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ARABIC

Nahnu naqussu AAalayka ahsanaalqasasi bima awhayna ilayka hathaalqur-ana wa-in kunta min qablihi lamina
alghafileena

TAMIL Translation | E.M.Abdul Rahman
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Malayalam Translation | Cheriyamudam Abdul Hammed Madani & Kunchi Muhammed Parapur
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ENGLISH Translation – Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

[12:3] We narrate onto you the best of narratives by revealing to you this Quran and you were
before this of the unaware.

ENGLISH - Abdur Raheem As-Saranbi

After telling us about the Quran in the previous ayahs, Allah (swt) begins to tell us about the story of
Yusuf (as) in this ayah. Before actually beginning the story Allah (swt) first describes to us the nature
of this story. Stories are of different kinds and serve different purposes. Some stories are complete
fables, some stories have some truth in them and some stories are the truth. In this ayah Allah (swt)
describes to us the kind of story that this story is. This description that Allah (swt) gives not only
holds true for this story of Yusuf (as) but it also holds true for all of the stories in the Quran.
 
Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “We narrate onto you the best of narratives ”. In this
part of the ayah Allah (swt) reminds the Prophet (saw) that He (swt) is the One Who narrates onto
the Prophet (saw) the best of stories. The Arabic word qasas that Allah (swt) uses in this part of the
ayah gives the meaning of a path. A story is like a path into the past. Allah (swt) tells us in this part
of the ayah that He (swt) is the One Who narrates onto us the best of paths into the past. People
can tell us of what happened in the past, but no one can tell us like Allah (swt). People have to rely on
what they have heard from others, what they have heard from those before them. But such is not so
with Allah (swt). Allah (swt) was there when the event took place and so He (swt) witnessed first-hand
all that happened. So who can tell a story better than Allah (swt)? Who can trace this path into the
past like Allah (swt)? Whose story is truer than the story of Allah (swt)? When Allah (swt) tells us a
story we can be certain that it is the most accurate of stories because He (swt) saw Himself all that
happened. Time does not exist for Allah (swt) and so when He (swt) narrates to us a story it as if He
(swt) is witnessing it as He (swt) is narrating it to us.
 
Then Allah (swt) says “by revealing to you this Quran”. How did Allah (swt) tell us these stories? It
was by revealing this Quran onto the blessed heart of the Prophet (saw). So here Allah (swt) reminds
us once again that these stories are in His (swt)’s Book. These stories are in the Quran. This serves to
remind us that not only are these the most accurate and truthful of stories but these stories are also
guides to Him (swt). Each of these stories has lessons that will bring us closer to Allah (swt). The story
of Yusuf (as) is a guide to Allah (swt). If we ponder and reflect on the meanings of this story then
Insha Allah it will bring us closer to our Lord. There are examples in this story of those people whom we
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Insha Allah it will bring us closer to our Lord. There are examples in this story of those people whom we
must strive to emulate and there are examples in this story of those people whom we must strive to
avoid. If we take the lessons from such role models and try to apply them in our lives then Insha Allah
we will be guided to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Such is the purpose of this Quran.
 
Allah (swt) says in the final part of this ayah “and you were before this of the unaware ”. This
part of the ayah is addressed both to the Prophet (saw) and to us as well. Allah (swt) is reminding us
that before He (swt) had told us about these stories we were unaware of them. Similarly the Prophet
(saw) also did not know of these stories before Allah (swt) had revealed
them onto him (saw). How could he (saw) have known about them? He (saw) was illiterate. He (saw)
was never known to interact or move with the Jews and Christians. He (saw) was not a poet or a
writer. So how could the Prophet (saw) have known of these stories? He (saw) did not know about
these stories and therein is a powerful evidence that this Message is indeed from Allah (swt). The story
of Yusuf (as) is narrated to us in great detail in this Surah. The fact that this story has reached us
from the tongue of the Prophet (saw) shows us that this Message is indeed from Allah (swt). This is
because there was no way for the Prophet (saw) to have known about these stories. Allah (swt)
clearly tells us that he (saw) was among those who were unaware.
 
URDU Translation | Dr. Col Muhammad Ayub
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