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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:7] Surely there have been in Yusuf and his brothers signs for the askers.

ENGLISH - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

In this ayah Allah (swt) changes the narrative back to addressing the Prophet (saw). So we saw that
in one ayah Allah (swt) was speaking to the Prophet (saw) and then in the next ayah He (swt) shifted
to the narrative when Yusuf (as) was telling his father about his dream. Then in this ayah Allah (swt)
returns to addressing the Prophet (saw). So we see once again how seamlessly Allah (swt) shifts the
narrative from one setting to another. This is another aspect of the Miracle of the Quran in that Allah
(swt) so easily changes the setting and it never feels sudden or out of place for the listener.
 
Allah (swt) says in this ayah “Surely there have been in Yusuf and his brothers signs for the
askers”. Before we look into the meaning of this statement let us briefly comment on the language
that Allah (swt) uses here. First we notice the emphasis and certainty with which Allah (swt) makes
this statement. Our Lord tells us that surely and without a doubt there have been signs in this story
for those who ask. Then we notice the Arabic word kana, which we have translated here as “have
been”. This word gives the meaning of something that happened long in the past and continues to be

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


been”. This word gives the meaning of something that happened long in the past and continues to be
so. It is as if Allah (swt) is saying that not only are these signs there in this story now but they have
been there for a long time. They have been in there and they continue to be there. Ever since these
events happened there have been signs in this story. This shows us that this was not a story that was
imagined in the mind of the Prophet (saw) but rather it was an actual event that happened. The
lessons and benefits in this story as well as the signs have been there all of this time. Finally we note
about the language of the ayah that Allah (swt) does not specifically mention the word “story” in this
ayah. Allah (swt) says that in Yusuf (as) and his brothers have been signs for those who ask. Of
course we know that what Allah (swt) meant was that in the story of Yusuf (as) and his brothers
there have been signs for the askers. This once again shows us that the literal meaning of the Quran
cannot always be taken. We sometimes have to take the understood meaning that is beyond what the
precise language gives.
 
Allah (swt) tells us that there are signs in this story for the askers. There are two opinions among the
scholars as to who are the “askers” that this ayah refers to. One opinion is that it refers to the
enemies of this Message at the time of the Prophet (saw) and another opinion is that it refers to the
Muslims. Allah (swt) Knows best but it seems to us that both of these meanings are correct. When we
take the first opinion we see that this ayah is speaking about the time when the Quraysh chiefs in
Makkah were scheming a plot to discredit the Prophet (saw). They wanted to convince all of the people
in Makkah that the Prophet (saw) was not the true Messenger from Allah (swt). They knew that the
Message that the Prophet (saw) brought was a threat to their entire way of life. They knew that this
Message sought to destroy the idols that they and their forefathers had been worshipping for
generations. They knew that it sought to take the sovereignty away from them and return it to Allah
(swt). So they were determined to stop this Message in any way that they could. Now these Quraysh
chiefs knew that the Jews of Madinah had knowledge of the previous books that Allah (swt) had
revealed. So they traveled all the way to Madinah to meet with these Jews and they asked them as to
how it could be shown that the Prophet (saw) is not the true Messenger from Allah (swt). The Jews
told the Quraysh chiefs to ask the Prophet (saw) about Yusuf (as) and about how children of Israil
ended up in Egypt.
 
This was an event that happened a long time in the past, it even happened thousands of years before
the time of Musa (as). So even among the Jews there were not that many among them who knew of
this story. It could even be said that only the most learned and knowledgeable of their rabbis had the
knowledge of this story. The Jews told the Quraysh chiefs that if they asked the Prophet (saw) about
this story and it could be shown that he (saw) does not have knowledge of it, then that would be a
clear evidence that he (as) was not sent by Allah (swt). So when the Quraysh chiefs returned to
Makkah they posed these questions to the Prophet (saw). They asked the Prophet (saw) to tell them
about Yusuf (as) and about how the children of Israil ended up in Egypt. They told him (saw) that if
you are truly a Messenger from Allah (swt) then you would be able to answer our questions. They
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you are truly a Messenger from Allah (swt) then you would be able to answer our questions. They
challenged the Prophet (saw) in front of all of the people in Makkah. Once again we see that their
intention was not to find the Truth but their intention was only to destroy this Message. If they
wanted evidence that this Quran was from Allah (swt) then just the very fact that they could not
produce a Quran like this was evidence enough. But their intention from the beginning was to find
some way to discredit the Prophet (saw) and thus destroy the Message that he (saw) had been sent
with. From the beginning they had already made up their minds that they would rather submit to their
desires and their passions than worship and serve their Creator. That was why they posed these
questions to the Prophet (saw). Then that was when Allah (swt) revealed this Surah. Allah (swt) tells
us in this ayah that surely there are signs in this Surah for the Quraysh chiefs and others like them
who would dare to oppose this Message. For those who would question the Truth. In this Surah not
only does Allah (swt) mention Yusuf (as) and how the children of Israil came to be in Egypt but Allah
(swt) also narrates to us this story in great detail. Today we know much more about Yusuf (as) and his
family from just this Surah than we do from the Bible or other sources. Not only does Allah (swt) tell us
the events that happened but He (swt) also gives us insights into the personality of Yusuf (as) and of
the people whom he meets and interacts with. Through these insights we have role models that we
can emulate and we have role models that we should avoid. So in addition to answering the askers this
Surah also contains a guidance for the believers, just like all of the Surahs of the Quran do. Could such
a Surah have been composed by a man who could not even read or write and who himself was never
known to interact with the Jews and Christians? That ishow there are signs in this story for those who
ask. Signs that point us to the Truth of this Message.
 
Now we said that the other meaning of the word “askers” in this ayah is that it refers to the believers.
The scholars have said that what this means is that anyone who seeks to be guided by this story will
be guided. You do not have to search hard for the guidance that in this story but you just have to ask
for it. Just by asking you will see the signs and lessons in this story. You do not need to make a great
effort to get the guidance in this story. You just have to read this Surah and then contemplate and
think about its meanings. Even the most simple of persons who may not even have the Arabic
language will get the many benefits of this Surah if they choose to look into it. There are signs in this
Surah that will lead you to Allah (swt) and show you what is pleasing to Him (swt). All that you have to
do is ask for them. Of this there can be no doubt because remember the emphasis and certainty with
which Allah (swt) began this ayah. So what then is preventing you from learning this Surah? What then
is preventing you from being guided to your Lord through the lessons and reminders in this Surah? If
you would only ask you would see that there are signs in this Surah that will lead you to the purpose
of your existence.
 
Finally we can ask ourselves as to why Allah (swt) specifically mentions the brothers of Yusuf (as) in
this ayah. What is so special about the brothers of Yusuf (as) that they need to be specially
mentioned in this ayah? There are many other people whom Yusuf (as) will meet in this story, so why
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mentioned in this ayah? There are many other people whom Yusuf (as) will meet in this story, so why
does Allah (swt) specifically mention the brothers? The reason for this is because in the end this is a
story about Yusuf (as) and his brothers. Although there are many other people who we will learn about
in this story, in the end this story is about the conflict between Yusuf (as) and his brothers. There are
also many parallels between the conflict that the brothers had with Yusuf (as) and the conflict that
the conflict that the Quraysh chiefs had with the Prophet (saw). Insha Allah we will learn about these
as well as we progress in the story.
 
We can also note how in this ayah and the two ayahs preceding it Allah (swt) has actually summarized
for us this entire Surah. The entire Surah of over one hundred ayahs has been summarized only in
these few ayahs here. The essence of this story is the conflict that Yusuf (as) has with his brothers.
We learned about that in the previous ayah. We also learned in the previous ayah that Yusuf (as)
would be among those whom Allah (swt) will be pleased with and because of this Allah (swt) will choose
Yusuf (as) and bestow on him (as) Prophethood and teach him (as) the meaning of dreams. Because
Yusuf (as) sought the Pleasure of Allah (swt) we also can imply that he (as) was among the patient
and the thankful. We also learned from the previous ayah how Allah (swt) will complete His (swt)’s
favor on Yusuf (as). This means that He (swt) will give Yusuf (as) a good place in this world and in the
Hereafter. Then we learned that this favor would not just be for Yusuf (as) but it will be for all of the
family of Yaqoob (as). Everyone in their family would receive this special favor from Allah (swt). Finally
we learned that in all of these there are signs for those who ask. There are signs in this story, both for
the non-believers to prove the Truth of this Message and for the Muslims to guide them to Allah (swt).
Who but Allah (swt) could give us words as powerful as these? Words that are filled with such depth of
meaning.
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