
 
 

....:: 12. Yusuf-Joseph (Makkah) ::....
ARABIC

Ith qala yoosufu li-abeehi yaabati innee raaytu ahada AAashara kawkaban waalshshamsawaalqamara raaytuhum
lee sajideena

Qala ya bunayya la taqsusru/yaka AAala ikhwatika fayakeedoo laka kaydan innaalshshaytana lil-insani AAaduwwun
mubeenun
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Wakathalika yajtabeeka rabbukawayuAAallimuka min ta/weeli al-ahadeethi wayutimmuniAAmatahu AAalayka
waAAala ali yaAAqooba kamaatammaha AAala abawayka min qablu ibraheemawa-ishaqa inna rabbaka AAaleemun

hakeemun

TAMIL Translation | E.M.Abdul Rahman
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur

ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:4] When Yusuf said to his father “O my father, surely I saw eleven stars and the sun and the
moon, I saw them prostrating to me”.

[12:5] He said, “O my son, do not narrate your dream onto your brothers, for if you do then they will
plan a plan against you. Surely Shaitan is to man a clear enemy”.

[12:6] “And thus will your Rabb choose you and teach you from the interpretation of ahadith, and He
will complete His favor upon you and upon the family of Yaqoob just as He has completed it upon your
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will complete His favor upon you and upon the family of Yaqoob just as He has completed it upon your
fathers from before Ibrahim and Ishaq. Surely your Rabb is Knowing Wise”.
ENGLISH - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

With this ayah Allah (swt) begins the story of Yusuf (as). Recall in the previous ayah how Allah (swt)
had told us that He (swt) narrates to us the best of stories, in this ayah Allah (swt) begins that story.
The scholars have noted how the transition from the previous ayah to this ayah is a seamless
transition. When a human writer transitions a story from one scene to another, he has to build this
transition in the mind of his reader. Such is not the case with Allah (swt). When Allah (swt) transitions
the story it is a beautiful and seamless transition. Allah (swt) does not need to build this transition.
Allah (swt) can change the setting and the narrative without the reader or the listener becoming lost
or confused in any way. So we see that in one ayah Allah (swt) is  addressing the Prophet (saw) and in
the next ayah He (swt) begins the story of Yusuf (as). This is a beautiful and seamless transition that
does not seem the least bit awkward or out of place for the reader or the listener. This is part of the
Miracle of the Quran that Allah (swt) is Able to transition the narrative of the story so seamlessly. Who
but Allah (swt) could have brought such a Book that achieves such feats that no human writer could
achieve? Who but Allah (swt) could relate to such a beautiful story where even the way in which they
story has been related to us is so beautiful?
 
Allah (swt) begins this story with a dream that Yusuf (as) had and He (swt) ends this story with the
fulfillment of that dream. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to that dream. Allah (swt) tells
us about the time when Yusuf (as) told his father about this dream. We see how Yusuf (as) tells his
father that he (as) saw eleven stars, the sun and the moon prostrating before him (as) in this dream.
Notice how Yusuf (as) repeats the word “saw” in this ayah twice to emphasize the fact that he (as)
did indeed have such a dream. So in his dream Yusuf (as) sees these celestial bodies prostrating before
him (as). It is important to note that this is not a prostration of worship but rather it is only a
prostration of respect and reverence. These celestial bodies were not praying to Yusuf (as) but they
were merely showing their respect for him (as).
 
In his tafsir of this ayah Sayyid Qutb asks us to recall the age of Yusuf (as) when he (as) had this
dream. He (as) must not have been more than ten or eleven years old. Indeed this is a very strange
dream for a child of his age to have. Not only did this young child see eleven stars, the sun and the
moon but he (as) also saw them making prostration to him (as). These celestial bodies were behaving
as if they were sentient beings and they were showing respect and reverence for this young child.
How many children at that age have dreams that are similar to this? So just the content of this dream
shows us that this was no simple dream that Yusuf (as) had. Just the content of this dream shows us
that this dream was in fact a vision of something great that was going to come to this child. A vision
from Allah (swt).
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Other scholars have asked us to note the maturity of Yusuf (as) in this ayah. How exactly does a sun
or a moon prostrate? How can a circle prostrate? Yusuf (as) must have seen these celestial bodies
doing something in his dream but he (as) recognized this action as prostration.
 
This shows us the maturity and insight of this child. Even at a young age, he (as) knew what these
celestial bodies were doing. He (as) knew the significance of their action.
 
One lesson that we can take from this is to realize that children are far more intellectually capable than
we often give them credit for. In our days we always treat children as babies and we never challenge
them intellectually. We never give them ideas or thoughts to think about. This is mistake. We should
take care to teach our children about Islam and about the meaning of existence at a young age. Do
not think that they are too young. As we see from the example of Yusuf (as) in this ayah their minds
are much more capable than we think.
 
Before we conclude our discussion of this ayah we would like to comment briefly on the place of
dreams in Islam. The scholars have said that there are basically three kinds of dreams that we can
have. One is a true vision from Allah (swt). This is what Yusuf (as) had here. This is a vision of
something true that is going to happen to us in our life. Another kind of dream is really a nightmare.
This is a frightening or disturbing dream. This also includes dreams of a sexual nature. The scholars say
that this kind of dream is from Shaitan and we must never speak about it to others and we must try
our best to forget it. The final kind of dream is where we just see random images of events that
happen to us during the day or of things that may have been on our minds.The scholars say that
these dreams are meaningless and that it is best that we forget them. These are the three kinds of
dreams that people can have and as always Allah (swt) Knows best.
 
It is important to note however that even for the dreams that are visions, we by ourselves do not
have the ability to interpret them on our own. We by ourselves cannot even say when a dream is a
vision and when it is simply a collection of images that we see. A dream may even be from Shaitan and
he might deceive us into thinking that it is a true vision from Allah (swt) when in reality it is not. So we
always have to bear in mind that in order to interpret dreams one needs revelation from Allah (swt).
Since there are no more prophets and messengers today then there really is no one who is fully
qualified to tell us the meanings of our dreams. Because of this we cannot base our lives on the
dreams that we have. If we see a good dream then we can take the hope and the joy that it gives us
but we must not base our lives on the dream that we see. We cannot make something as permissible
or something as forbidden based on the dreams that we see. Dreams can never change the Law of
Allah (swt). In the end we have to remember that the interpretation of dreams is a matter of the
unseen so the knowledge of it lies only with Allah (swt).
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In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the time when Yusuf (as) had told his father about the
dream that he (as) had. He (as) told his father how he (as) had seen eleven stars, the sun and the
moon make prostration to him (as). These celestial bodies were making prostration to him (as) in
respect for him (as). Yusuf (as) loved his father and he (as) respected his father and that is why he
(as) told his father about this dream. Like a good child should he (as) confided in his parent as to what
was on his mind. As we know the father of Yusuf (as) was Yaqoob (as). A noble prophet of Allah (swt)
himself and the grandson of Ibrahim (as). In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of
Yaqoob (as) when his son told him about this dream.
 
Allah (swt) tells us how Yaqoob (as) said, “O my son, do not narrate your dream onto your
brothers”. Yaqoob (as) tells Yusuf (as) not to speak of this dream to his older brothers. Notice here
how Yaqoob (as) gives his son this warning before he (as) even comments on the dream in any way.
Before he (as) tells his son anything, he (as) first tells him not to relate this
dream to his brothers. First of all this shows us the love that Yaqoob (as) had for his son. He (as) was
very concerned and worried about Yusuf (as). From this we can take the lesson that we also must be
concerned for the safety and well being of our children. Allah (swt) put this love that we have for our
children within us for a reason. It is so that we will look after and protect these precious souls that He
(swt) has placed under our care. So just like Yaqoob (as) we also have to always be on the guard for
our children. When anything happens in their life we have to always think and see as to what will be
the effect this event will have in their life. We have to always be on the lookout for dangers that might
come to hurt them. Even if these dangers are from their own family. Our children are a trust that have
been given to us and their physical well being and their spiritual well being is something that we will be
questioned about.
 
We then see that Yaqoob (as) says to his son, “for if you do then they will plan a plan against
you”. Here Yaqoob (as) tells Yusuf (as) that if he tells his dream to his brothers then they might make
a plan against him. A plan to hurt him or a plan to take him away from his father. The point to note
here is that Yaqoob (as) knew about the jealousy that Yusuf (as)’s brothers had for their younger
brother. Yaqoob (as) knew that these older brothers had some hatred and some ill-feeling towards
Yusuf (as) and he even knew that they might do something to hurt him (as). That is why Yaqoob (as)
gives Yusuf (as) this warning. As we know from the hadith, Yusuf (as) had a different mother than
these other brothers. This could be the reason why they had this jealousy for him (as). Yaqoob (as)
may have loved Yusuf (as) more because he (as) was more pious and more righteous than his
brothers, but Yaqoob (as) was still fair to his other children and he (as) still loved them as well.
Whatever additional love that Yaqoob (as) may have had towards Yusuf (as) was only a natural feeling
that he (as) had no control over. So these brothers had no right to have this jealousy toward Yusuf
(as), they had no right to intend towards him (as) any evil. Especially since none of this was of his own
doing. All that this young boy was guilty of was of being the best servant of Allah (swt) and the best
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doing. All that this young boy was guilty of was of being the best servant of Allah (swt) and the best
son of his father that he (as) could be. But his brothers were still jealous of him (as) and they still
hated him (as) and that is why Yaqoob (as) gives Yusuf (as) this warning here.
 
From this we can take the lesson that we must always be aware of the mentality and the thinking of
those around us, especially those who are close to us, especially those who are close to our children.
We have to be aware of those who are close to our children and make sure that they are not a danger
for them. We have to know who it is that our children spend their time with. Now of course we should
be aware of physical dangers, but we must also be aware of spiritual dangers. Forces that might take
our children away from Allah (swt). The friends that they have could be a bad influence for our children,
even if their friends are Muslim. Of course we should always think the best of other people, especially
our Muslim brothers and sisters. But at the same time we cannot be naïve and trust everyone
implicitly. We must always take precautions and we  must always be on our guard. We have to always
remember that we are only on this world to worship and serve Allah (swt) and part of our worship and
servitude of Him (swt) is that we take every measure possible to protect those who under our care.
So always remember to take care of your children. Be aware of the friends and the company that they
keep. Even if those around them are Muslim, do not think that they will not be a bad influence on
them. Constantly study their thinking and their behavior and see if they are close to Allah (swt) or
not. If you find that they are not close to Allah (swt) then realize that these might not be the best
friends for your children. Even if they are Muslims they still may be a bad influence on them. They still
make take them away from Allah (swt). The reason for this is because of what Yaqoob (as) tells us in
the next part of the ayah.
 
As soon as Yaqoob (as) tells his son about the jealousy of his brothers he (as) also says “Surely
Shaitan is to man a clear enemy”. Now we know where is the source of this jealousy and hatred.
We know who is that is making the brothers so jealous of Yusuf (as). Shaitan is always working to put
jealousy and hatred into our hearts. Shaitan wants us to fight with each other, especially with our
Muslim brothers and sisters, especially with members of our own family. Allah (swt) has mandated that
the bond of family be the strongest of bonds and the bond of Iman to be the strongest of bonds,
Shaitan loves to break these bonds. So he will try to create hatred and jealousy between Muslims and
between family members. He has a goal to drive us away from Allah (swt), to drive us away from the
purpose of our existence. That is why Allah (swt) describes him for us a “clear enemy”. Who could be
more dangerous for us than one who seeks to take us away from our Creator and Sustainer, our Lord
and Master? That is why we must always be seeking refuge in Allah (swt) from Shaitan. Our Lord is our
only helper and protector against this accursed devil, how Excellent a Helper and how Excellent a
Protector is He (swt)!
 
Yaqoob (as) knew that Shaitan loves to sow discord between family members. He (as) knew that
Shaitan wants to see his family broken. That is why even he (as) does not put the blame on the
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Shaitan wants to see his family broken. That is why even he (as) does not put the blame on the
brothers of Yusuf (as) but rather he (as) puts the blame on Shaitan. Instead of blaming the brother
for the jealousy he (as) directs the blame towards a common enemy. This is because Yaqoob (as) does
not want Yusuf (as) to hate his brothers like they hate him (as). Yaqoob (as) knows that such hatred
between family members is only from Shaitan. That is why he (as) tries his best to direct the blame for
this towards Shaitan and not towards the brothers.
 
One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that we must always be striving to improve our
relationship with our family and we must always be striving to improve our relationship with our Muslim
brothers and sisters. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that Shaitan is our enemy and He (swt) tells us
that one of the ways he attacks us is that he tries to create animosity between us and our family and
between us and our Muslim brothers and sisters. In order to counter this attack we have to always be
seeking to improve our relationship with our family and with our fellow Muslims. We should not fight
with them for any reason. Even if a fight or a misunderstanding is about to happen, we have to forgive
them and try to make amends. We have to try our best to prevent any kind of ill feelings or malice to
exist between us. We have to always remember that if they have done something wrong against us
then Allah (swt) can deal with them much better than we can. We have to remember that Shaitan is
always working to sow discord between us and them. So realize that any negative thought that comes
in your heart about any of your Muslim brothers or sisters, or any of your family members is probably
from Shaitan. He wants to see animosity between you and them. He wants to see you fight with them
and argue with them. So try your best to forgive them and to think the best of them. Try to destroy
that negative thought that Shaitan put in your heart concerning them. Constantly strive to improve
your relationship with them. This is the only way that we can have a hope of pleasing our Lord and
Master. This is the only way that we can save ourselves from that accursed devil. May Allah (swt) give
us the enabling grace! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to behave with our family and with
our Muslim brothers and sisters in a way that is pleasing to Him (swt)!
 
In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us what were the words of Yaqoob (as) to his son when his
son had told him about the dream that he had. In the previous ayah we saw that the first thing that
Yaqoob (as) told Yusuf (as) was a warning not to tell his brothers about the dream. He also reminded
Yusuf (as) that Shaitan was a clear and open enemy for all mankind. Shaitan would make his brothers
jealous and they in turn might do something to harm Yusuf (as). In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how
Yaqoob (as) interpreted this dream for his son. Who but Yaqoob (as) who was a noble prophet of Allah
(swt) could have interpreted this dream? The fact that Yaqoob (as) was able to interpret this dream
shows us that he (as) had received revelation from Allah (swt) on the meaning of this dream. This
reminds us once again that only a prophet or messenger can know the true interpretation of dreams.
 
First we see Yaqoob (as) tell his son “And thus will your Rabb choose you and teach you the
interpretation of ahadith”. The words “And thus” refers to the dream that Yusuf (as) had. With
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interpretation of ahadith”. The words “And thus” refers to the dream that Yusuf (as) had. With
these words Yaqoob (as) is connecting what he is going to say here with the dream that Yusuf (as)
had. So in the dream we had seen eleven stars, the sun and the moon prostrating before Yusuf (as).
As we will find out at the end of the story, the sun represents Yaqoob (as), the moon is the mother of
Yusuf (as), and the stars are his brothers. If we notice in the dream Yusuf (as) mentioned the eleven
stars first. The scholars say that this is because in the course of events the eleven brothers make
prostration to Yusuf (as) before their parents do. Once again we have to remind ourselves that this
was only a prostration of respect and it was not a prostration of worship in any way. Yaqoob (as) and
his family were believers and so they only worshipped Allah (swt). They would only prostrate to Yusuf
(as) out of respect. But why would his parents and his older brothers make prostration to Yusuf (as)?
Since he (as) is the youngest child then should not he be showing respect to them? In this ayah Allah
(swt) explains to us why it is that his older brothers and his parents made this prostration to him.
 
As we can see from the ayah the first reason is because Allah (swt) chose Yusuf (as). Allah (swt)
chose him (as) to be a prophet. To be among that elite group of men who are responsible for bringing
the revelation of Allah (swt) to the people. If there are any human beings who deserve our respect
and adoration it should be the prophets and messengers. They are the representatives of Allah (swt)
for us. They are the ones who sacrifice their whole lives to bring us the Message from our Creator.
They are protected from all sin and they spend every minute of their existence in worship and
servitude to Allah (swt). Despite all of their perfection, they are never arrogant or proud. They are the
ones who truly realize the Glory, the Majesty and the Sublimity of Allah (swt) and so they are the most
humble and the most abject before their Lord. Because of this fact they deserve our admiration and
they deserve that we take them as role models and examples. So we see that the first reason why
Yusuf (as)’s family will show him (as) this respect is because Allah (swt) will choose him (as) to be a
prophet.
 
From this we can take the lesson that we must always be helpful and supportive of anyone in our
family that is involved in the dawah. There is no task that is more challenging than calling to Allah
(swt). There is no task that requires greater effort or struggle or sacrifice than calling to Allah (swt).
So if anyone in your family is involved in this work then they need your help and support. Try to be
understanding of their lifestyle, and try to be understanding of why they do not spend as much time
with you as you may like. Allah (swt) Knows that they do want to spend time with you but at the same
time they also have this duty and responsibility that they must carry out for their Rabb. In the
meantime you must also try to help them and support them in whatever way that you can. Insha Allah
you will then be rewarded in the Hereafter, and in the gardens of Allah (swt) you will be with them
forever.
 
The next reason why the family of Yusuf (as) will show him this respect and admiration is because he
(as) will be taught “from the interpretation of ahadith”. So not only will Allah (swt) choose Yusuf (as)
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(as) will be taught “from the interpretation of ahadith”. So not only will Allah (swt) choose Yusuf (as)
and make him into a prophet but He (swt) will also teach him (as) the interpretation of ahadith. The
word ahadith in this ayah means a narration of a dream or an event. So anytime someone narrates to
Yusuf (as) a dream or an event that happened to them, then Yusuf (as) would be able to tell them the
meaning behind that dream or event. This ability is a gift that Allah (swt) had conferred upon Yusuf
(as). We can also notice the word “from” which precedes the words “the interpretation of ahadith”.
This tells us that it s not all ahadith that Yusuf (as) will be able to interpret, but only those that Allah
(swt) chooses. Only those that Allah (swt) tells him (as) the meaning of. So we see that one of the
reasons why Yusuf (as)’s family will make prostration to him (as) in the future is because Allah (swt) will
give him (as) the special gift of being able to interpret dreams and events.
 
In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Yaqoob (as) says to his son “and He will
complete His favor upon you”. What wonderful news must this have been for Yusuf (as)? Here he
finds out that Allah (swt) will grant him (as) a favor. The fact that Allah (swt) will grant Yusuf (as) a
favor shows that Allah (swt) is pleased with him (as). So how wonderful must it have been for Yusuf
(as) to hear these words from his father who was a prophet of Allah (swt)? When you live for the
Pleasure of Allah (swt) then what could bring you greater joy than to know that your Lord and Master
is pleased with you? What could bring you greater joy than to know that your Lord and Master will
bestow His (swt)’s Favor and Blessing on you?
 
Now what is this favor that Allah (swt) would bestow on Yusuf (as)? Is it power and authority over the
people? Is it wealth and riches? Is it the most beautiful women? No, as we will see in the rest of the
Surah, Yusuf (as) will actually be denied these things for most of his life. He (as) will be a slave, and he
(as) will be poor, and he (as) will spend many years without a wife. So what is this favor that Allah
(swt) will bestow and complete upon Yusuf (as)? The Prophet (saw) has told us that when Allah (swt)
wants good for a person then He (swt) bestows upon him knowledge of the Din. Knowledge about Allah
(swt), knowledge about how to worship and serve Allah (swt). This is the great favor and blessing that
Allah (swt) bestowed on Yusuf (as). It is the knowledge on how to attain His (swt)’s Pleasure. When
you know that the purpose of this life is the attainment of the Pleasure of Allah (swt), then what could
be more valuable to you than this?
 
Then Yaqoob (as) says “and upon the family of Yaqoob”. So here Yaqoob (as) is telling his son that
Allah (swt) will also complete His (swt)’s favor upon his family. The family of Yaqoob.As we know this
family will become the nation that will be known as the children of Israil. So here Yaqoob (as) is telling
his son that just as Allah (swt) will favor him (as), He (swt) will also favor their entire family. Their
descendants and their nation as whole will receive this blessing and favor from Allah (swt). For many
generations the children of Israil are the nation who will have the knowledge of this Din. They are the
ones who will receive revelation from Allah (swt) on how to worship and serve Him (swt). As we know
they will be blessed with many prophets and messengers who will be sent among them. Just to name a
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they will be blessed with many prophets and messengers who will be sent among them. Just to name a
few of the prophets that will be sent to them are Dawood (as), Sulaiman (as), Musa (as), ‘Isa (as) and
of course the Prophet (saw). All of this is from the favor and blessing of Allah (swt) for the family of
Yaqoob (as). Then Yaqoob (as) says “just as He has completed it upon your fathers from
before Ibrahim and Ishaq”. Here Yaqoob (as) reminds his son that what was mentioned above was
the favor that Allah (swt) would bestow upon his children, and it is just like the favor that He (swt) had
bestowed on his fathers. Ibrahim (as) and Ishaq (as) were the fathers of Yaqoob (as). They were the
prophets and messengers of Allah (swt) before Yaqoob (as). So they also had been blessed with this
knowledge of the Din. This shows us the great Mercy of Allah (swt) for those whom He (swt) is pleased
with.
 
Herein lies the lesson for us from this part of the ayah. Who were these men who lived a long time
ago? Ibrahim (as), Ishaq (as), Yaqoob (as) and Yusuf (as). Who were they to us? What should be our
relationship with them? Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that He (swt) favored them and blessed them.
Now the question to ask ourselves here is why. Why did they receive this blessing and favor from Allah
(swt)? It is because Allah (swt) was pleased with them. It is because they did the actions that were
pleasing to Allah (swt). They recognized Allah (swt) as their Lord and Master and so they lived their
lives to worship and serve Him (swt). All that they cared about was pleasing Allah (swt) and so
everything that they did was with this goal in mind.
 
 
So if we want a similar favor and a similar blessing to be bestowed upon us then we have to strive to
please Allah (swt) as well. There is no other value to this life except this. In the final part of the ayah
we see that Yaqoob (as) says to his son “Surely your Rabb is Knowing Wise”. Notice here that
Yaqoob (as) does not say “Allah” but he (as) says “your Rabb”. Here he reminds his son as to what
should be his relationship with his Creator. Allah (swt) is Rabb in that He (swt) is the Lord and the
Master. The King and the Sovereign. So He (swt) deserves that we serve Him (swt). He (swt) deserves
that we dedicate ourselves to Him (swt). Yaqoob (as) reminds his son of this fact by referring to Allah
(swt) as “ your Rabb”. So here Yaqoob (as) tells Yusuf (as) that Allah (swt) will choose him (as) and
then he (as) reminds his son that Allah (swt) is the Knowing and the Wise. This shows us that it is
through His (swt)’s Knowledge and Wisdom that He (swt) will choose Yusuf (as). Through His (swt)’s
Knowledge, Allah (swt) Knows that Yusuf (as) will be a righteous worshipper and servant of Him (swt).
He (swt) Knows that Yusuf (as) will be among those who dedicate their lives to Him (swt). Through His
(swt)’s Wisdom, Allah (swt) also Knows that Yusuf (as) should be the one whom He (swt) should
choose. There is no one else who will be better to receive the blessing of Prophethood and the blessing
of this knowledge of the interpretation of ahadith than Yusuf (as). So in a way in this part of the ayah
Yaqoob (as) is reassuring his son and telling him that you will be all right. Allah (swt) will choose you and
He (swt) is the Knowing and the Wise, so since He (swt) will choose you it means that you are all right.
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