shows us how Shaitan is very patient. He will not immediately suggest to us that we commit a
major sin. But rather he will build us up for a long time, years and
years if necessary. This is what he did with the brothers of Yusuf (as). He put this jealousy and
hatred in their hearts and because they did not check themselves it grew and grew over time. In time
it finally reached the level where they were planning on killing their own brother and they thought their
own father, who was a prophet of Allah (swt), to be among the misguided. See then how far they had
been lead astray from the Straight Path. So to save ourselves from Shaitan we
have to stop him at the initial attack. If we feel any hatred or jealousy or arrogance in our hearts
then we must strive to destroy that feeling. This effort is one of the best of deeds that we can do to
earn the Pleasure of Allah (swt). This ill feeling that we have in our hearts is in and of itself a sin and it
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earn the Pleasure of Allah (swt). This ill feeling that we have in our hearts is in and of itself a sin and it
could lead to far greater sins. So we must try to remove all such ill feelings from our hearts. May Allah
(swt) give us the enabling grace for we cannot do it without Him (swt)!
Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how there often can be evil people in the
midst of good people. These brothers were the sons of a prophet but look here at the evil that they
were conspiring to do. So we should never think that just because our children come from a very
religious family this means that they will automatically be religious. On the contrary it is often the
case that among the most evil of people come from families that were righteous and religious. Every
human being is an individual and every human being makes their own choices. Of course we are
influenced by our surroundings but ultimately we will make the decisions that we want to make. So
your children may still go astray even if you are observant and practicing. Do not assume that your
children will automatically follow your example. But rather you must make the effort to teach them.
You must make the effort to educate them. You
must constantly remind them of Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do so! May
Allah (swt) allow us to save our families from the Fire as He (swt) has commanded us to!
 
[10] We mentioned how the essence of this story is the conflict between Yusuf (as) and his
brothers. This conflict began with the plot that Yusuf (as)’s brothers hatched against him (as). In this
ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about the time in which they conspired this evil plan. However in
this ayah Allah (swt) shows us that not all of these brothers were evil. Allah (swt) shows us how
there was one brother among them who had some good in him. From this ayah we take the lesson
that human beings are complex creatures. There are some people who are not pure evil or pure good.
But rather these people have some good and some evil in them. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our
attention to one such person in a brother of Yusuf (as). Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “A
speaker from among them said “Do not kill
Yusuf”. Notice how Allah (swt) calls this brother “A speaker from among them”. Allah (swt) does
not refer to this brother as “brother” or “person” but He (swt) calls him a “speaker”. One lesson that
we can take from this is that we must not be silent when we see or hear evil. This brother heard what
the other brothers were speaking and he recognized some of the evil in their words. He knew that he
too wanted to get rid off Yusuf (as), he too had that jealousy for him (as).
But he also realized that Yusuf (as) was still his brother and he also realized what a great sin murder
was. That is why he opened his mouth and declared in front of the others that Yusuf (as) should not
be killed. If their objective was to get rid of Yusuf (as) then there were other ways to reach that
objective without committing murder. That is why this brother who had some good in him opened his
mouth and spoke at this moment. His words saved Yusuf (as)’s life. Similarly
when we hear some evil we must not be silent. If we believe that we can prevent evil with our words
and we do not believe that harm will come to us then we have a duty to speak. That is why Allah
(swt) refers to this brother as the “speaker”.
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So what is the alternative that this brother proposes? Allah (swt) tells us how he said “but cast him
into the bottom of a well where some caravan of travelers will pick him up if you are
among those who must act”. If they must do something then they can do this. They can throw
Yusuf (as) into a well that is along a trade route. They hoped that some of the travelers who use this
well would find Yusuf (as) and take him with them. This way they can get rid of Yusuf (as)
without having to kill him (as). This is the plan proposed by this one brother. Notice in the words of
this brother that even this act of placing Yusuf in the well was not something that he was so willing to
do. He felt some reluctance to do even this. But on the other hand he also knew that the other
brothers were determined on getting rid of Yusuf (as). He knew
that they were determined to act. That is why with reluctance he proposes this option. Without a
doubt this is still a terrible thing that he was proposing. To throw a young child into the bottom of a
deep well for no reason was a great sin. So this shows that there was evil in this brother as well. He
also had this jealousy for Yusuf (as). He also wanted to get rid of him (as). But he had both good and
evil in him. On the one hand he cared for Yusuf (as) and he feared the punishment of Allah (swt) for
the sin of murder and at the same time he also had this jealousy for Yusuf (as) and he saw that his
other brothers were determined on acting. That is why he proposes this alternative but he does so
with reluctance.
 
So we can see from this the complex nature of human beings. Many people succumb to their desires
and they have arrogance in them, but at the same time there is also good in them. Allah (swt)
demonstrates this to us in the example of this brother of Yusuf (as). So what should be our attitude
with such people? We should call them to Allah (swt). We should try and bring out the good in them
and try and destroy their evil. This is what dawah is. It is calling on the people to be
good. It is calling the people to Allah (swt). So we learn from this ayah that it is wrong for us to
assume that all people are completely evil like Abu Lahab or Firaun. We can also not expect all people
to be the best of mankind like Abu Bakr (ra) and ‘Umar (ra). Rather the majority of mankind, including
ourselves, falls in between these two extremes. Life is nothing but a struggle of moving away from
the example that Allah (swt) is not pleased with and towards the example that Allah (swt) is pleased
with. May Allah (swt) guide us all to be like those whom He (swt) is pleased with!
 
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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